
Sunday morning service – 29/03/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

1 Praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD, my soul. 
2 I will praise the LORD all my life; 

    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 

    in human beings, who cannot save. 
4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 

    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

    whose hope is in the LORD their God. 
6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and everything in them— 

    he remains faithful forever.  

(Psalm 146:1-6) 

 

SUGGESTED SONGS 

Behold Our God 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Pam Small) 

“O LORD, you have examined my heart 

And know everything about me. 

You know when I sit down or stand up. 

You know my thoughts even when I’m far away. 

You see me when I travel  

And when I rest at home. 

You know everything I do.” 

 

“I can never escape from your Spirit! 

I can never get away from your presence! 

If I go up to heaven, you are there; 

If I go down to the grave, you are there. 

If I ride the wings of the morning, 

If I dwell by the farthest oceans, 

Even there your hand will guide me, 

And your strength will support me.” 

(From Psalm 139:1-3,7-10 NLT) 

 

Dear heavenly Father, in these difficult days, it is so good to read these words and to remember that 

they are just as relevant today as they were when they were first written.   It is so comforting to 
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know that You know EVERYTHING that is happening to Your world and to us, individually, and You 

are able to care for us in the midst of it all.  Nothing is too difficult for You!! 

We continue to pray for the leaders of the nations.  They have a very difficult task, often being the 

brunt of many insults and complaints.  We pray for their families, too, as their lives are impacted by 

these negative comments.  Please grant leaders wisdom as they endeavour to make the best 

decisions for the people they govern.  We continue to pray for those working in the medical field 

who are doing their best to find a cure for this virus or to develop a suitable vaccine.  Please guide 

their thoughts and their work and grant them success in finding something which will prevent the 

further spreading of this condition. 

Father, we pray for Your Church worldwide as they look for ways to not only connect with their own 

people but also to share the hope we have in Jesus.  Thank You for the various means of technology 

available today which You can use for good. 

We pray for Grace Christian Church, for Becky, Elders and Councillors as they lead us during these 

unusual circumstances of life.  Please continue to give them the daily health and strength they need 

to see us stay united with You and each other.  Thank You for the things which are already in place 

to enable us to connect and care for one another.  We pray for those among us who have other 

issues to contend with at this time as well.  We think of Margaret Carey as she commences her 

cancer treatment and for Dinesh as he waits for Your timing for his bypass surgery.  We pray that 

they will know Your strength, presence and peace.  Thank You for the improvement in Kim’s dad and 

pray that he will be restored to full health and strength.  We pray for Your protection from this virus 

for those among us who are most vulnerable.  We pray, too, for Kim and Paul as they adjust to new 

methods of teaching students while schooling is disrupted. 

Father, we do want to continue to bring before You those we support in prayer and financially.  We 

think of Howard and Michelle and the family and Colin and Jill as travel is virtually stopped around 

the world.  While Howard and Michelle are due to return to the Philippines in June and Colin and Jill 

were hoping to head off to Spain at a similar time or not long after, we know that You know their 

need and the plans You have for them, Lord.  Your timing is perfect.  We pray, too, for Caleb, Grace 

and Garry in Uganda.  We pray for Your provision of ALL their needs at this time as they are not able 

to ‘stock up’ on the basics like us because they don’t have the finances to do it.  They are totally 

dependent on Your care, Lord.  Thank You for the ways You have provided for them in the past.  We 

pray for Kit and Gabbi as they continue to connect ‘online’ with students and pray for meaningful 

relationships to develop as a result. 

We are so grateful and thankful that we can lift up our needs to You anytime, anywhere.  Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



SUGGESTED SONG 

How deep the Father’s love 

BIBLE READING: Titus 3:1-8 

1Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do 

whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle 

toward everyone .3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds 

of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But 

when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous 

things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 
8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in 

God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and 

profitable for everyone. 

REFLECTION 

These past couple of weeks have turned our world upside down, haven’t they? For many weeks, we 

were aware of the spread of the coronavirus overseas and were concerned as we saw the 

devastation it brought to other communities, but it seemed distant and we felt safe. Now, we are 

being directly impacted by it and it feels very different. No part of our lives has been unaffected. We 

can no longer assume that the shops will have the supplies we want. We can no longer go wherever 

we want or visit whomever we want. We can no longer take our jobs for granted or enjoy the 

amusements we cherish. This disease now shapes our lives and will continue to do so for at least the 

next six months.  

