
Sunday morning service – 24/05/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 1 John 3:1-3 

1See what great love the Father has lavished on us,  
that we should be called children of God!  
And that is what we are!  
The reason the world does not know us  
is that it did not know him.  
2 Dear friends, now we are children of God,  
and what we will be has not yet been made known.  
But we know that when Christ appears,  
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  
3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves,  
just as he is pure. 

What great love, what great hope is this! 

 

SONG: Love of the Father  

https://youtube.com/watch?v=QVA5s0w17I8&list=RDAMVMQVA5s0w17I8 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Becky Douglass) 

For God so loved the world  

that He gave his one and only Son,  

that whoever believes in him  

will not perish, but have eternal life. 

(John 3:16) 

How great is the love of the Father! Given life at such a price - this is love, this is love! 

The only way we can respond to this giving, is to say thank You and lean our whole trust on 

You. You know us intimately and You choose to love us deeply and care for us personally. 

We want to bring to You in prayer some of our church family who are going through difficult 

times. Some have lost family members. We think of Bonnie’s family who are still adjusting to 

life without her and grieving her passing. We also pray for Val and her family as they mourn 

the sudden passing of her mum, Daphne. We pray for safe travels for the family up to Bribie 

Island this next week and comfort her husband, Robert and the rest of the family as they 

attend her funeral on Thursday morning. Thank You that both Bonnie and Daphne are with 

You now, enjoying Your presence. 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=QVA5s0w17I8&list=RDAMVMQVA5s0w17I8


Others in our church continue to deal with physical issues. We think of Jenny in the hospital 

with her broken legs and Phil as he contunes in the hospital as her recovers from surgery. 

Please support their families as they care for them. We also think of Bill and Brenda, Harry 

and Betty, Dinesh and Kussan, Jeanette Harrington, Michael’s mum, Daryl and Steve and 

others who have on-going health issues. We pray for your healing and for your peace and 

comfort as they deal with these issues, made more difficult in the current situation. 

We pray for wisdom for our Church Council as they guide our church through this unusual 

time. We pray for wisdom also for state and national and global leaders as they make 

decisions which will impact our lives for years to come. Lord, no one has gone through 

something like this – no one really knows what to expect. We need leaders with clear minds 

and unselfish motivations and deep compassion for those suffering. Have mercy on us we 

pray. 

Father, we also want to remember our ministry partners. Their ministries have all been 

affected. We pray for your hand upon them as they seek to know how to move ahead. We 

pray You would encourage them and provide for their needs. We pray especially for the 

Newby children who are experiencing a quite different school year than they had expected 

and difficult uncertainty for the future. May they find in You all they need at this time. 

In all these circumstances, we know that You are our God and our loving Father. We can 

trust You to always be with us. Teach us to walk with You. Amen 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

SONG: Cornerstone/My Hope is Built 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=CJ6WwkOPrbg&list=RDAMVMCJ6WwkOPrbg 

 

BIBLE READING 

Joshua 4:19-5:12 

19 On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at 
Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho. 20 And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they 
had taken out of the Jordan. 21 He said to the Israelites, “In the future when your 
descendants ask their parents, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 tell them, ‘Israel crossed the 
Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=CJ6WwkOPrbg&list=RDAMVMCJ6WwkOPrbg


crossed over. The LORD your God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red Sea when he 
dried it up before us until we had crossed over. 24 He did this so that all the peoples of the 
earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you might always fear 
the LORD your God.” 

5:1 Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the 
coast heard how the LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until they had crossed 
over, their hearts melted in fear and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites. 

2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again.” 
3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth. 

4 Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the men of military age—
died in the wilderness on the way after leaving Egypt. 5 All the people that came out had 
been circumcised, but all the people born in the wilderness during the journey from Egypt 
had not. 6 The Israelites had moved about in the wilderness forty years until all the men who 
were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had not obeyed the LORD. For 
the LORD had sworn to them that they would not see the land he had solemnly promised their 
ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So he raised up their sons in their 
place, and these were the ones Joshua circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because 
they had not been circumcised on the way. 8 And after the whole nation had been 
circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they were healed. 

9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” 
So the place has been called Gilgal to this day. 

