
Sunday morning service – 7/6/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 25:1,4,8,9 

1 LORD, you are our God;  

          we will exalt you and praise your name, 

          for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things,  

          things planned long ago. 
4 You have been a refuge for the poor,  

          a refuge for the needy in their distress, 

          a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat. 
8 You will swallow up death forever. 

          The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; 

          you will remove your people’s disgrace from all the earth. 
9 In that day we will say,  

          “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

          This is the LORD, we trusted in him;  

          let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 

 

SONG: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=BNq0WtMSmIY&list=RDAMVMBNq0WtMSmIY 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Becky Douglass) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation.  

O my soul praise him for his in thy health and salvation! 

Heavenly Father, we come before you today, and acknowledge that you are our God, our 

King, our very life. We are overwhelmed with the knowledge that you have chosen to take 

on flesh and live among us and die for us as an expression of your love. We ask your 

forgiveness for the times we have doubted you and your love for us. For the times we have 

gone our own way and sought out own pleasures. For the times we have not honoured you 

and obeyed you. Please cleanse us and fill us again with your Spirit so that we may walk with 

you as we should. Thank you for your forgiveness and new life. 

We also thank you that you call us to ‘cast all our cares upon you for you care for us’. We 

want to bring before you those in our church who are struggling with physical issues. We 

pray for Phil, Jenny Ren and Steve Murphy in hospital and Pam Douglas and Margaret Carey 

undergoing cancer treatment – may you bring healing to their bodies and encouragement 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=BNq0WtMSmIY&list=RDAMVMBNq0WtMSmIY


for their hearts. We pray for others like Kussan and Dinesh, Michael’s mum, Harry and Betty, 

Bill and Brenda and Jeanette Harington who have on-going health issues. 

We pray for the Warren and Buckman families who are dealing with grief from lost family 

members. We also think of those of us who are feeling isolated during this pandemic. May 

your comfort surround them and may we know how to best support them. 

We thank you that there have been so few new cases of COVID-19 this past week and that 

the restrictions are beginning to ease. We pray for wisdom for our government and 

denomination in managing this process. We also ask for guidance for the Council as they 

make decisions concerning our path back to regular meetings together.  

We also want to remember our ministry partners whose plans are uncertain. We pray that 

they would know your guidance and provision for them in this time. As they wait to move 

into new ministry opportunities, may they be encouraged in your Word and in fellowship 

with others.  

God, thank you that your goodness and mercy follow us all the days of our lives. We rest in 

your love and care.  Amen  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

SONG: Yet not I but Christ in Me 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=hwc2d1Xt8gM&list=LM 

 

BIBLE READING 

Joshua 7: 1–13; 8:1–13, 24–29 

1 But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Karmi, the 

son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the LORD’s anger 

burned against Israel. 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=hwc2d1Xt8gM&list=LM


2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and 

told them, “Go up and spy out the region.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. 

3 When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all the army will have to go up against Ai. 

Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary the whole army, for only a few 

people live there.” 4 So about three thousand went up; but they were routed by the men of 

Ai, 5 who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far 

as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people 

melted in fear and became like water. 

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, 

remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their 

heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across 

the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been 

content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! 8 Pardon your servant, Lord. What can I say, 

now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? 9 The Canaanites and the other people of the 

country will hear about this and they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. 

What then will you do for your own great name?” 

10 The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 11 Israel has 

sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken 

some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their 

own possessions. 12 That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn 

their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you 

anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 

13 “Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for 

tomorrow; for this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: There are devoted things among 

you, Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove them. 

8:1 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole 

army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, 

his people, his city and his land. 2 You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its 

king, except that you may carry off their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush 

behind the city.” 

3 So Joshua and the whole army moved out to attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand of his best 

fighting men and sent them out at night 4 with these orders: “Listen carefully. You are to set 

an ambush behind the city. Don’t go very far from it. All of you be on the alert. 5 I and all 

those with me will advance on the city, and when the men come out against us, as they did 

before, we will flee from them. 6 They will pursue us until we have lured them away from the 

city, for they will say, ‘They are running away from us as they did before.’ So when we flee 



from them, 7 you are to rise up from ambush and take the city. The LORD your God will give it 

into your hand. 8 When you have taken the city, set it on fire. Do what the LORD has 

commanded. See to it; you have my orders.” 

