
Sunday morning service – 31/05/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Splendour and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” 
  The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
13 Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. 
   He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

 

SONG: God of Wonders 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=etXF7wLIeYk&list=LM 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Graeme and Jeanette Odgers) 

Psalm 90:1,2 
 
“Lord, You have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 
Before the mountains were born or You brought forth  the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting You are God. “ 
 
Everlasting, Loving God, 
 
We praise You for Your greatness and majesty.  The whole creation is Yours! - from the 
largest galaxy to the tiniest insect! Thank You for giving us eyes to see, ears to hear and 
minds to think, ponder and enjoy all that You have made. “God of wonders beyond our 
galaxy, You are holy. The universe declares Your majesty !” How great and awesome You 
are! 
 
Today we think of people all around the world who are suffering in different ways, because 
of the coronavirus. Please help each one in whatever situation they are in.  Please help 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=etXF7wLIeYk&list=LM


doctors, nurses and other medical people as they treat the sick and as researchers seek to 
discover a vaccine. We thank You for Christian organisations such as Samaritans Purse who 
are providing medical staff, medicines and field hospitals to help and treat those who are 
ill.  Give them Your love, guidance and skill to be able to help and encourage those they are 
working with. 
 
We also think of Colin and Jill, Howard, Michelle and family, Caleb and Grace in Uganda and 
Kit at the University and Gabbi at the girls High School.  Thank You that we can support 
them in prayer and financially.  Please be with them as they seek Your guidance and leading 
for their futures. May they know Your peace and encouragement during this time as they 
wait on You. 
 
Father, we also think of those amongst us who are not well. Some are recuperating after 
operations, some are undergoing treatment for cancer related conditions and others are 
living with work or age related health problems.  Father, please be with each one and may 
they know Your comforting presence, Your peace and rest as they face each new day. Help 
them to remember   Your promise that “You will never leave them, nor forsake them.”  
 
We do pray for Your continued guidance as You lead us into the future, in our own lives and 
also for our church.  Please give us Your wisdom as we seek to find a new Minister, and we 
do pray for that person that even now You will be preparing and equipping them to join 
with us in ministry as we seek to grow in our relationship with You and then as we  take the 
message of Your love and salvation to a desperately needy world. 
 
Thank You Father for Your love, grace and mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

SONG: Speak, O Lord 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=my90e3a_nlM&list=LM 

 

 

 

 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=my90e3a_nlM&list=LM


BIBLE READING 

Joshua 5:13-6:5, 6:20-25 

13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him 
with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our 
enemies?” 

14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” Then 
Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my 
Lord have for his servant?” 

15 The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where 
you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 

(6:1 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went 
out and no one came in.) 

2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its 
king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for 
six days. 4 Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the 
seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 
5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud 
shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.” 

20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when 
the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they 
took the city. 21 They devoted the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living 
thing in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. 

22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house 
and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” 23 So the 
young men who had done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and 
mother, her brothers and sisters and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire 
family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 

24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and 
the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house. 25 But Joshua spared 
Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men 
Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day.  

Ephesians 6:10-20 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armour of God, so 
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on 
the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 



ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of 
truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with 
your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all 
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.  

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that 
whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery 
of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, 
as I should. 

 

REFLECTION: JOSHUA - New Beginnings (Becky Douglass) 

Video: https://youtu.be/CAftj5rUZME 

I don’t know about you, but as I watch the news these days, it feels like we are in the middle 

of a war. Every day we are given infection and fatality counts, discussions of tactics and 

weapons and victories are celebrated. But this is a different kind of war and it can be 

confusing at times. Who or what is the enemy? Where are the battle lines? Sometimes, it is 

hard to know who’s on whose side! 

As we continue to look at the book of Joshua today, let’s keep those questions in the back of 

our minds. I want to share some ideas that will help us to know what to think and how to 

act in our current situation.   

Joshua is divided into 4 sections: 

1. Entering the land (ch 1-5:12) 

2. Capturing the land (ch 5:13 – 12) 

3. Settling the land (ch 13-21) 

4. Committing in the land (ch 22-24) 

Last week we came to the end of the first section. As they ate from the food in the promised 

land, God stopped sending the manna. They were now in the land He had promised to 

them. Over the next couple of weeks, we will look at the second section as they capture the 

land.  We’ll be hearing from both Ross and Bob during this time. I am looking forward to 

that! 

As we go through these events, we will also see how the themes of giving and responding 

play out. At times, the Israelites respond appropriately to God’s giving and other times they 

don’t. Just like us! 

