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Sunday morning service – 02/07/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 66: 1-9,16-20 

1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 
2   Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious. 
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
    So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. 
4 All the earth bows down to you;  
    they sing praise to you, they sing the praises of your name.” 

5 Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for mankind! 
6 He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the waters on foot— 
    come, let us rejoice in him. 
7 He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the nations— 
    let not the rebellious rise up against him. 
8 Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; 
9 he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping. 

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me. 
17 I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise was on my tongue. 
18 If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; 
19 but God has surely listened and has heard my prayer. 
20 Praise be to God,  who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me! 

 

SONG: 10,000 Reasons 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYJNNnVi9MM 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Pam Small) 

Romans 11:33 (NLT) 
“Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! 

How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways!” 
 

Psalm 106:1,2 (ESV) 
“Praise the Lord! 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever! 
Who can utter the mighty deeds of the LORD, or declare all his praise?” 

 
Dear Heavenly Father, we must confess that we do not understand Your ways, either. Like 
the writer of the Psalm and Paul in his letter to the Romans, we want to acknowledge Your 
greatness, too, and the richness of Your grace in sending Your Son to save us. However, 
there is still so much we don’t know. This is really a good thing because the depth of Your 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYJNNnVi9MM
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greatness, the richness of Your wisdom and knowledge and the steadfastness of Your love 
gives us hope for now and for the future. 

It is for this reason that we come to You to pray on behalf of others and for ourselves. We 
acknowledge that we are helpless and unable to bring hope or healing to others apart from 
You. Our help is limited, Yours is unlimited! 

Thank You that we can bring before You the concerns we have for this world in which we 
live, the world which You created. The pain and suffering we endure has not gone unnoticed 
by You. Your Word tells us to ‘cast all our cares onto You’ and, ‘in prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, to let our requests be made known to You”. 

Thank You for the things You have taught us during this pandemic. Thank You for showing us 
that 21st century human beings are not as ‘in control’ as we thought we might be. Thank You 
for allowing us to see Your compassion expressed through those who are serving others in 
various ways. While we wouldn’t want this situation to go on forever, we thank You that we 
still have the promise of Your steadfast love in the midst of everything that is happening. 
May our lives display in practical ways this love towards others which You have poured into 
us by Your Spirit. 

Thank You for continuing to provide for those we support through prayer and financially, 
even though their lives are not what they were expecting six months ago. Thank You for 
their testimonies of ways You are doing new things as they serve You in these changed 
circumstances.  

Thank You for the privilege of praying for those we know and love here in this part of Your 
family, Grace Christian Church. We know that You can make a difference in each and every 
life, whether it be through healing, through the giving of Your peace or daily strength or 
courage to face each day. Thank You for being with Graeme and Jeanette and for providing 
for their needs and bringing healing to Graeme. Thank You that Jenny Ren has been able to 
go to rehab in Hurstville and has had a good report from the doctor. Thank You that You are 
present with Phil and Robyne, even in these latest difficulties of life with Phil needing to go 
back into hospital. Thank you that you will be with Greta as she faces surgery on her nose in 
a couple of weeks. 

Thank You for those we have been able to catch up with again during this past week. Thank 
You for Becky and the work she is doing to oversee the life of Grace Christian Church. Thank 
You for those You have provided to help her in this task. 

Please continue to give us eyes to see the good things You give to us every day, whether it 
be in joy or sorrow, good health or illness. Thank You, again, for Your endless grace, mercy 
and peace.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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SONG: Behold Our God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58 

 

BIBLE READING 

Joshua 11:12-23 

12 Joshua took all these royal cities and their kings and put them to the sword. He totally 
destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded. 13 Yet Israel did not burn 
any of the cities built on their mounds—except Hazor, which Joshua burned. 14 The Israelites 
carried off for themselves all the plunder and livestock of these cities, but all the people they 
put to the sword until they completely destroyed them, not sparing anyone that breathed. 
15 As the LORD commanded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua, and Joshua did 
it; he left nothing undone of all that the LORD commanded Moses. 

