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Sunday morning service – 19/07/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Hebrews 2 

We must pay the most careful attention to what we have heard,  
so that we do not drift away.  

For how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation?  
 
We see Jesus,  

who was made lower than the angels for a little while,  
now crowned with glory and honour because he suffered death,  

so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 
In bringing many sons and daughters to glory,  

it was fitting that God,  
for whom and through whom everything exists,  

should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered.  
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity  

so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death 
—that is, the devil—  

and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
 

For this reason, he had to be made like them, fully human in every way,  
in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God,  
and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.  

Because he himself suffered when he was tempted,  
he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

 

SONG: How deep the Father's Love 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzQj7XvKFmA 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Dinesh Prasad) 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. (Colossians 4:1) 
 
The Apostles knew the value and power of prayer when earnestly and humbly 
exercised. Prayer is a supreme necessity of the soul. It is the cry of conscious want, an outlet 
for the pent-up feelings, and a mighty engine of power in all spiritual enterprises. It is the 
holiest exercise of the believer, his solace in trouble, his support in weakness, the solver of 
his doubts and perplexities, his safety in peril. His unfailing resource in adversity, his balance 
in prosperity, his weapon in every conflict. It is the key which opens the door of heavenly 
treasury, and places at His disposal the boundless wealth of the divine beneficence.  

Lord cleanse our hearts, as we come unto you. Show us if there is any sin in our own life that 
we need to confess unto you.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzQj7XvKFmA
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What great privilege it is to come into your holy presence and worship you, our maker. We 
give you praise, for you alone are worthy of all praise. Weeping may remain for a night, but 
rejoicing comes in the morning. Your joy goes on forever.  

My God we are grateful, for your provision for our daily needs, to sustain us, and keep us 
well. 

Thank you, Father, that we don't need to run away from anything. Thank you for your 
sovereignty and providential care that you have for your own. Father may we always return 
thanks for the blessings you shower upon us, for we never really receive a blessing until we 
are grateful for it.  

Lord we pray for our government and the people you placed above us to run the affairs of 
our nation. We pray for your wisdom for all our leaders as they take us through this trying 
time. Keep Australia safe from all elements and may our people to draw much, much closer 
to you. May we not look at events that are happening but fix our eyes on our Saviour Jesus 
Christ our true Shepard. From Him comes our help. 

Lord may our love deepen for people around us, let us truly be salt and light, pointing many 
to you. Lord we lift up those in our neighbourhood, There is much sadness, loneliness, 
disillusionment and sickness, spiritual, mental and physical pain. So many needs around us 
and the world we all live in. Jesus you are truly adequate for every human need. Your name 
is powerful, and your power is great. Jesus send your comfort, your peace, and your calming 
presence to those who are in need and without hope.  

Also, our hearts go out for the persecuted believers, around the world. Make them brave 
and give them powerful protection. Bind the power of the enemy and strengthen believers 
everywhere.  

We pray for all the missions we support - those who labour to tell the good news of Jesus. 
Caleb and Grace, Gabbi at East Hills and other missionary workers the church supports. 
These are tough times. May they know that your Holy Spirit is with them and keep them 
safe as well as their loved ones. They may be hard pressed but not crushed; struck down, 
but not destroyed.  

Lord we pray for our church council and your leading in making rightful decisions in the 
affairs of the church. We pray for the JNC committee as they seek a new minister for Grace 
Christian Church. May you, by your Holy Spirit, lead us in our search.  

Thank you for Greta that her surgery went well, we pray that she will fully recover and know 
your peace. We pray for Graeme Odgers on-going healing for his eye so that he will have full 
vision in both his eyes. May he know your peace and that you are our healer. We pray that 
you will strengthen Jenny Ren as she progresses in her daily walk. May she know in God 
there is victory.  

We pray for Pam Douglas and Margaret Cary in their cancer treatment. May they know you 
love them and that you will surround them with your goodness. We also pray for Robyn's 
husband Phil. We pray for his full recovery. We have faith for his healing and that Phil will 
know your peace. For all our church members who are doing tough, those that are sick, that 
you will come to their aid, help them and may they know you love them. 

You, O Lord, are our greatest deliverer. 
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Lord we also pray for Becky for the course she be doing next six weeks to allow her to lead 
Communion for our church. We pray for your spirit to guide her through this. 

Lord we give you praise for you are the Way, the Truth and the Life . You are the answer to 
all human needs. Let this truth be written in letters of fire on every heart. In the matchless 
name of Jesus, we pray. Amen  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

SONG: Guide me, O thou Great Redeemer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ofp6rdAgRrY 

 

BIBLE READING 

Joshua 14:6-15; 15:13-19 

14:6 Now the people of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the 
Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the LORD said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh 
Barnea about you and me. 7 I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent 
me from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And I brought him back a report according to 
my convictions, 8 but my fellow Israelites who went up with me made the hearts of the 
people melt in fear. I, however, followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly. 9 So on that day 
Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and 
that of your children forever, because you have followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.’ 