So, how do we react to this situation? How should we react as God’s people? Last week, we saw that 

God comes to us in the midst of these storms of life and calls us to walk with him. Yes, the storm 

continues, but it is under His feet, and it can be under ours. We can walk on the waves and not be 

afraid. And if we start to slip, if we call to him, he will reach out and pull us up to walk with him on 

the storm again. The storms do not need to overwhelm us. 

This week I want to step out of the Gospels for one week because I think there is another thing that 

God wants us to see about living in the midst of these storms. Not only can we be free from fear 

because of God walking with us. We can also be free to do what is right and good because of God’s 

work in our lives. The salvation we have received should make a difference in the life we live.  

In this passage, Paul sets a standard for how we are to live in the world as Christians – no matter the 

circumstances. Previously God’s people had been “foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all 

kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.” 

We’ve seen a bit of that behaviour in recent days, haven’t we? Pressure can bring out the worst in 

us. However, as Christians, we are to be “subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be 

ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be 

gentle toward everyone.” I know that Christians are not the only ones who act this way. We have 

seen many lovely, kind, selfless actions on the part of people in recent days. But as Christians, we are 
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called to set the standard of goodness. We are called to always act in a loving manner to everyone. 

To be ready to do whatever is good.  

Now, I don’t know about you, but when I’m under pressure, this is not always my natural response! 

How can Paul expect us to do this consistently? Paul replies that we have been totally changed by 

God and He makes this possible. What follows in verses 4-7 is one of the most complete and concise 

statement of salvation in the Bible. We won’t be able to look in detail at all of it, but I want to pull 

out the big ideas. 

These verses are all one long sentence in the original Greek. It is all built around the simple 

statement “He saved us”. This is the core idea of the Gospel. God saved us. From what? He saved us 

from sin and from the separation sin brings between us and God so that we cannot live the way he 

created us to live.  

But why did God do this? There are four words in this passage that give us the answer to that – love, 

kindness, mercy and grace. These words are the reason for our salvation. Not because of anything 

we have done, but because of who God is and how he feels toward us. 

Then we have to ask how did God save us? Paul uses three word pictures to describe what God has 

done.  

• Firstly, there is “the washing of rebirth”. We have been mucking about in the dirtiness of sin 

and everything we touch gets dirty from us. There is nothing we can do to get rid of the dirt 

of sin. But God has cleansed us and given us a fresh start.  

• Secondly, there is the “renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously”. 

Not only do we have a fresh start so that our past doesn’t mess us up, we are filled with the 

Holy Spirit who renews us and makes it possible for us to do the right thing. Paul is giving us 

a picture of an oil lamp which is filled up with oil so that now it can shine and light up the 

room.  

• Finally, Paul goes to a legal picture when he says that we have been ‘justified by grace’. 

Because of what Jesus did when he died and rose again, our status before God has been 

changed from guilty to innocent. 

And what is the result of all this? Our relationship with God has been restored! We have hope again 

because we are his children and a part of his Kingdom. We have eternal life – God’s life within us. 

We are different people because of what God has done.  

In summary, because of God’s love, kindness, mercy and grace, He has forgiven our past sins and 

given us a fresh start. He has also saved us from the negative pull in our lives towards sin and given 

us the Holy Spirit to help us to do what is right. This changes our relationship with God. We are now 

his children and His life is in us which gives us hope. We are not under the power of our past sins or 

our natural desires and selfishness. We have God’s power within us which enables us to “devote 

ourselves to doing what is good”. 

And what happens when God’s people act in this way? “These things are excellent and profitable for 

everyone.” We can make a positive difference in the lives of those around us. Can you imagine how 

different shopping would be right now if people were considerate and gentle? How much more 

helpful all forms of media and social engagement would be if no one was slandered? How much 

better it would be for everyone if people gave up their individual rights and did what our leaders 

asked us to do to limit the spread of the virus?  



We can’t control what everyone does, but we can control what we do. If God’s people made a 

determined effort to do what is good in these days, I think we could make a substantial difference in 

how things unfold over the coming days and weeks. It may feel like the church has been shut down. 

However, as we care for each other and those around us, we can be the church dispersed 

throughout the community, taking God’s kingdom into this world. We can become like a positive 

virus which spreads God’s love and life in a world which desperately needs it right now.  

So, as you get up each morning, and go through your day, ask God to give you the opportunities and 

the ability to “be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is 

good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle toward 

everyone.” 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. How do you think Christians could make a positive impact on our community in this situation? 

2. What do you find the hardest to do in the list above? Ask God to change you and enable you to 

be different.  

 

SUGGESTED SONGS 

Let your kingdom come 

 

BENEDICTION 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 

encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 

word. 

(2 Thessalonians 2:16,17) 
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