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Sunday morning service – 12/07/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 33 

1 Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
2 Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. 
3 Sing to him a new song; play skilfully, and shout for joy. 

4 For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. 
5 The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. 

6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
7 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the LORD;  let all the people of the world revere him. 
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 

10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 
11 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance. 
13 From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind; 
14 from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth— 
15 he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do. 

16 No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength. 
17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot save. 
18 But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 
19 to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine. 

20 We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 
21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 
22 May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope in you. 

 

SONG: Unchanging 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCacMm6rdDc 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Becky Douglass) 

This week, we will work our way through the Lord’s prayer, applying each phrase to our own lives. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
God, we want to start by recognising that we are addressing the God of the universe – who was, 
and is, and ever more shall be. The one who made the world. who rules over all and has no equal. 
You are also the one who chooses to be our Father, to love each one of us individually, and commit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCacMm6rdDc


2 
 

yourself to be our God. We are in awe of you and count it a privilege to be able to come to you 
today and talk with you. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
We acknowledge that this world is far from reflecting your will. We grieve at the way sin is 
destroying the earth and the people in it. God, please give us your heart for this world so that we 
will love it as you do. Show us the part you want us to play in bring your salvation to our world – 
even in this time when much we do is suspended due to the pandemic. We pray for Panania North 
Public School and look forward to being able to restart the Scripture and Reading programs there in 
a couple of weeks. We pray that you would work through these opportunities to bring children and 
families to you. We also pray that our ministry partners would also be guided by you as they seek to 
minister in this unusual situation.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Thank you that you love and care for each one of us. You care about our daily lives – nothing is too 
insignificant for your attention and care. We want to particularly pray for those in our church who 
are facing difficult physical issues - for those recovering from illness and surgery, those with on-
going health problems, and those facing new issues. We want to pray especially for Greta as she 
goes in for surgery on Thursday. We pray that she will have peace in her mind and that her body 
will be strong to heal well.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
We pray for our spiritual lives. We pray that you will cleanse us and make us whole. Enable us to 
extend this grace to others who have wronged us. Draw us closer to yourself and may we know 
your presence in our lives that will enable us to live as you call us to live as your people in this 
world. 

Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
Lord, this is a particularly difficult time due to the pandemic. We pray for those in leadership, that 
they would make good decisions. We especially think of those in Victoria as they deal with this 
outbreak. May people be willing to do what is best and have patience with the re-establishment of 
tough restrictions. We think of those whose livelihoods have been affected. Provide for their needs 
we pray. We pray that you would guide us as to when we should re-start the church activities. We 
miss our connections with each other and yet don’t want to do anything which might be unsafe. 
May we have your wisdom in all things. 
 
As we come to the end of this prayer, we again acknowledge your sovereignty over all and your 
deep love for us which gives us hope and peace. We leave all these things in your hands. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

SONG: By Faith 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE
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BIBLE READING 

Joshua 11:16-20,23; 23:1-13 

11:16 So Joshua took this entire land: the hill country, all the Negev, the whole region of Goshen, the 
western foothills, the Arabah and the mountains of Israel with their foothills, 17 from Mount Halak, 
which rises toward Seir, to Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He captured all 
their kings and put them to death. 18 Joshua waged war against all these kings for a long time. 
19 Except for the Hivites living in Gibeon, not one city made a treaty of peace with the Israelites, who 
took them all in battle. 20 For it was the LORD himself who hardened their hearts to wage war against 
Israel, so that he might destroy them totally, exterminating them without mercy, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 

23 So Joshua took the entire land, just as the LORD had directed Moses, and he gave it as an 
inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war. 

 

23:1 After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies around 
them, Joshua, by then a very old man, 2 summoned all Israel—their elders, leaders, judges and 
officials—and said to them: “I am very old. 3 You yourselves have seen everything the LORD your God 
has done to all these nations for your sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for you. 
4 Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that 
remain— (along with) the nations I conquered—between the Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea in 
the west. 5 The LORD your God himself will push them out for your sake. He will drive them out before 
you, and you will take possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you. 

6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without 
turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations that remain among 
you; do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down 
to them. 8 But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. 

9 “The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able 
to withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as 
he promised. 11 So be very careful to love the LORD your God. 