9 Then Joshua sent them off, and they went to the place of ambush and lay in wait between 

Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai—but Joshua spent that night with the people. 

10 Early the next morning Joshua mustered his army, and he and the leaders of Israel 

marched before them to Ai. 11 The entire force that was with him marched up and 

approached the city and arrived in front of it. They set up camp north of Ai, with the valley 

between them and the city. 12 Joshua had taken about five thousand men and set them in 

ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. 13 So the soldiers took up their 

positions—with the main camp to the north of the city and the ambush to the west of it. 

That night Joshua went into the valley. 

24 When Israel had finished killing all the men of Ai in the fields and in the wilderness where 

they had chased them, and when every one of them had been put to the sword, all the 

Israelites returned to Ai and killed those who were in it. 25 Twelve thousand men and women 

fell that day—all the people of Ai. 26 For Joshua did not draw back the hand that held out his 

javelin until he had destroyed all who lived in Ai. 27 But Israel did carry off for themselves the 

livestock and plunder of this city, as the LORD had instructed Joshua. 

28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day. 
29 He impaled the body of the king of Ai on a pole and left it there until evening. At sunset, 

Joshua ordered them to take the body from the pole and throw it down at the entrance of 

the city gate. And they raised a large pile of rocks over it, which remains to this day. 

  

Ephesians 6:10-18 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armour of God, so 

that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 

dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on 

the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of 

truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with 

your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all 

this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 

evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. 



18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 

mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  

 

REFLECTION: The Destruction of Ai – Disobedience and Obedience, Wrong and Right 

Choices (Ross Pogson) 

Video: https://youtu.be/nScnHicxdRA 

Good morning Grace Church! We are going to continue our study of the Book of Joshua, and 

the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel to give them the land of Canaan. Of course, the 

land was not empty, it was occupied by pagan Canaanite tribes who were going to put up 

strong resistance. The great city of Jericho was conquered by God’s miraculous intervention, 

but now the Israelites have to move further into the land and confront the city of Ai. They 

were only going to succeed in their conquest if God was with them, so let us see what 

happened when God was not with them due to sin in their camp, and how success finally 

came after removal of that sin and reconciliation with God. 

First attack on Ai – disaster (Joshua 7:1 - 13) 

Fresh from the successful conquest of Jericho, the city on the plains, the next step for 

subduing the Canaanite lands was to move further up into the hills, where the city of Ai was 

situated, NW of Jericho. Archaeologists tell us that Ai had a small Canaanite fortress of 

about 3 acres dating to the 15th century BC (Middle Bronze Age), identified with a site now 

called Khirbet el-Maqatir. You can see a reconstruction of the fortress on the screen. Ruins 

of Ai from Joshua’s time date from a destruction around 1400 BC, but there is also the ruin 

of an earlier Early Bronze Age city of Ai. The meaning of Ai is ‘heap of ruins’, an ironic twist 

considering what was going to happen to it later.  

Joshua sent men to spy out Ai on a reconnaissance mission, a wise military precaution, but 

the easy success at Jericho had made the soldiers complacent and overconfident. Their 

assessment was inadequate and hasty. They judged Ai’s defences to be only thinly 

garrisoned (7:3 “... the people of Ai are few …”) and they thought a small force would be 

enough to capture it. They had forgotten that their success at Jericho was due to God’s help, 

fighting on their behalf, not through their own strength, but this time they relied only on 

human thinking and advice and did not consult God. They may have thought that tiny Ai was 

of little consequence, a pushover, compared with mighty Jericho. The relatively small and 

poorly-prepared force of 3000 men would have approached Ai from the north where 

Archaeologists have found the main gate. In their overconfidence, and thinking themselves 

invincible, they probably expected the inhabitants of Ai to be so frightened after hearing of 

the previous conquest of Jericho, that they would just open the gates and let them in. But 

they met unexpected resistance and were chased eastward down the slopes towards 

Jericho where they had come from, leading to disastrous defeat and the killing of 36 men.  

https://youtu.be/nScnHicxdRA


The Israelites were completely shocked and demoralised and we are told (7:5) that “..the 

hearts of the people melted and became like water..”, which is ironic, since similar words 

(‘melting with fear’) were used by Rahab in Joshua chapter 2 to describe the people of 

Jericho’s fears in the face of the Israelites, but now they are used for the Israelite’s fear of 

the people of Ai.  