As the story moves into this new phase, God meets with Joshua again. In chapter 1 we saw 

how God prepared him for his new leadership role. In today’s passage we have a very 

specific commissioning for the task ahead of him. This goes from 5:13 through 6:5 – ignore 

https://youtu.be/CAftj5rUZME


the chapter break! This commissioning is similar to other commissionings in the Old 

Testament, for instance Moses at the burning bush. This passage is carefully composed, and 

the wording is chosen deliberately to convey meaning. We’ll go through each verse and 

highlight the important bits and seek to answer a few key questions 

Who’s the Commander? 

13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him 
with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our 
enemies?” 

Joshua comes across a warrior ready for battle – with a drawn sword – and challenges him. 
Joshua is the commander of Israel’s army and wants to know if this warrior is a friend or foe.  

14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” Then 
Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my 
Lord have for his servant?” 

But the answer is not what Joshua is expecting! The commander of the army of the LORD is 
seen in Scripture as God himself – elsewhere called Yahweh Sabaoth in Hebrew – often 
translated as Lord of Hosts or God Almighty. Joshua’s response leaves this identification in 
no doubt. He immediately acknowledges the other’s supremacy and humbly prostrates 
himself and submits as a servant. The Lord’s response is an important readjustment of 
Joshua’s thinking. God is not on anyone’s side – the question is who is on the God’s side! 
God is not here for us, we are here for him. 

15 The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you 
are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. 

This passage strongly echoes Moses’ commissioning at the burning bush. There too, Moses 
is told to take off his sandals because he is on holy ground. The readers would recognise this 
connection and realise that God was commissioning Joshua to go in to possess the land just 
as he had commissioned Moses to lead the people out of slavery.  

Who’s the commander? It is Yahweh Sabaoth – God Almighty – with Joshua as his 
commissioned leader. 

What’s the power source? 

As we move into chapter 6, there is an interruption, a parenthesis added by the narrator. 

6:1 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out 
and no one came in. 

This serves to heighten the tension and help the reader understand the significance of what 

is coming up next. The situation is difficult and the chance of success is low. 



2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its 

king and its fighting men. 

Here we see again the theme of God’s giving. They will not win the city through their 

prowess. God is going to give it to them.  

What’s the mission? 

3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven 

priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around 

the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 

This mission has two elements. It involves the armed men – it is a military action and will 

cause people to fear the military might of the Israelites. But it also involves the priests and 

the ark of the covenant – it is also a religious action and with the goal of causing the people 

to revere the God of all the earth.  

5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud 

shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.” 

When the city walls fall down with no assault by the Israelites, it will be clear that this is 

something that God has done supernaturally, on behalf of the Israelites.  

The way the writer, inspired by the Holy Spirit, has written this indicates clearly that this is 

no ordinary war. It is a holy war, waged by God himself. In saying this, we need to be very 

careful in applying this to other situation. People have claimed holy war status for many 

conflicts, things that we see now were anything but holy war. This is holy war because God 

is the commander, accomplishing His objectives. And although this is a physical war, as we 

look deeper into what is happening, it becomes evident that God is in fact waging a spiritual 

war here against the evils of the Canaanite religion and way of life. We’ll look more at this in 

a couple of weeks. But just to say here that some people have used this incident to justify 

wars that are anything but holy. We need to be very careful here. 

What’s the outcome? 

I’m sure we all know the story from here. They do as God commands them and it turns out 

as God said it would. It raises many questions about warfare and violence that can be quite 

troubling to our sensibilities. I will talk more about this in a couple of weeks, but right now 

there is just one thing we need to see. In the final verses of this account we see a helpful 

balance. 

21 They devoted the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it … 

23 They brought out her (Rahab’s) entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of 

Israel. 

24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, … 

25 But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her,… 

and she lives among the Israelites to this day. 



We see that the writer goes back and forth between talking about the destruction of Jericho 

and the rescue of Rahab. He gives equal time to both aspects. In doing this both are 

presented as part of the victory of the God at Jericho.  

I think that at least part of the reason they walked around Jericho for seven days was so that 

the people of Jericho had the chance to respond in faith to God like Rahab did. He was 

giving them an opportunity like he would later give Nineveh when he sends Jonah to warn 

them of the coming judgement. If others in Jericho had responded, they too would have 

been saved. In the final outcome of the battle of Jericho we see both judgement and grace. 