12 “But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations that remain among 
you and if you intermarry with them and associate with them, 13 then you may be sure that the LORD 
your God will no longer drive out these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and 
traps for you, whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land, 
which the LORD your God has given you. 

Ephesians 1:18-23; 6:10-13 

1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 

which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 

incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he 

exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
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realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not 

only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and 

appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him 

who fills everything in every way. 

 

6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armour of God, so that 

you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armour of God, 

so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 

everything, to stand. 

 

REFLECTION: JOSHUA – The God of Joshua, Part 2 (Becky Douglass) 

Video: https://youtu.be/1poB0eryTGM 

Welcome back to our continuing look at the book of Joshua. At the moment we are looking at some of the 

difficult things found in the book of Joshua. About 20 years ago, I spent some time working for an 

organisation here in Australia which produced Sunday School curriculum. The curriculum had about 15 units 

of lessons and people would regularly call up to talk about which unit they should purchase next. I soon 

discovered, however, that quite a few people who called would refuse to teach their children the book of 

Joshua or Judges. They couldn’t understand what was happening in those books and they felt that they went 

against the idea that God was loving and good. 

As we discovered last week, this is one question that people often have about the book of Joshua. Is the God 

of Joshua the same as the God of Jesus? Isn’t one the God of judgement and death while the other one is the 

God of love and forgiveness? As we looked at that question, we discovered the importance of reading Joshua 

in context. We need to look at the whole story – from Abraham to Ezra – to understand what God is doing in 

Joshua. As we did this, we discovered that justice and mercy are not in opposition to each other but are two 

sides of God’s love. God’s love means that he cannot allow evil to continue but God’s love also has open 

arms to those who turn to him. 

What really happened? 

This week we are going to look at another problem people have with Joshua which is working out what 

exactly happened in the conquest of the Promised Land. Joshua is not a history book as we know them. 

There are no timelines and maps to lay out clearly what happened when and where involving whom. 

Actually, Joshua is less concerned with detailed history than it is with theology – with painting a picture of 

who God is and who they are as His people.  

This means that if you want to get a clear picture of the history, you sometimes have to pull pieces from 

different places and put them together like a jigsaw puzzle. For instance, the only way we know how much 

time is covered in Joshua 1-11 is to compare the age of Caleb when he goes in to spy out the land at Kadesh-

Barnea, with his age when he is given his inheritance (Joshua 14). From this we can estimate that this initial 

conquest of the land took between 5 and 7 years. 

https://youtu.be/1poB0eryTGM


5 
 

I love jigsaw puzzles. For me, the perfect way to spend the few days after Christmas is to put together a 

1,000-piece puzzle and watch the Boxing Day test – it is a bit of a tradition for me! I love noticing patterns 

and colours and shapes and making things fit together. But I have learned that it is not something that can 

be done in a hurry. It takes time to put a puzzle together. And if I rush it, I make mistakes. I think a piece 

goes somewhere, but when I try to build on that piece, I can’t make it work – the other pieces don’t fit like 

they should. Then I realise my mistake and have re-do a section. No – I have to relax and take my time. 

Sometimes studying the Bible is like that. If you read it too quickly you may miss things and jump to 

conclusions that are wrong. You have to slow down and read it carefully. Last week context was key. This 

week the text itself is key. This is approach involves a careful reading of the text. As you take the time to 

understand what is being said, some tools are very helpful. Commentaries written by people who know the 

original language can help you pick up things which aren’t clear in the English translation. Also, today we are 

learning more and more about other cultures from the same time as the Biblical accounts. This knowledge 

helps us to bridge the gap between our lives and the lives of the Biblical people.  

As we take time to read the accounts in Joshua, and notice some of the details, We begin to piece together 

two different perspectives on the conquest of the Promised Land.  

We find one perspective in Joshua 11 where we read: “So Joshua took the entire land, just as the Lord had 

directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land 

had rest from war.” (Joshua 11:23). This looks like the conquest of the land was completed by Joshua. He 

totally defeated the Canaanites and destroyed them, cleansing the land of their sinfulness. 