16 So Joshua took this entire land: the hill country, all the Negev, the whole region of Goshen, 
the western foothills, the Arabah and the mountains of Israel with their foothills, 17 from 
Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, to Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount 
Hermon. He captured all their kings and put them to death. 18 Joshua waged war against all 
these kings for a long time. 19 Except for the Hivites living in Gibeon, not one city made a 
treaty of peace with the Israelites, who took them all in battle. 20 For it was the LORD himself 
who hardened their hearts to wage war against Israel, so that he might destroy them totally, 
exterminating them without mercy, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

21 At that time Joshua went and destroyed the Anakites from the hill country: from Hebron, 
Debir and Anab, from all the hill country of Judah, and from all the hill country of Israel. 
Joshua totally destroyed them and their towns. 22 No Anakites were left in Israelite territory; 
only in Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any survive. 

23 So Joshua took the entire land, just as the LORD had directed Moses, and he gave it as an 
inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war. 

Matthew 11:20-30 

20 Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been 
performed, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! 
For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more 
bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, 
will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. For if the miracles that 
were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. 
24 But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58
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Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 27 “All things have been committed to me by 
my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 

REFLECTION: JOSHUA – The God of Joshua: Part 1 (Becky Douglass) 

Video: https://youtu.be/7W2BqeXPzrM 

The Problem 

What was your reaction as you read through the reading from Joshua? What did you think 

as you read words like – “totally destroyed; put to the sword; exterminated; without 

mercy”? As you think of them in connection with God, how does that make you feel? 

In our Matthew reading, we read that “No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 

knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

(Matthew 11:27) If Jesus revealed God, it would be easy to think he was very different God 

to who we find in Joshua. The God we see in Joshua is often described as violent, harsh and 

distant while the God Jesus revealed is close to us and full of mercy and kindness. Are the 

two pictures of God in conflict? 

As people have sought to resolve this perceived conflict, they have done so in ways that I 

think are unhelpful, even dangerous to our view of God and his ways. For instance, a couple 

of years ago I was watching Q & A on the ABC – not a show known for its welcome to 

Christians! But this time they had a well-known Christian politician on the panel (not Scott 

Morrison!) and a young audience member asked him about a verse in the Psalms which 

seemed to say that God advocated violent retribution against the children of the Israelites’ 

enemies. The question was obviously designed to try to make the Christian, and God, look 

bad. The Christian’s immediate response was – “Well, that’s the God of the Old Testament. I 

don’t follow him! I follow the God of the New Testament. He’s different”. I wanted to climb 

through the TV and yell “No! That’s not the right answer! My God, the God of the Bible, 

never changes! There is a better answer to that question!” You see, if we can pick and 

choose what we like from the Bible to develop our picture of God, then he is not the God of 

the Bible, but a god of our own making. That is dangerous to our faith. 

It is important that we interpret the Bible correctly! Failing to do so leads us in directions 

that threaten to undermine our own faith and our witness in the world. Over the next two 

weeks, I want to look at two approaches to understanding Joshua – or any passage – that 

will help us to avoid these pitfalls.  

 

https://youtu.be/7W2BqeXPzrM
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Approach #1: Context 

Firstly, we need to read Joshua in context. We need to look at the whole story of God’s 

dealings with the Canaanites in order to better understand what God is doing at this time. 

As I think about context, I think about the classic Indian story of the blind men and the 

elephant. According to this story, four blind men are introduced to an elephant for the first 

time. They are led to different areas of the elephant and feel what is in front of them. As 

they feel it, they begin to build a picture of what they think an elephant looks like. The one 

who touches a leg says, “I know what an elephant is like! It is like a tree with rough bark on 

a strong, solid trunk. The one who holds the tail says, “No, no! It is like a snake, thin and 

supple and always moving”. Meanwhile the blind man who is rubbing the tusks says, “No, 

you are both wrong, an elephant is like a spear, if you get in its way it will kill you”. Finally, 

the one who is holding the ear says, “I don’t know what you all are talking about! An 

elephant is like a piece of paper, thin and smooth and flexible!” Each bind man is building 

his picture of an elephant on just the small part he has. To get a full picture, they need to 

move around the elephant to feel how the parts all fit together to make the whole. 