Joshua tore his clothes as a sign of great distress and complained to the Lord about the 

defeat, saying in 7:7 ‘’... why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan ...”, not 

understanding why God had forsaken them. It was not a very trusting response to all that 

God had done for them so far. He was perhaps seeking to motivate the LORD to act on their 

behalf by pointing out the disrepute His good name will suffer if they are all destroyed by 

the Canaanites,  but the LORD’s response hints at a slight impatience with this melodramatic 

performance, telling him to get up and stop lying on his face before Him. The LORD then 

explained why they were defeated at Ai – Israel has sinned during the attack on Jericho, and 

against His instructions, spoils devoted to God were taken and put among someone’s 

personal possessions. The LORD threatened to withdraw Hs presence unless the devoted 

things among them are destroyed. The people were promised success and prosperity, but 

only if they acted in obedience. To consecrate themselves the people had to separate 

themselves from the offender. 

The search for the culprit, and his punishment (Joshua 7:14 - 26) 

To find the culprit a divinely-directed manhunt is undertaken, narrowing down the search by 

tribe, clan and family. The search may have used a division by lots, using the Urim and 

Thummim stones, since the answer each time was probably ‘yes’ or ‘no’. But, why go to all 

this trouble – couldn’t God have told Joshua directly who was to blame? Probably God 

wanted each member of each clan to know that he shared in the guilt.  Finally, the family of 

Achan is chosen and Achan is given a chance to confess. Joshua even speaks to him tenderly, 

calling him ‘my son’. Achan eventually confesses that he took a Babylonian robe, some gold 

and silver and hid them in the ground inside his tent. The items are retrieved and everything 

is destroyed – Achan his family, and his possessions, in the Valley of Achor. Achan is stoned 

to death, and after all had been burned a memorial mound of stones was piled over him, as 

a warning and reminder. Achor means ‘disaster or trouble’ as a reminder of Achan’s trouble 

and there could be a mocking pun on the similarity of words Achan and Achor, as Achan 

apparently means ‘trouble maker’.   

Achan’s disobedience and sin was seen as the disobedience and sin of the whole Israelite 

nation because of the Old Testament principle of corporate or group responsibility and guilt.  

Achan’s sin was not just stealing, it was much worse than that – it was taking items 

‘devoted, set apart for the LORD’. In this way one person’s sin weakened the whole nation. 

Sin removes God’s presence, and when that is removed, disaster and defeat follow. The 

people had violated their covenant with God, and failure to detect and deal with sin caused 

Israel’s defeat at Ai. 



Second attack on Ai – victory (Joshua 8:1 - 29) 

God was reconciled to the Israelites after Achan disobeyed His command not to keep any of 

the spoil from Jericho, and Joshua was encouraged to go against Ai a second time. He is 

urged to not be fearful or discouraged. Many times in the Scriptures God has said ‘fear not’ 

to his faithful servants. This time God was with the Israelite army and gave detailed tactical 

instructions to Joshua. Joshua conducts a prudent, well-planned action in contrast to the 

overconfident poorly-planned earlier attack. So, let us see how the battle proceeded. A view 

of the geography of the area is on the screen.  

The plan is to lure the men of Ai out with a frontal attack, but a separate ambush force will 

destroy the city by burning. The ambush force of 5,000 men hid just to the west of Ai. This 

force would also have ambushed any reinforcements coming from Bethel. Ai and Bethel 

were about 2 miles apart, and Bethel was conquered later. The next day Joshua led the main 

body of 25,000 troops to a camp north of Ai, preparing for battle the following day. The King 

of Ai surveyed the main Israelite forces from a high vantage point, but overconfident from 

his previous success underestimated the situation and didn’t check for presence of other 

forces. Archaeologists have found that between the site of Ai and Bethel (now called el-

Bireh) is a deep valley, Wadi Sheban, that could have hidden a large armed force. About 1.6 

km N of Ai is the highest hill in the region, Jebel Abu Ammar, giving a commanding view of 

the battlefield. The King of Ai could have seen Joshua and his men from there.  

The next morning the men of Ai came out to battle, leaving the city open and undefended. 