The other perspective we find in Joshua 23 where we read: “Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance 

for your tribes all the land of the nations that remain ... The Lord your God himself will push them out for your 

sake.” (Joshua 23:4,5) This sounds like the fighting is still going on. And if we read the first chapter of Judges, 

it indicates that the Israelites have been only partially successful in defeating the Canaanites and there are 

significant areas still to be won. Here, instead of destroying the people, they are just pushed out of their 

homes, often kept as servants, and the Israelites are instructed to stay separate from them and not follow 

their gods. 

So we have two perspectives which seem to tell two different stories. What really happened? Well, let’s take 

a closer reading of the passages and see if that helps us to understand what is happening. 

In chapter 11 there is a big emphasis on the cities and their kings. We read: “He captured all their kings and 

put them to death.” (Joshua 11:17) Chapter 12 follows on from this with a list of all the kings which were 

defeated. Why is this so important? 

This is where our knowledge of the surrounding culture is helpful. You see, the kings were not just the 

political rulers; they were also seen as the emissaries of the local gods. Each city would have had their 

regional god and the king was the visible representation of that god. When they fought, they fought in their 

name of their god. When they were defeated, their god was defeated. That is why the kings were often put 

up on poles after they were killed. This showed everyone that they were indeed dead. Their cities were not 

so much centres of commerce as centres of religious power.  

This ties in with our discovery last week that the real focus was not on the Canaanite people as such, but on 

the idolatrous religion and its perversions of God’s good world. Very few ordinary people would have lived in 

the cities. They lived in the surrounding villages and fields. We have very few accounts of the villagers and 

peasants being killed. The focus was on breaking the power of the religion by destroying the religious 

system.  
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And these kings fought back because they knew that when Israel took over, their power would be gone. 

They were afraid of the God of Israel and knew that his power was greater than their gods, their idols. God 

could not allow them to continue to exert their negative influence in the land. We read: “For it was the Lord 

himself who hardened their hearts to wage war against Israel, so that he might destroy them totally, 

exterminating them without mercy, as the Lord had commanded Moses.” (Joshua 11:20) When it says that 

God “hardened their  hearts” it does not mean that their hearts were originally open to God, but rather that 

they were already against God, and God forced them to make a firm decision against him. They couldn’t 

avoid the conflict, they had to be either for or against him. We see this in the two coalitions – one in the 

North and one in the South – which formed against God and his people. They came together and took the 

initiative – they attacked first. Their hearts had made a definite decision against God and his people. In doing 

this, they rejected God’s mercy and so God exterminated them and the religious system they represented. 

After this religious system was broken, Joshua divided the land up between the tribes. We’ll come back to 

these chapters next week to look at them in more detail, but here we read: “Remember how I have allotted 

as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that remain – (along with) the nations that I 

conquered ... The Lord your God himself will push them out for your sake.” (Joshua 23:4,5) It looks like from 

this passage that there are still nations that have not been conquered! There are still nations that God “will 

push out” – something that is still to happen in the future. How do we deal with this conflict? 

Every commentary I read had a slightly different answer to this question! I’m happy to talk with you further 

about the different options, but I’d like to share with you now the conclusion I came to as I studied this. I 

believe that Joshua 11 is talking about the destruction of the idolatrous religious system that came out in 

active opposition to God and his people. These were not the ordinary people of the land, but the key 

propagators of the perverted idol worship. God had to eliminate them to break their influence. 

What we read in Joshua 23 is the reality that there were many people who weren’t a part of this hierarchy, 

who did not come out in active opposition to Israel and who remained in the land after the initial conquest 

of the land. Some of these, like Rahab, join Israel in following God. Others, like the Gibeonites, stayed as 

servants to the Israelites. Finally, there were some who didn’t come out in active opposition initially, but as 

the Israelites moved into the land and take possession of it, they resisted. These are the ones that God 

promises to drive out of the land for the Israelites if they stay true to Him. 

And this is the big condition for victory for the Israelites as they take possession of the land. God will only be 

with them and give them victory if they maintain their separate identity as the people of God. We read: 

 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without 
turning aside to the right or to the left. (Stay true to God’s laws.) 

Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods 
or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. (Don’t be assimilated into their 
culture and religion.) 