10 On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of 
Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 11 The day after the Passover, that very day, 
they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. 12 The manna 
stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any manna for 
the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan 

Acts 2:40-47 

40 With many other words he (Peter) warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, 
and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 



REFLECTION: JOSHUA – The Covenant Refreshed 

Video: https://youtu.be/-kqheo7gyUY 

In these early chapters of Joshua, we’ve seen a new beginning for the Israelites. It is a new 

generation going into a new land, under a new leader. The generation who had left Egypt 

had experienced His mighty power in freeing them from slavery, had confirmed their 

covenant with Him at Mt Sinai. But then they had rebelled against God and had wandered in 

the wilderness for 40 years until they had all died. As Israel now camps on the bank of the 

Jordon river, this new generation need to experience God themselves and refresh their 

relationship, their covenant with Him as they face the new challenges this new land will 

bring. 

This reminds me of something which is increasingly happening in the entertainment 

industry – the updating and re-working of old movies and TV programs. A program which 

has been popular in the past is brought back with new episodes of the show or as a 

completely remade version. One show which has done this is Star Trek. The original series 

was released back in the late 1960s. In the late 1980s, it was resurrected as Star Trek: The 

Next Generation. While this used new actors and characters, the story was basically the 

same – people travelling in a spaceship around the galaxy meeting a variety of good and bad 

aliens. It was the same, but it was refreshed to reflect new issues and attitudes. 

There is a sense in which this is what we see in Joshua. God takes the new generation of 

Israelites through some similar experiences to the original generation of Israelites to get 

them ready to face their new situation. 

A reminder of who God is 

As they start out this process, they need to be reminded of who God is. Can they trust Him? 

Is He powerful enough? Is He still with them? The crossing of the Jordon River, which echoes 

the crossing of the Red Sea 40 years earlier, is God’s answer to these questions. He says: 

This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive 

out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and 

Jebusites. See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan 

ahead of you. (Joshua 3:10,11) 

When he stops the Jordon River, it will be proof what He has promised, He will do. He will 

give them His presence and the land. As the Lord of all the earth, represented by the ark of 

the covenant, goes before them they will see that, as Rahab affirmed, He is God, not just of 

the Israelites, but of all the earth.  

But as we have already seen, As God gives and acts, He calls us to respond. There are a 

couple of things they must do in response to this miracle. We read: 

And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD—the Lord of all the earth—set foot 

in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap. 

https://youtu.be/-kqheo7gyUY


This is different to the crossing of the Red Sea. Now, they will have to step out in faith 

BEFORE God will act on their behalf. It is interesting to note that God stops the water many 

miles north of where they are. The waters then have to drain. It might well have taken a 

couple of hours before the priests in the river observed any change in the water level. I 

wonder how they felt as they waited with their feet wet? But they did wait saw that God did 

what He had promised. 

As they are crossing over, God tells them: 

Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the 

Israelites, to serve as a sign among you ...  to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.”  

(Joshua 4:5-7) 

God commands them to set up a physical reminder of this event. He didn’t do this for the 

crossing of the Red Sea because they weren’t staying in the area. But now they are in the 

Promised Land. God is building a foundation for their picture of God. It is a significant initial 

step for them as they move into the land He has promised them.  

The memorial would have looked something like this. It was the 

first of several memorials God commands them to set up. They, like 

us, needed help to remember. And what are they to remember?  

He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the 

hand of the LORD is powerful and that you might always fear the 

LORD your God. (Joshua 4:24) 

Just like the crossing of the Red Sea, it will tell all the peoples of the earth, as well as the 

Israelites, that He is a God to be feared and revered. This is who their God is. 

A reminder of who they are 

Next, God takes them back through the core symbols of their covenant with Him which 

mark them out as His people. As they go into the new land, they needed to have a clear 

identity as God’s people so that they would not be assimilated into the surrounding nations. 

They need to remember who they belong to and who must guide their actions. These core 

symbols were circumcision and the Passover. 

As soon as they are in the land, God says: 

“Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again.” 

 Apparently, when they were wandering in the wilderness, this was not done. But the 

Israelites could not claim to be a part of the covenant with God without being circumcised. 

Then, as soon as they had healed from this we read: 

On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of 

Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 

Before they could celebrate the Passover, they had to be circumcised. Maybe this is why 

they had not celebrated the Passover regularly in the wilderness. We are not told why these 



two things were not continued during this time. It may have stemmed from the rebellion of 

the older generation. They didn’t take their relationship with God seriously and so they 

didn’t pass it on to the next generation.  

In some ways, this feels like an unnecessary pause in the action. They have had a mighty 

miracle in crossing the Jordon River and everyone around is in fear of them and their God. 

Shouldn’t they have built on that and jumped right into the conquest of the land? However, 

they needed to move forward with their status as people of God at the forefront of their 

minds and hearts. It was a delay with a purpose. 

