
Sunday morning service – 3/05/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Deuteronomy 10:14,16-18,20-21 (NLT) 

14 “Behold, the highest heavens and the earth  

and everything in it all belong to the LORD your God. 

 16 Therefore, change your hearts and stop being stubborn. 
17 “For the LORD your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords.  

He is the great God, the mighty and awesome God,  

who shows no partiality and cannot be bribed.  
18 He ensures that orphans and widows receive justice.  

He shows love to the foreigners living among you  

and gives them food and clothing.  
20 You must fear the LORD your God  

and worship him and cling to him.  

Your oaths must be in his name alone.  
21 He alone is your God,  

the only one who is worthy of your praise,  

the one who has done these mighty miracles  

that you have seen with your own eyes.  

 

SONG: Behold our God 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Pam Small) 

Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? 

Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 

Awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 

Exodus 15:11 

 

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you... 

James 4:8a 

 

Father, thank You that, though You are the God above all gods and majestic in holiness, Your 

Word tells us in the book of James that, if we draw near to You, You will draw near to us.  

Last week Becky spoke to us from Your Word reminding us how important it is to get to 

know You better.  We are such a ‘doing’ generation it is often difficult for us to ‘be still and 

know that You are God’.  While we are not joyful because of COVID-19 and the fact that 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58


many people have suffered and died, the restrictions have provided an opportunity for us to 

‘stop’ and reflect on what is important to us.  It is a unique opportunity to draw near to You, 

to get to know You and Your Word better while we are less caught up with ‘doing’ other 

things.  Enable us to make the most of this opportunity while we can.  As we live (or abide as 

the Scriptures say) in a closer relationship with You we will begin to become more like You, 

to think and act more like You do and grow to love you with all our heart, soul, mind and 

strength and our neighbour as ourselves. 

 

We thank You that the restrictions have been effective in reducing the number of cases of 

the virus in Australia.  We pray for ongoing wisdom for our national and state leaders in the 

decisions they continue to make going forward.   

 

We pray for those we support in various special ministries both nearby and far away.  We 

pray for patience for Colin & Jill and Howard, Michelle and their family, as their desire to 

serve You in other lands has been put on hold at this time.  May they use this time to draw 

closer to You, also.  We pray for Your ongoing protection and provision for Caleb, Grace and 

Garry in Uganda as they seek Your will in paid work for Grace and for Caleb as he works to 

complete his thesis.  Please continue to prepare the way before Kit and Gabbi as they build 

relationships at the university and high school. 

 

Thank You that Robyne’s husband, Phil, though still in ICU, is making small improvements 

every day. 

 

We pray for Michael’s 94 year-old mum who has a slight hairline fracture of her pelvis, 

following a fall recently.  Please bring your healing and protection and relief from pain for 

her during this time of recovery.  We pray for strength and courage to be able to manage 

the physiotherapy she needs to get her up and walking again. 

We thank You that Brenda’s specialist was unable to find anything wrong with her heart 

when she saw him this week.  However, he would like to do some further tests to rule out 

other possibilities.  Please prepare the way before her as she has these tests.  We pray for 

Your peace for her and Bill. 

 

We continue to pray for ongoing healing for Dinesh for his heart.  Thank You for bringing 

him safely through these first six weeks since his surgery.  Please continue Your healing for 

Kussan’s eye as she still has a lump which becomes itchy at times.  We pray, too, for Your 

healing, protection, strength and peace for others in our church family who are also facing 

various trials at this time. 

 

We thank You for Your weekly provision of a Sunday service using the technology You have 

enabled people to discover and for the ways we can continue to communicate with each 



other using phones and computers.  Please guide us about ways that we can begin to 

reconnect in person as the restrictions are slowly lifted.  Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

SONG: By Faith 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE 

 

BIBLE READING 

Joshua 2 

1 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he 

said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab 

and stayed there. 

2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy 

out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who 

came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.” 

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to 

me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At dusk, when it was time to close the 

city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch 

up with them.” 6 (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of 

flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that 

leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was 

shut. 

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said to them, “I know 

that the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all 

who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how the LORD 

dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to 

Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely 

destroyed. 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed 

because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE


12 “Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, 

because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of 

my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you 

will save us from death.” 

14 “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will 

treat you kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us the land.” 

15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of 

the city wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide 

yourselves there three days until they return, and then go on your way.” 

17 Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us 
18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through 

which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers 

and all your family into your house. 19 If any of them go outside your house into the street, 

their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who are in the 

house with you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on them. 20 But if you tell 

what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear.” 

21 “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” So she sent them away, and they departed. 

And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 

22 When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until the pursuers had 

searched all along the road and returned without finding them. 23 Then the two men started 

back. They went down out of the hills, forded the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and 

told him everything that had happened to them. 24 They said to Joshua, “The LORD has surely 

given the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.” 

 

Galatians 3:7-9 

7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw 

that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to 

Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed 

along with Abraham, the man of faith. 

