
Sunday morning service – 3/05/2020         HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 36:5-10 

5 Your unfailing love, O LORD, is as vast as the heavens; 
    your faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 
    your justice like the ocean depths. 
You care for people and animals alike, O LORD. 
7     How precious is your unfailing love, O God! 
All humanity finds shelter 
    in the shadow of your wings. 
8 You feed them from the abundance of your own house, 
    letting them drink from your river of delights. 
9 For you are the fountain of life, 
    the light by which we see. 

10 Pour out your unfailing love on those who love you; 
    give justice to those with honest hearts. 

 

SONG: Love of the Father (This is a new song the worship team was working on. If we learn it now, 

we can sing it when we are together again!) 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=QVA5s0w17I8&list=RDAMVMQVA5s0w17I8 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Dinesh Prasad) 

Heavenly father we come to you in the name of Jesus; to you the creator of this vast universe. You 
O God formed us from earthly dust into an image of the Divine. By your grace we are here for you 
control our destiny. Throughout the world your beauty is revealed for us to taste and see. Father 
you love us more than we deserve. You know our thoughts and read our hearts.  
 
What a privilege to come into your presence and worship our God. We give you our praise and 
thanksgiving for you alone are worthy. Thank you for your presence in our lives, we need you each 
passing moment. Thank you for Calvary and the precious blood, of Jesus for the forgiveness of our 
sin. Through the resurrection we have hope for an eternal destiny. Our joy will be pure, and deep, 
and sacred, and permanent.  
 
Lord this life is full of cross current, and crossroads, and cross purposes, the unexpected is often 
that which comes. The inspiring truth is that all our hopes are founded in Jesus, and all our energies 
sustained by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=QVA5s0w17I8&list=RDAMVMQVA5s0w17I8


Today we bring our needs to you, for you said come unto me, “Ask and it shall be given. I have 
come to give you life. I am the way. All things are possible. I am the resurrection. Taste a see how 
good The Lord is.” 
 
Our prayer is that you will watch over our nation, protect our waters and its boundaries; look after 
our citizens and draw them nearer to you. Give our leaders wisdom to look after the affairs and 
make wise decisions. May they know the fear of God for all are accountable to you. 
 
We pray for Bonnie’s family for peace and comfort, for losing dear one is heart-breaking. May they 
know your peace. For Jenny Ren for recovery from car accident where both her legs were fractured. 
Ross who is recovering from torn retina help him so he can have full vision. Bill and Brenda, Harry 
and Betty, Jeanette Harrington, Margaret Carey they all need your healing touch. 
 
We also remember Robyne’s husband who is in hospital. We pray that the surgery will be successful 
and that he will recover well. Everyone else in Grace Christian Church that has needs we bring them 
to you Lord. Take care of everyone Lord. 
 
Our mission partners Howard and Michelle, Caleb and Grace, Colin and Jill, Gabbi and Kit. May you 
keep them and their loved ones safe. Enlarge their ministry and equip them with all the needs. 
 
Thanks for all the mums and grandmothers at Grace Christian Church for this Mother's Day. They all 
may have a good family day. 
 
We pray for Becky as she prepares the book of Joshua and preparing messages. For Graeme looking 
after back office stuff to keep the church going. Lord our prayer is that we all could come into your 
house soon to worship you together for we all miss each other please do not keep us away for too 
long. 
 
Our Father in Heaven, hollowed be your name.  
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Kussan and I also take this time to thank everyone of our church family who helped and prayed and 
made those calls to see how we were doing. We felt your prayers and love. It has surely made my 
recovery like breath of fresh air. You all have touched our hearts. God bless you all. I can't wait to 
show you all my new heart.  
 

 

SONG: Great is thy Faithfulness 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=0k1WhFtVp0o&list=RDAMVM0k1WhFtVp0o 

 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=0k1WhFtVp0o&list=RDAMVM0k1WhFtVp0o


BIBLE READING 

Deuteronomy 34 – Joshua 1:11 (ESV) 

1Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 
opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali, the land 
of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, 3 the Negeb, and the 
Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4 And the LORD said to him, 
“This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’ 
I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” 5 So Moses the servant of the 
LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD, 6 and he buried him in the 
valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial to this day. 
7 Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8 And the 
people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and 
mourning for Moses were ended. 

9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him. 
So the people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10 And there has 
not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11 none like him 
for all the signs and the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and 
to all his servants and to all his land, 12 and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror 
that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 

Joshua 1:1After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses' assistant, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all 
this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole 
of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness 
and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the 
Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand 
before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave 
you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land 
that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do 
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall 
not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful 
to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then 
you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11 “Pass through the midst of the camp and 
command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this 
Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’” 

John 15:1-5 (ESV) 

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit 
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 



3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

 

REFLECTION: JOSHUA - New Beginnings (Becky Douglass) 

Video: https://youtu.be/X4tQi4nohs4 

This morning we are starting a new series on the book of Joshua. The Grace Groups had started to 

study it towards the end of last year, but we interrupted it for our look at the Gospels.  