But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. (Joshua 23:6-8) (Maintain a 
strong relationship with God) 

And if they don’t do this: 

... then you may be sure that the Lord your God will no longer drive out these nations before you. 

Instead, they will become snares and traps for you, whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, 

until you perish from this good land, which the Lord your God has given you. (Joshua 23:13) 
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And the book of Judges shows that this is exactly what happened as they strayed from their 

relationship with God and their obedience of his commands. The focus is not on what the other 

nations do, but on what the Israelites do. Victory is dependent on their faithfulness to God. 

Two stages in the victory over evil 

As we start to put together these pieces of the puzzle, what do we find? As we evaluate the two 

perspectives, I think they show us two stages in the victory over evil in the Promised Land. First, 

there is the destruction of the stronghold of evil in the land. The religious system which was 

propagated by the kings and officials in the cities was broken. This was done once and for all and in 

this destruction, we see God acting with mighty power and miracles. He displays his power over all 

the local gods. 

Secondly, we see the outworking of that victory as the people take possession of the land they have 

been given. This is a more gradual process and is dependent on the cooperation of the Israelites. As 

they are faithful to God, they are able to overcome the residual evil in the land so that they can 

take possession of their inheritance and flourish in the land. The victory is applied to their individual 

lives in accordance with their faithfulness to God. 

As I considered this process, I was reminded of a couple of passages in Ephesians which have 

already been referred to in previous sermons on Joshua. This first is one Bob referred to. He talked 

about the significance of the victors placing their feet on the necks of the defeated kings. This was a 

symbol of victory in Biblical times. We see this applied to Jesus in the first chapter of Ephesians 

where we read that God has: 

… seated him (Jesus) at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, 

power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one 

to come. And God placed all things under his feet … (Ephesians 1:20-22) 

In his death and resurrection, Jesus defeated the power of Satan – once for all and in totality. The 

battle was won. As Jesus said on the cross: “It is finished.” 

But then Ross referred us to the end of Ephesians where we read: 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 

stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. (Ephesians 6:12,13) 

Here Paul warns us that we will still need to battle the rulers, authorities, powers and forces of evil. 

These are the very things which we are told earlier that Jesus has already won the victory over! 

How do these fit together? 

I think that just like the victory God won over the idolatry of the Canaanites had to be worked out in 

the lives of individual Israelites as they possessed the land, so we have to work out Jesus’ victory in 

our own lives. Jesus’ once-for-all victory enables us to apply this victory, moment by moment as we 

hold fast to him. He has won the ultimate victory and he has given us the necessary armour. If we 

are faithful to him, he will give us the victory over all the schemes of the Satan who would love to 

see us falter. Instead we can flourish in this life we live in Christ. 
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So, what have we learned as we have sought to put together the puzzle pieces we find in Joshua? 

Last week, by looking at the wider context of God’s dealings with the Canaanites, we saw that The 

God if Joshua is a God of love and that love includes both his justice and his mercy. This week, as we 

have looked closely at the text, we see that the God of Joshua is a God of Power. This God has total 

power and victory over evil, BUT he chooses to work this out through us as we walk in faith with 

Him. This brings us into the process! Our heart towards God makes a difference in how we 

experience God’s victory in our lives. We experience God’s victory over sin as we daily walk by faith 

in him – obeying his Word and trusting him to give us victory over the sin in our lives. Although our 

God is powerful, we have a role to play in seeing that power win the victory in our own lives. 

 

PRAYER 

Lord, I pray that you will guide us as we seek to understand what this means for us in our 

circumstances. Thank you for the victory you have won over Satan. Thank you that that victory is 

never in doubt. Thank you that through the Holy Spirit, you apply that victory into our own lives as 

we walk by faith in you. Help to not falter in that faith. Thank you for your Holy Spirit which ties us 

to you and helps understand your Word and walk by faith. Lord, we trust you and look to you for 

our victory each day. Amen 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. What are some of the influences in our lives which can turn us away from following God? What 

do we need to do to remove the power of those influences? 

2. What things in our lives point us to God and strengthen our faith in him? How can we make 

these influences stronger? 

 

SONG: Be Thou My Vision 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CMclLT_Hjg 

 

BENEDICTION: Ephesians 3:20,21 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

  

*All scripture from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 
2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CMclLT_Hjg