 

 

 



REFLECTION: Rahab, the faithful (Becky Douglass) 

Video: https://youtu.be/WWo21vH-2H4 

We love stories of transformation, don’t we? The ugly duckling that becomes the swan, the 

son of a tradesman who becomes the leader of his country, the unknown middle-aged 

woman who rockets to fame as a singer. Today we are going to look at a story of 

transformation in Joshua – the story of Rahab. Whenever we read about her in the Bible, 

she is always known as Rahab the prostitute – except in Matthew, where she is Rahab, the 

mother of Boaz, who is the husband of Ruth and the great-grandfather of David. She is part 

of lineage of David and ultimately of Jesus! She goes from being Rahab, the prostitute to 

Rahab, the faithful child of God.  

Last week, as we looked at the beginning of Joshua’s leadership of Israel, we looked at one 

of the key themes in the book – that of God’s giving and our response to that giving. We saw 

that God gave Israel the land, but they had to possess it. God gave them his presence, but 

they had to abide in that presence. We will see this theme come up over and over 

throughout the book and this week we will see this dynamic in Rahab’s story. 

God’s giving 

The recipient of God’s giving in today’s passage was not a righteous Israelite like Joshua. 

Unlike Joshua, this person wasn’t an Israelite, this person wasn’t a man, and this person 

wasn’t even righteous. This person was a Canaanite, a woman, and a prostitute. As an idol-

worshiping Canaanite, she was under God’s judgement. As a woman, she was a second-class 

person. As a prostitute, she was the mere possession of whoever could buy her. In fact, 

Canaanites often sold their daughters into prostitution to pay off debts – it was a role for 

those who could survive in no other way. 

Would you have chosen to reach out to Rahab? Would you have thought her worthy of 

God’s gifts? I wonder – do we sometimes, maybe unconsciously, think that a person must be 

‘nice’ before God will seek a relationship with them? As we can see in Rahab’s story, nothing 

in us can cause God to turn away from us. God knew Rahab totally and still chose to reach 

out to her and to give to her.  

What did he give? I believe God gave her the opportunity to get to know him. First, he 

revealed himself to her through his actions. Rahab had heard what God had done to part 

the Red Sea over 40 years previously. She had also heard about the Israelites’ more recent 

defeat of the Amorite kings. These things made a big impression on the whole population. 

Rahab tells the spies that “When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s 

courage failed because of you.” (Joshua 2:11) God made sure that everyone in Jericho knew 

about Israel and their God. In a sense everyone in that city had the opportunity to turn to 

https://youtu.be/WWo21vH-2H4


God and be saved based on what they knew. If they had done this, maybe they all would 

have been saved. 

Secondly, God chose to come and give her a personal opportunity to respond. We read that 

the spies “they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there”. 

(Joshua 2:1) What led them to her? Why would they have gone to a prostitute’s house? The 

commentators have suggested serval reasons why good Israelites were hanging out at a 

prostitute’s house – but I am not totally convinced by any of their arguments! I think the 

spies ended up at Rahab’s place simply because God wanted to connect with Rahab and 

God led them to her. It was a divine appointment. Through this connection, the spies gained 

some important information from her, but she was given much more. God knew Rahab’s 

heart was open to him, so God sent those spies to her place to save her.  

Rahab’s response 

Rahab didn’t know much about God but she responds to the truth she does know. She 

wasn’t there at Mt Sinai to hear the 10 commandments and the rest of the Law. She didn’t 

know how to approach God through the sacrifices and temple observances. But she chooses 

to respond in faith to what she does know. She has obviously thought about what she has 

heard and what it means. She says, “I know that the LORD has given you this land” (Joshua 

2:She acknowledges both God’s right to give them the land and her faith in the certainty 

that it will happen. She goes on to say, “the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on 

the earth below”. (Joshua 2:11) She believes that the God of the Israelites is the God of 

gods. He is above the gods of the Canaanites that she has worshipped all her life. His reign 

encompasses all things in heaven and earth. She is responding in faith to the truth she 

knows. 

This faith is backed up by her actions. People often quibble over the fact that she lies to the 

king’s messengers. What I think we need to see is that she does this because she has 

changed her allegiance. She no longer sees herself a subject of Jericho’s king or a 

worshipper of Jericho’s gods. She now sees herself as a follower of the God of Israel. Her 

allegiance is to him. What she did would have been seen as treason and blasphemy by the 

people of Jericho, worthy of death. But she was willing to risk everything in order to express 

her allegiance to the God of Israel. 

And she then requests that that she be taken under the protection of that God. Something 

that doesn’t come out in our English translation is that she talks to the spies in covenant 

language. She doesn’t use a generic name for god, she uses God’s covenant name – Yahweh 

– when she talks about him. When she asks for protection, she uses more covenant 

language. In English, it says “Please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to 

my family, because I have shown kindness to you.” (Joshua 2:12) But that English word 

‘kindness’ is the Hebrew word hesed which means covenant loyalty or love. It is what God 

has for us as his children – the loyalty and love toward us that can never be broken. Because 



she has shown her loyalty to Yahweh and his nation, Israel, she is claiming His protection in 

the coming invasion. It is another bold declaration of her faith. 