As I was thinking about picking up on it again this year, I decided to sit down and read through 

again. I’ll admit I did skim through some of the lists of who got what piece of land! I’ve known some 

of the stories in the book of Joshua almost all my life. As a child, I pretended I was an Israelite and 

marched around the walls of Jericho. As a teenager, I marvelled that God had saved Rahab, a 

prostitute. As a young Bible College student, I grappled with the consequences of Achan’s sin. As an 

adult, I memorised the exhortation in Joshua 1:8,9 to be strong and courageous.  

I thought I knew the book of Joshua. But it wasn’t until I sat down and read it all through a couple of 

weeks ago that it hit me that the focus of the book of Joshua is not Joshua. We find the focus of the 

book towards the end in Joshua where it says: 

43 So the LORD gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their ancestors, and they took possession 

of it and settled there. 45 Not one of all the LORD’s good promises to Israel failed; every one was 

fulfilled. (Joshua 21:43,45) 

The focus is not on what Joshua, or Caleb, or Rahab, or Achan did. The focus is on what GOD did. 

God kept his promises and gave Israel a land to call their own. How all these people responded to 

God is not unimportant, but they are not the main characters. The main character, the main hero, is 

the faithful God that led Israel through the wilderness and into their own land, just as he promised. 

As I realised this, it changed the way I looked at everything else – and what I discovered about how 

we can learn from the book today. 

THE SETTING 

The book of Joshua is a continuation of the story of Israel. Several hundred years before, God made 

a covenant with a man named Abraham. He told Abraham that he would bless him and make his 

descendants into a great nation which would bless the rest of the world. God promised that 

Abraham’s that his family, who were wandering nomads, would one day be established in their own 

land. All they had to do was to stay loyal to God and reflect his character in how they lived their 

lives. This would point everyone around them to God and cause them to follow him too. Many 

years later, when Abraham’s descendants were slaves in Egypt, God had sent Moses to lead them 

out of Egypt and form them into a nation, the nation of Israel. Moses had also taught them how to 

follow and worship God. However, they hadn’t always done what they were supposed to and they 

often turned against God. Eventually, after they refused to trust God to give them the land he had 

https://youtu.be/X4tQi4nohs4


promised, God had kept them wandering around in the desert for 40 years, until all the generation 

who had left Egypt had died.  

This takes us to the end of Deuteronomy, which we read earlier.  Here we read the epitaph for the 

great leader, Moses. It says: 

And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, 

none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt. 

(Deuteronomy 34:10,11) 

But now Moses was dead, and the people were camped just outside of the land God had promised 

them. An era had ended. It was time for a new beginning. 

That new beginning involved a new generation of Israelites. Most of them had been born in the 

desert. They hadn’t been there when God had rescued them from Egypt and given them the 10 

Commandments. They would have heard stories of these things from their parents, but they had 

limited first-hand experience of God. 

They were heading into a new land. They had known nothing but a nomad life in the desert. They 

knew how to live on the manna and quail which God provided for them in the desert, but anything 

else was a rare treat - if at all. They were used to living in tents and moving around all the time. 

They had heard stories of the great warriors and fortified cities in the new land – how were they 

going to move in there?  

And now they had a new leader. Joshua had been Moses’ assistant and so he was well-known, but 

how would he do on his own? Would God be with him as he had been with Moses? Would he know 

how to lead them into hostile territory? 

As I was working on this sermon, I realised that in some ways, we as a church are in a similar 

position to the Israelites. We are facing a new beginning. We have lost a trusted leader. COVID-19 is 

creating a new reality that will be with us for a while and may change our lives forever. We’re not a 

young as we used to be and we can’t do what we used to do. It would be easy to become anxious, 

discouraged or even give up. What does God have for us in this new season of the life of our 

church? Will he still lead us as he has in the past? 

GOD’S GIVING 

One thing I discovered as I read through the first chapter of Joshua was that there was one word 

which is repeated several times. The word is ‘give’. And the one doing the giving is God. He wants 

the Israelites to know that their future is secure because he will continue to give them all that they 

needed.  

Specifically, he was still committed to giving them the land which he had promised to Abraham and 

Moses. His plan for them hadn’t changed. God promises once again to give them their future home. 

He says: 

Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to 

Moses. (Joshua 1:3) 



This was a promise first of all to Joshua, but also to the whole nation of Israel. Not only was this a 

physical home God was giving them, but it was to be the base from which they were to be a 

blessing to the rest of the world. Their purpose for existing. And if we read to the end of the book, 

we read that he keeps this promise: ‘So the LORD gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their 

ancestors.’ When God promises something, he can be trusted to follow through on that promise. 

Secondly, God promises to give them his presence. He says: 

Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. (Joshua 1:5) 

Many years before, Moses had said that he wouldn’t go on as their leader if God wasn’t going to go 

with them. He knew that God’s presence was vital to their continued survival. God had promised to 

go with Moses and now he is promising to go with Joshua. They are in God’s hands and under God’s 

protection. They are safe and he will make sure they succeed. 

We are God’s people too! And he has a plan for what he wants to do in our church. And he has a 

plan to work through us in this community and around the world. This is the “land” he is giving us. 