10 “Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the 
time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the wilderness. So here I am today, 
eighty-five years old! 11 I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as 
vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then. 12 Now give me this hill country that the LORD 
promised me that day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities 
were large and fortified, but, the LORD helping me, I will drive them out just as he said.” 

13 Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. 14 So 
Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he 
followed the LORD, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. 15 (Hebron used to be called Kiriath 
Arba after Arba, who was the greatest man among the Anakites.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ofp6rdAgRrY
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15:13 In accordance with the LORD’s command to him, Joshua gave to Caleb son of Jephunneh 
a portion in Judah—Kiriath Arba, that is, Hebron. (Arba was the forefather of Anak.) 14 From 
Hebron Caleb drove out the three Anakites—Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai, the sons of Anak. 
15 From there he marched against the people living in Debir (formerly called Kiriath Sepher). 
16 And Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Aksah in marriage to the man who attacks and 
captures Kiriath Sepher.” 17 Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s brother, took it; so Caleb gave his 
daughter Aksah to him in marriage. 

18 One day when she came to Othniel, she urged him to ask her father for a field. When she 
got off her donkey, Caleb asked her, “What can I do for you?” 

19 She replied, “Do me a special favour. Since you have given me land in the Negev, give me 
also springs of water.” So Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs. 

Hebrews 10:19-25 

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 

the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 

body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God 

with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled 

to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let 

us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us 

consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

REFLECTION: JOSHUA – A Faithful Senior Citizen (Becky Douglass) 

Video: https://youtu.be/gRT0-lhUdrQ 

Good morning! Thank you for hanging in there with me the last few weeks! We’ve been 

looking at some of the trickier aspects of studying Joshua and it has been a stretch! We’ve 

had to jump around the Bible a bit to pull together the pieces of the puzzle so that we can 

understand the big picture of what is happening in Joshua. Now we are coming back to 

focus on a couple of the smaller stories in Joshua. It should be a bit easier! 

We are starting the third section of Joshua, which runs from chapter 13 though chapter 22 

and deals with the settling of the land. Most of this section is lists of tribes and the lands 

given to them. However, it is a little discouraging as you read through these lists because in 

several places, we are told that the tribes did not manage to settle in the land and at least 

once they gave up and moved away from what God had given them. 

https://youtu.be/gRT0-lhUdrQ
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But if these stories of failure seem like a dark cloud, there is one story 

that shines all the brighter in comparison. It is like putting a beautiful 

diamond necklace on a black cloth. The story of Caleb shines brightly 

as a beacon hope, of an example of what the way things should have 

been. 

Caleb’s character 

As we look at Caleb, we see that because he followed God wholeheartedly, he was 

victorious even in the most difficult situations and he was generous in helping others to 

follow God wholeheartedly as well. 

The core of Caleb’s character was a wholehearted devotion to God. This is mentioned three 

times in chapter 14! For instance, Moses said: 

The land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your children 

forever, because you have followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly.’ (Joshua 14:9) 

It was a devotion which only grew stronger over the years. He had followed God 

wholeheartedly when he and 11 others had been sent into evaluate the Promised Land. 

Only he and Joshua had believed that God could give them the land. He had followed God 

wholeheartedly throughout the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness and the 5 years of 

the conquest of the land. He had followed God in the face of opposition – at one point the 

people threatened to stone him! He had obeyed God’s commands and had not turned aside 

to follow idols. He had stayed true to God and had never doubted his promises. He was now 

85 years old and still following God wholeheartedly. His whole life was based on this 

relationship with God. 

As I think of our church, I believe that we have more than one who, like Caleb, have 

followed God wholeheartedly for many, many years. Some of us haven’t quite reached 85 

years, but we’re working on it! I am sure that, as we have sought to follow God 

wholeheartedly, we have found that there are many things in our lives which can pull us 

away from God. Wholeheartedly following God doesn’t mean we don’t live life in this world, 

working, raising a family and enjoying God’s good earth. But it does mean that we don’t 

allow the world around us to determine our values and shape our behaviour. We don’t look 

to these things to provide security and meaning. God is the centre of our lives and 

everything is determined by that relationship. 

Because Caleb wholeheartedly followed God, he was given an inheritance in the land. And 

he was victorious as he went in to possess the land. He says, 

Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day. You yourself heard then 

that the Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, but the Lord helping 

me, I will drive them out just as he said.” (Joshua 14:12) 

Joshua knew all about the land he was given. He had visited it with the other spies 40 years 

earlier. The Anakites were giants who lived in fortified cities. They were the reason the 

other spies had given a negative report and said that Israel couldn’t conquer the land. Caleb 
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knew this and he didn’t deny the challenge was real. He was honest about the obstacles he 

was facing. He was also honest about his ability. While he was still vigorous (unlike some of 

us!) he knew he needed God’s help to defeat the giants. But he also knew that he could 

trust God to be with him. This meant he could be courageous in the face of the challenge. 