God’s Response 

So how does God respond to this declaration? He accepts her, protects her and incorporates 

her into his people.  

He gives her a sign of his acceptance. And a remarkable sign it is – one that looks back to the 

Passover and forward to the cross. She is to signal her continuing loyalty to Yahweh by 

hanging a red cord out of her window. When you compare this to the Passover, you see 

striking similarities. There is the scarlet cord out of the window and the blood on the 

doorframe. In both places there is a requirement that all the family be in the house marked 

by the blood and the cord. And the result in both instances? It is salvation from the 

judgement and destruction of God. And of course, all this relates strongly to the salvation 

we know through the blood of Christ on the cross for us. 

God accepts her faith and covers her with his protection. In Hebrews 11 we read a roll call 

of faith: “By faith Abel … by faith Enoch … by faith Noah … by faith Abraham … by faith Sarah 

… by faith Isaac … by faith Jacob … by faith Joseph … by faith Moses … by faith the prostitute 

Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.” In 

James 2:25, we read again about Rahab: “In the same way, was not even Rahab the 

prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent 

the off in a different direction?” God responded to Rahab’s faith by protecting her and 

considering her among the righteous. 

And when she was rescued, she was incorporated into God’s people as one of them. After 

the defeat of Jericho, we read: “But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and 

all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and 

she lives among the Israelites to this day.” (Joshua 6:25)  

She didn’t just live among the Israelites. As we saw earlier, she was incorporated into their 

most holy blood line. It is interesting that the Jews have a different tradition for her lineage. 

They believe she married Joshua and through him started a line of prophets which included 

Jeremiah and the female prophet Huldah who prophesied to Josiah. Maybe she married 

twice and anchors two great lineages! I don’t know. As my mother would say whenever I 

had a question she couldn’t answer – “That’s a question you can ask her when you get to 

heaven!” 

Rahab’s story and our story 

So, how does our story relate to Rahab’s story? Her life was over 3,500 years ago. It was 

before Christ’s death and resurrection. It was in a completely different culture and life 

context. How do we connect to it and learn from it? 



I think we can start In Galatians 3:9 which was a part of our Bible reading. “So those who rely 

on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. Like Rahab, we are not Israelites. 

We are Gentiles. She was incorporated into God’s people by her faith in God. We are 

incorporated into God’s people by our faith. Rahab didn’t know everything about God, but 

she responded to what she knew and acted accordingly. God accepted and rewarded that 

faith – small and imperfect though it was. Like Rahab, God accepts us on the basis of our 

faith – small and imperfect though it may be at times. 

But before she could respond, God reached out to her – even though she was a Canaanite, a 

woman and a prostitute. God delights in saving and using the most unlikely people. He used 

Moses, a stutterer, to speak for him; Sarah, an infertile woman, to be the mother of a 

nation; Gideon, a fearful weakling, to defend him; David, a forgotten son, to be an 

unforgettable king; Mary, an unknown teenager, to be the mother of Christ; and Paul, a 

fanatical persecutor, to take the gospel to the nations. These are transformation stories only 

God could bring about. 

Maybe you are like me and feel rather ordinary most of the time. Maybe you have a past 

that haunts you. Maybe your sin overshadows you. Do you feel unworthy of God’s 

attention? Guess what? We are all unworthy of his intention. But God delights in reaching 

out to the unworthy, bringing them into his family and working them into the story of his 

work in this world. He can take the most ordinary, sinful people and accomplish the 

extraordinary in and through them. And he can do the same in your life – it is never too late 

or too hard for him. 

If I had been Rahab, I would have grabbed that red cord as I was leaving Jericho and kept it 

in a prominent position wherever I lived – just to remind me of my story of God’s gracious 

love. Maybe you would find it helpful to get a bit of red ribbon or cord and put it 

somewhere you will be reminded of God’s gracious love for you and the fact that he has a 

place for you in his plans. Maybe use it as a bookmark for your Bible or tie it somewhere 

you’ll see it every day. And when you see it, use it as a prompt to thank God that he reached 

out to you, accepted you, saved you and incorporated you into his family. 

 

PRAYER 

God, we thank you that we don’t have to be ‘nice’ to be recipients of your giving. Thank you 

for reaching out to us in your grace and helping us to get to know you and have faith in you. 

Thank you for responding to that faith by accepting us, saving us and incorporating us into 

your family and into your eternal plan. May the story of Rahab remind us that no one is too 

far away from you to be drawn into your kingdom. Amen. 

 



QUESTIONS 

1. Who are the Rahab’s around us – the unloved and the unlovely? How could we as a 

church reach out to them with God’s grace and love? 

2. Last week we suggested doing something to remind yourself of God’s presence with 

you. Did you do something? What could you do this week to remind you of what God 

has given to you? 

 

SONG: There is a Redeemer 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7fJFB-57mI 

 

BENEDICTION: Numbers 6:24-26 

24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25 the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. 

For something different, enjoy a sung version of this blessing made by people from churches 

and ministries around the UK. 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U 
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