We also have his promise that he will give us all that we need to accomplish that plan. We may feel 

frail, and small, and insignificant. But he doesn’t see us that way! And we do not have to do this on 

our own – He is always with us. 

I am reminded of the promise Jesus made to his disciples as he goes back to heaven and sends 

them out to share the gospel with the world. He said: “And behold, I am with you always, to the end 

of the age.” (Matthew 28:20). We have experienced this in the past. We can trust this for our 

future. 

OUR RESPONSE 

So – since God was going to give all these things to the Israelites, did that mean that they just had 

to sit around and do nothing? No! they had a part to play in what was going to happen. God gives – 

and we, like Joshua and the Israelites, are called to respond to that giving. 

In God’s charge to Joshua we see what that response should entail. Firstly, God wants Joshua to 

know him deeply. God said to Joshua: “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but 

you shall meditate on it day and night” For Israel, the Law was a part of the covenant between 

them and God and involves more than just knowing abstract ideas, but represents a relationship 

with God through the Law. 

Secondly, God said to Joshua: “... so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in 

it.” As God and his word permeated Joshua’s life, he had the choice weather or not to allow it to 

guide his actions. It is not enough to just know God and his Word – it has to influence what he does. 

Finally, there is the result of this. God said to Joshua: “For then you will make your way prosperous 

(be settled in the land), and then you will have good (abiding) success.” As noted here, the Hebrew 

words used have less to do with wealth and more to do with being settled in the land God is giving 

them.  

I believe this is similar to what Jesus told his disciples just before he left them when he said that 

they needed to abide in Him in John 15 as we found in our reading.  



Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” Here, Jesus describes an even 

more intimate relationship when he says we must abide in Him. In the Old Testament, people came 

to God through the Law, now we can come to him directly. But we must be intentional about 

cultivating this. We need to listen to him as we read the bible and meditate on it, allowing the Holy 

Spirit to show us what it means. And we need to talk to him, constantly bringing everything to him 

in prayer.  

Secondly, we need to choose to obey what we discover in God’s Word. Jesus said to his disciples: “If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, ...” If we are to truly walk with him in all 

that he has planned for us, we must make this choice. Not that we will always do this perfectly, but 

as we allow God to change us and remake us into his image, we will be changed for the good and 

this will influence and bless all those around us. 

This is fruitful living. Jesus said to his disciples: “As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.” It is only as we abide in Christ that we 

will see the fruit – the signs of God’s work through us – in our lives and in our church. 

Abiding in Christ and his Word is the only way we can move forward as a Christian or as a Church. 

Without this, we can do nothing. And as we abide, then we can move forward with confidence to 

possess the land. Joshua tells the Israelites to “... go in to take possession of the land that the Lord 

your God is giving you to possess.” (Joshua 1:11) 

God says that he will give Israel the land he promised Abraham and Moses, but they must take 

possession of it. And this is not going to be easy. There are fortified cities and strong warriors. 

When they had checked out the land forty years earlier they had given up and run away! But now 

they had a second chance.  

Yes, it will be a big job. Yes, it will be scary at times. Yes, they will be tempted to give up. But if God 

is with the, they can do this. He charges Joshua with these words: “Have I not commanded you? Be 

strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed for the Lord your God will be 

with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) Being strong and courageous is not about trying really 

hard. It is about trusting God and stepping out in that trust to do what he has called you to do. Our 

strength and courage come from God’s presence as we abide in him and allow him to fill us. 

It is interesting to see how these things line up. God has promised to give them his presence, but 

they have to choose to abide in that presence. God promises to give them the land, but they must 

go in and possess it is God’s role to give to us and our role to respond to all that he gives us. Both 

are needed for success. 

CONCLUSIONS 

So – what can we conclude from what we have seen. How does this apply to us and to our church in 

our current situation? 

1. God has a plan for our church to thrive. He has not left us behind. He is still at work in and 

through us. 



2. He will always be with us and at work in our midst. Even when we can’t see or feel him, his is 

there. We need to trust him. 

3. Our first responsibility is to abide in him. More than anything else we can do, we must stay 

connected to the vine, our source of life.  

4. We can be strong and courageous to do what he calls us to do. This, of course, means that we 

need to spend time discovering what he wants us to do! This will happen as we abide in him. 

And in the end? In the end it will be all about Him and not us.  

 

PRAYER 

Dear God, like Joshua and Israel, we have a big job ahead of us.  Sometimes it seems impossible. It 

would be easy to become anxious, discouraged or even give up. We may not immediately know 

what God has for us in this new season of the life of our church.  But you will lead us as you have in 

the past. You will give us what you have promised and you will be with us. May we work together to 

abide in you and be strong and courageous in the strength you give. Amen. 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. What things help you to abide in Christ? When do you find it difficult? 

2. How could you remind yourself of God’s presence with you during this week? 

 

SONG: Yet not I but Christ 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=hwc2d1Xt8gM&list=RDAMVMhwc2d1Xt8gM 

 

BENEDICTION: Hebrews 13:20,21 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the 

dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his 

will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=hwc2d1Xt8gM&list=RDAMVMhwc2d1Xt8gM