Our battle 

The Bible makes it clear that we are in a battle today. It is not a battle of swords and spears 

against a physical enemy. It is a battle of faith and obedience against a spiritual enemy. Paul 

makes this clear when he says, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 6:12) These are the powers of 

Satan which are dedicated to destroying and deforming all that God made good – especially 

humanity. Peter in his first epistle says, “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8) 

But God has won the victory in Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection and he is with us to 

enable us to stand against the Devil and his schemes. The first two verses of the Ephesian 

passage detail this and there are some striking parallels with Joshua. 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armour of God, so 

that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 

Who is our commander in this battle against the Devil? In ancient times, when a person put 

on the armour of a ruler, they pledged their fealty or loyalty to that ruler. When we “put on 

the full armour of God”, we are acknowledging his lordship over us and we are submitting to 

his command. 

What is our power source? We are to be “strong in the Lord and in his mighty power”. It is 

not our power which wins the battle, it is God’ power that gives us the victory. 

Our mission is to “stand against the devil’s schemes”. Remember, we are not fighting 

against flesh and blood. We must realise that the Devil is our enemy, not people. He uses 

people to accomplish his ends. 

To see the outcome, we need to go to the end of this passage where Paul says that his 

mission is to “make known the mystery of the gospel”. The gospel brings both judgement for 

those who reject it and grace for those who receive it. And God is not best pleased when the 

result is judgement Peter says, “… he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance.” (1 Peter 3:9). His greatest victory comes when people 

choose to turn to him in faith. 

 



Conclusion 

As I think about these two passages, I think there are two errors that we can fall into. Firstly, 

we think it is about us. Joshua was looking for someone powerful to be on his side – to fight 

for him. He was tempted to try to use God’s power to accomplish his goals. We fall into this 

error when we seek to get God to do what we want him to do. If we pray or fast a certain 

way, God will answer the way we want Him to. If we follow the rules, God will bless us. 

Secondly, We become focused on someone or something that we think is the problem. We 

think it is about them and our one goal becomes defeat.  

In our current situation, this has happened when some people have said that the virus is 

demonic. I can’t agree with this. This coronavirus is one of thousands, if not millions of 

different viruses in our world – many of which we need to live and only some of which are 

harmful to humanity. God made viruses as part of the ecology of our world. The virus is not 

the enemy. 

Or we fight against the authorities because we think they are either doing too much or too 

little. They become the enemy and we want to win over them. Now, I am not saying that 

everything the leadership does is perfect. They are sinful human beings just like us. But they 

are not the enemy.  

Sometimes we even look around us and think the enemy is our neighbour, or the people we 

come across in the shops. People who we think are not doing the right thing and our 

endangering us. However, I believe they are not the enemy. 

Ephesians says clearly that the enemy is not flesh and blood. It is the Devil and the 

destruction he is seeking to cause through this situation that we need to be standing 

against.  

The correction that is needed is to realise that this battle is all about Him – God Almighty. 

He has already won the battle. Ephesians 1 says that God has placed everything under his 

feet. Whereas we tend to only see the earthly elements, God sees the big picture and what 

true victory looks like. We need to focus on him and, like Joshua, make ourselves available 

to do what he wants. 

How might God want us to join him in what he is doing during this time? How is he 

defeating the Devil’s plans?  

I believe that it is not by directly attacking the Devil, but in doing what is right. In showing 

God’s love even though it might not always be easy. by obeying the restrictions for the sake 

of everyone. It is being alert to those around us who may be struggling in this situation and 

helping them in practical ways. It is in bringing peace and hope to people as we interact with 

them. And in everything, looking for ways to share the Gospel with those we come across. 

These things are not just about being “nice”. They are choosing to focus on God and act as 

He would have us act instead of giving into the fear and anger and hostility which the Devil 

would love to stir up.  



These things do make a difference and bring defeat to the Devil’s plans. This is the battle 

God is calling us to fight today. 

 

PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for your victory in Jesus Christ. Thank you that you have called us to be 

our people and have given us all we need to live as your people. Please give us wisdom to 

see what is happening in the world around us and how we should respond. May we defeat 

the Devil’s desire to use our current situation to bring fear and anger and hostility. May we 

overcome by sharing your love, peace, hope and salvation to all we encounter. May our 

community be a better place because of Grace Christian Church. Amen  

 

QUESTIONS 

1. How has our community been impacted by the pandemic? What groups of people are 

most affected? 

2. What would make a difference? How can we share God’s love and hope in this time?  

 

SONG: Undivided 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=9S7ptp9cM5w&list=LM 

 

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 9:8-15 (adapted) 

May God bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 

may abound in every good work and enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. May you be 

enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion. Thanks be to God for 

his indescribable gift!   Amen 

 

 

 

 

*All scripture from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used 
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=9S7ptp9cM5w&list=LM
http://www.biblica.com/