Chapter 5 then ends on a small but significant note: 

The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any 

manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan. (Joshua 5:11,12) 

The Israelites are no longer wandering in the wilderness, feed supernaturally by God. From 

this point on, they will be sustained by the land which God is giving them. An era has 

finished. 

Israel’s story and our story 

So, how does all of this relate to us? How does the Israelite story relate to the story of our 

relationship with God?  

Well, to go back to the Star Trek illustration (!) We are not Start Trek: The Next Generation 

like the next generation of Israelites as they head into the new land. We are more like the 

new Star Trek movies which start with the same premise and characters as the original 

series but as the story develops, some new twists in the plot send it off in a different 

direction. The basic ideas are the same, but how they are worked out is different. The same 

is true for the relationship between Israel’s relationship with God and our relationship with 

him. The core ideas are the same, but because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, they are 

worked out differently. 

For instance, I think the display of power seen in the crossing of the Red Sea and the Jordon 

River is similar to God’s display of power in the resurrection. This is referred to over and 

over in the New Testament as the standard display of God’s saving power – for instance: 

By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. (1 Corinthians 

6:14) 

By raising Jesus from the dead, He not only showed His power over physical death, but over 

the sin which entangles us and the principalities and powers of Satan which bring death and 

corruption to this world. His victory is complete although we don’t see its full outworking 

yet. 

Secondly, circumcision is a sign of membership which is observed in the church with 

baptism. We read: 



In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands … 

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him ... 

(Colossians 2:11,12) 

Baptism is the sign of our identification with Christ in His death and resurrection. Like 

circumcision, it will not make us a child of God, but it is a symbol of what happens in the 

heart when we accept God’s salvation and are born again into His family. 

And finally, the Passover is carried on into the church through our remembrance that: 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. (1 Cor 5:7 ). As we celebrate Communion, we 

"...do this in remembrance of me ..." for whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  (1 Cor 11:23-26) 

Like the Passover, Communion is a remembrance of God’s saving action on our behalf.  

While baptism is a one-time celebration of our entrance into relationship with Christ, 

Communion is a regular reminder and a time to refocus our lives around our relationship 

with God. 

So what does this look like in practice for us as the church, the people of God, the Body of 

Christ? In the early church, we read: 

Those who accepted his message were baptized, ... They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:41,42)  

We see a rhythm of life and worship that is not that different to our rhythm today. They 

were baptised as they repented of their sin and accepted Christ’s salvation. Then they 

regularly gathered, probably in small household groups, to be taught, to share with one 

another, to remember Christ through Communion and to pray together.  

You know, in our current circumstances, we are not able to gather as we would wish. But 

that doesn’t mean we can’t continue many of these things even while separated. We can 

still make sure we are taking regular opportunities to read God’s Word and listen to 

teaching about it. We can keep in fellowship with others even if it has to be from a distance 

and we can pray individually or in small groups.  

During this time, we can’t celebrate Communion together as a church. It will be wonderful 

when we can! However, we can find other ways to remember Christ’s death and 

resurrection. Last week we talked about hanging a red cord or ribbon like Rahab. Posters 

with Bible verses are helpful – especially if they help us to memorise those verses. Christian 

music can focus our hearts on Him. A beautiful flower from the garden can remind us of the 

God who made it. Now is a good time to be creative! 

God knows that we need to be regularly reminded of who He is and who we are in relation 

to Him. We need to remember that our powerful God is with us, that He has saved us and 

that we are His people. On the basis of these things, we can move forward to do what He 

calls us to. 

 



PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for who you are – our ever-present, all-powerful God. Thank you that 

you have chosen to pursue a relationship with us. Lord, please keep bringing things into our 

lives to remind us of you and your salvation. Teach us to keep our eyes on you. You are our 

God. Amen 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. As you have been reading these chapters and listening to the sermons, has anything 

stood out to you or raised questions for you? (I’d love to hear about these – we don’t 

have the same opportunities for casual conversations about what we are learning at the 

moment! -Becky) 

2. What are some ways you find helpful to remind you of the truths of the gospel? 

 

SONG: Behold the Lamb 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=OeuFpemIiBs&list=LM 

Usually we sing this before communion. Although we can’t celebrate it together at the 

moment, you might find it helpful to just listen to the song as you quietly reflect on the 

words. 

 

BENEDICTION: Romans 11:33,36 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his 

judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 36 For from him and through him and for him 

are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

 

_____________________ 

*All scripture from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used 
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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