This is true of the account we are looking at. In Joshua we see just one small part of God’s 

dealings with the Canaanite people. To get the full picture, we need to move around the 

Bible a bit and look at it from the perspective of Abraham, Moses and the Kings and as well 

as Joshua. It is only as we do this, that we really understand what God is doing.  

So, let’s start with Abraham. When God made his covenant with Abraham he promised to 

make of him a great nation and to give that nation a home, a land that would be their own. 

However, this wasn’t going to happen right away.. He tells Abraham that his family would 

move to Egypt for many years and then he says, “In the fourth generation your descendants 

will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” 

(Genesis 15:16) The family of Abraham would eventually live in the land where Abraham 

was currently living and would take over from the Amorites, or Canaanites (the terms are 

often interchangeable) but not for another 400 years. Why? Because it wouldn’t be just for 

God to remove them yet because their sin isn’t bad enough to warrant it. God in his fore 

knowledge knew that they would become a very sinful people. When that happened, it 

would be necessary to stop them but until then, it would not be just for God to act. 

There is an exception to this. God did act in judgement on two cities in Abraham’s time – 

Sodom and Gomorrah. God says, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and 

their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the 

outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.”. (Genesis 18:20,21)  

If you remember, God told Abraham that he would spare Sodom and Gomorrah if there 

were even 10 righteous people there. But there weren’t even 10 and so God justly destroys 

them to save those around who are crying out to God against their wickedness. 

It is important to also see that, through Abraham, God gives the Canaanites a witness to 

himself, a chance to repent and come to him. As Abraham lives in the land, following God, 

the Canaanites of his day come to know about God as they see him at work in Abraham’s 

life. We also hear about Melchizedek, a king of Jerusalem who worships God. We aren’t told 
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much about him, but he too was a witness to God. We will see throughout history that God 

is always giving the Canaanites a chance to repent and join his people, but very few choose 

to do this.  

Next we fast-forward to Moses. By the time of the Exodus, the wickedness of the 

Canaanites has become well-known. Their idolatrous worship of Baal and Ashtaroth, among 

others, involved perverted sexual practices, child sacrifice and Satanic rituals. They were bad 

even compared to other religions in the area. In Leviticus God says, “Even the land was 

defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants.” (Leviticus 18:25) 

It’s a graphic picture of how idolatry would so defile and pollute things that the land itself 

would no longer tolerate it and “vomit out its inhabitants”. And lest the Israelites become 

complacent, God tells them that “if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out 

the nations that were before you.” (Leviticus 18:28). We begin to get the picture that it isn’t 

the Canaanites themselves that God is against, but the perversion that their idolatry leads 

to. This perversion – whether practiced by the Canaanites or the Israelites - could not be 

tolerated because of its effect on the very land on which they lived. 

During this period, God did not leave the Canaanites without a witness either. They heard of 

God’s deliverance of God’s people from Egypt through the plagues and the crossing of the 

Red Sea. Rahab tells us these things were known and caused great fear among the 

inhabitants of Canaan. But they did not choose to follow God. They could have turned to 

him, but still they did not, choosing to trust their idols rather than the living God. 

After 40 years in the wilderness, Joshua finally leads the Israelites into the Promised land. 

The miracles of the crossing of the Jordon and the fall of Jericho would have left the 

Canaanites with no doubt that the God of Israel was still alive and active. We see through 

the story of Rahab, and even the Gibeonites, that God was willing to accept those who 

turned to him. But they choose to fight back, prolonging the war and escalating the 

bloodshed. We see God acting both in mercy to those who did turn to him, and in 

judgement toward those who defied him.  

After the land was settled, God’s justice reigned through the Israelite kings who followed 

him. We see that good kings like David, Jehoshaphat, Uzziah, Hezekiah and Josiah not only 

followed God, but strongly influenced those around them. They were witnesses to the truth 

and greatness of God. However, not all the Canaanites had been removed from the land and 

the worship of Baal and Ashtaroth was like a cancer that couldn’t be eradicated. It cropped 

up over and over again to defile the kings, the people and the land. We read the following 

about one of the worst kings in the northern kingdom: 

There was never anyone like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, urged 

on by Jezebel his wife. He behaved in the vilest manner by going after idols, like the Amorites 

(Canaanites) the Lord drove out before Israel. (1 Kings 21:26) 

Soon after Ahab, the land did vomit out the Israelites of the northern kingdom as they were 

conquered by the Assyrians and taken away. 
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The southern kingdom, which did follow God better than the northern kingdom, ended up 

the same way. We read: 

Manasseh king of Judah has committed these detestable sins. He has done more evil than 

the Amorites (Canaanites) who preceded him and has led Judah into sin with his idols. 

Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I am going to bring such disaster on 

Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle. (2 Kings 21:11, 12) 

This is exactly what God warned the Israelites against and shows us that it wasn’t that God 

was against the Canaanites, he was against the perverted idol worship that defiled the 

people and the very land itself. Eventually the Babylonians came in and destroyed all that 

was left of Israel and the nation was exiled for many years. 

But God wasn’t finished with his people the Israelites. This judgement did lead the people to 

repentance and back to following God. Although all they didn’t always do the right thing, 

they never again turned to idolatry as they had before. 

Two sides of love 

When I think of God, one of the main things that defines God for me is his love. But as we 

follow this story through the ages, we discover that God’s love has two sides to it. God’s 

love causes him to act in both justice and mercy. Without both, it is not really love. 

God’s love causes him to act in justice to purge his good world of evil. Joshua is not an 

account of genocide against the Canaanites. It is an account of purging the land from a 

cancerous growth of perverted evil that was destroying all who lived there. The outcry 

against this evil reached God and love cannot allow evil to continue. 

But God’s love also causes him to respond in mercy to those caught up in evil. God gave the 

Canaanites witness after witness to his greatness. He gave the Canaanites many, many 

opportunities over hundreds of years to repent and turn away from their evil, but they 

would not. BUT to the few who did turn to him, he was merciful. This did not happen often, 

but the very lineage of Christ attests that love always has open arms for those who come. 

Is this the God of love we see in Jesus? I think so! In the passage from Matthew in our 

reading, we see both sides of this love. Jesus uttered real judgement for those towns he was 

working in who chose to reject his witness. Jesus said: 

If the miracles that were performed in you (Capernaum) had been performed in Sodom, it 

would have remained to this day. But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on 

the day of judgment than for you.” (Matthew 11:23,24) 

He compares Capernaum to Sodom, the first Canaanite city that received God’s judgement, 

and says that if they had repented, God would have spared them. This is the love that 

cannot allow evil to continue for the sake of those he loves that suffer. This is the love that 

shows that God is a strong shield against evil to those who trust him. 

At the end of the Matthew passage, we see the other side of love as Jesus invites us to come 

to him. “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
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(Matthew 11:28). This is the open arms of love to all who choose to come to him. This is the 

love that shows the mercy, the kindness of God’s love. 

If we look at the context, the whole story, we see the love of God as its guiding principle. 

The God revealed in the book of Joshua, who is just in his treatment of evil and merciful to 

all who turned to him.  The God revealed in Jesus, who is strong against evil and kind to all 

who come to him. This is the God of the Bible. Is this your picture of God? 

 

PRAYER 

Dear God, I thank you that we see this picture of you and your love for us throughout the 

whole Bible - both the Old and New Testament. I thank you that this perfect love includes 

justice, for only justice protects us from evil. I also thank you that your love includes mercy 

to all who turn to you. A mercy which is seen primarily and supremely through Jesus Christ 

in his death and resurrection. I pray that we would continue to grow in our understanding of 

you which shapes how we act and live our lives. Amen 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. It is said above that love cannot allow evil to continue (justice) and love always has 

open arms to those who come (mercy). Can you think of other examples in Biblical 

history of either of these sides of God’s love? 

2. How does this two-sided view of God’s love make a difference in your life today? 

 

SONG: Jesus Strong and Kind 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5Y8s-Sz_ac 

This might seem a strange song to sing after talking about God’s justice against evil. 

However, it is this very side of God’s love that means that he is our shield when we are 

afraid and which sent him to the cross to make a way for us to come to him and be 

welcomed into his family. This is our God! 

 

BENEDICTION: 2 Thessalonians 2:16,17 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave 
us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in 
every good deed and word. 

*All scripture from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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