Joshua pretended to flee before the men of Ai and their allies from Bethel, running towards 

the SE and Jericho. The ambush force then took the city and burnt it. The initial smoke 

would have been a signal to Joshua’s main force to turn around. At this point Joshua’s army 

reversed its direction and the men of Ai were caught between Israel’s main army and the 

ambush force, with nowhere to escape. The men of Ai, realising that something was wrong, 

would have looked back and with feelings of doom seen smoke rising from their burning 

city. This was a brilliant strategy from God, copied in other armed conflicts in ancient and 

modern times.  

After the soldiers of Ai had been killed, attention then returned to the city of Ai, which was 

burned, and 12,000 men and women killed, but the Amorite King of Ai was taken alive and 

hanged, his body flung down at the entrance of the city gate until sundown, then covered 

with stones. The King of Ai’s fate was important - he symbolically represented his people, his 

city and their gods, so his personal, and his gods’ defeat and public disgrace had special 

meaning.  Publicly hanging the King on a tree was a demonstration of God’s curse. This was 

a spiritual as well as a physical war.  

While the destruction continued, Joshua held out an outstretched javelin, which reminds us 

of the holding out of Moses’ outstretched rod in Exodus 14:16.  Possibly the javelin also had 

a flag attached so that it could be seen more easily from a distance. Archaeological 



excavations of the site of Ai found abundant ash, burnt pottery, stones and bedrock, all 

evidence of the destruction by fire.  

The people of Ai had reacted to God’s great deeds with stubborn resistance and 

disobedience, so they were destroyed.  Their pagan influence, the evils of their religion and 

corrupt way of life were removed, and God’s promises to deliver the land of Canaan to the 

Israelites were again fulfilled. If the people of Ai had reacted with faith leading to conversion 

like Rahab, they could have become part of the great Hebrew nation. it is ironic that Rahab, 

a Canaanite lived and acted like a Hebrew, and Achan, a Hebrew acted and died like a 

Canaanite. The Israelites would learn that obedience brings great reward – they could take 

of the livestock and other spoil of Ai, which they were forbidden to do at Jericho.  

Re-consecration – the Covenant renewed (Joshua 8:30 - 35) 

After the battle, as soon as Joshua and the Israelites reached the mountains of Ebal and 

Gerizim, 20 miles N of Ai, Joshua re-confirmed the covenant with the LORD (as outlined in 

Deuteronomy 11 & 27), built an altar and offered sacrifices, re-dedicating themselves to 

God. This is also a re-enactment of location, since Moses also built an altar on Mt Ebal and 

recited the Law, the curses and blessings, and renewed the people’s covenant with God.  

Joshua read out all the words of the Law, including the blessings & curses, while the people 

lined up on either side of the Ark of the Covenant. 

Application 

I chose the Scripture passage from Ephesians 6: 10-18 as a reminder that we too, like Joshua 

are engaged in warfare, not against fortified cities, but also against evil spiritual forces. We 

are reminded to be properly prepared for a successful battle, putting on the belt of truth, 

the breastplate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation and the sword 

of the spirit, our feet shod with the readiness coming from the Gospel of peace. Only then 

will victory be ours. 

A strong lesson from this episode is the choice of two alternatives: obedience and trust in 

God result in deliverance, victory and blessing; while disobedience results in tragic defeat, 

judgement, and the onset of curses. This is just as true for our lives and our walk with God 

today as it was for Joshua and the Israelites about three thousand four hundred years ago. 

The choice is yours – make it carefully because it has eternal consequences. 

 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, we know that you always keep your promises, and we can depend on you. 

You kept your promise to deliver the land of Canaan to Joshua and the Israelites, and you 

promise to be with us too always if we continue our walk with you. Please help us to be 

obedient to your laws and to believe in your promises, because that is the only way to 

victory. Amen. 



QUESTIONS 

1. What has God promised to us as Christians? 

2. When do you find it difficult to trust God? When is it difficult to obey him? 

 

SONG: Trust and Obey 

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=1VoA0Cs8kgI&list=RDAMVM1VoA0Cs8kgI 

 

BENEDICTION: Psalm 121:7,8 

7The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. 

Amen 

 

SONG: Fear Not  

This song comes from Isaiah 43 and talks of God’s protection of Israel in the midst of 

oppression – but only if they turn to him and call on his name. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvR6vrmHcJo 

 

*All scripture from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used 

by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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