He knew God would help him. 

As I have been studying Caleb, I have been challenged about how often I seek the easy way 

out. I tend to ask God to give me an easy road. I don’t want to have to face hard things. My 

fear takes over and causes me to doubt that God can be enough to carry me through the 

difficult things of life – I’d rather just avoid them. For instance, when I am unwell, my first 

prayer is for God to make me better again. While it is not wrong to pray for healing, I think 

God wants to heal more than just our body. He wants to heal our fears as well. Following 

God wholeheartedly gives us the courage to say, “God, it would be great if you healed me, 

but whatever happens, make me strong to trust you and walk with you through this. I trust 

you to give me the victory in this situation.” That is a faith that takes us deeper in our 

relationship with him. 

Caleb’s wholehearted following of God also caused him to want to generously help those 

around him to follow God and know his victory in their lives as well. He wasn’t just thinking 

of himself, but of the next generation as well. We see this in the incident in Joshua 15.  

And Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Aksah in marriage to the man who attacks and 

captures Kiriath Sepher.” Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s brother, took it; so Caleb gave his 

daughter Aksah to him in marriage. (Joshua 15:17,19) 

It sounds a bit unusual to give your daughter in marriage to someone who wins a battle! 

However, this was a common way to motivate young warriors to step up to the challenge 

and prove themselves. In reading the whole story, it seems as if Aksah was a willing 

participant in this. Othniel, the victorious warrior was her cousin, so they knew each other 

very well. It is probably right to see this as Caleb encouraging Othniel to trust God and 

experience his victory. And Caleb then gives the new couple some land and water to give 

them a good start.  

This isn’t the last time we hear of Othniel, either. In Judges 3 we read that “the Spirit of the 

Lord was on him” and he delivered Israel from a nation which was oppressing them and he 

judged the people fairly and wisely. He became an important leader in Israel, maybe as a 

direct result of Caleb’s mentoring and encouragement. 

This causes us to ask ourselves how we are passing on our faith to the next generation. With 

our children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews – how are we showing them what a 

faith in God looks like and how are we helping them to experience God’s activity in their 

own lives? Now that we are older and more experienced in our relationship with God, it is 

our responsibility, our privilege, to pass that on to the next generation. 

Caleb was an example of how the Israelites were to go in and possess the land they are 

given as an inheritance. But there is one very interesting thing I learned in my studies which 

I hadn’t known before – Caleb came from a family that was not originally Israelite!  Caleb is 
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called a Kenizzite. The only place we are told about the Kenizzites is in Genesis 15:19 where 

God is telling Abraham of the peoples in Canaan which the Israelites would conquer. Caleb 

was a Canaanite! When he went in to spy out the land, he represented the tribe of Judah, so 

his family had obviously been incorporated into the Israelites, but he is still known as a 

Kenizzite and so his Canaanite identity was still well-known. Caleb who was not a natural-

born Israelite is held up as an example to all of Israel as one who follows the Lord God 

wholeheartedly, is given and inheritance in the land and knows God’s victory in a most 

difficult situation. This just shows us again God’s gracious love which welcomes all to come 

to him. 

Our character? 

We may look at Caleb and think that we could never be like him. We are only too aware of 

our failures – the times when we haven’t followed God wholeheartedly, when we have been 

afraid and not trusted God for the victory, when we haven’t passed on our faith. The 

passage in Hebrews 10 reminds us that we are accepted by God – not because we are 

perfect, but because we have the blood of Christ to cleanse us from our sin and a Priest to 

apply this to us as we need forgiveness. If we allow him, God himself will enable us to follow 

him wholeheartedly. 

Because of the grace of God shown to us in this way, Hebrews calls us to “draw near to God 

with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings ...” (Hebrews 10:22). The 

phrase “sincere heart” means the same as “wholehearted”. Because of what Jesus has done 

for us, we have everything we need for a greater closeness with God than even Caleb 

enjoyed. This provides us with the sure foundation we need for our lives.  

Hebrews also calls us to: “hold unswervingly to the hope we profess ...” (Hebrews 10:23) We 

need to be honest that life is hard, without God we will swerve and take our eyes off him. 

But with him, we can move forward in faith to face difficult things in hope and trust. God 

knows us and what we need. He will be faithful to his promises and give us the victory in 

every situation we face. This doesn’t mean that we will not have problems. Jesus said, “In 

this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) He 

will give us his presence and victory – victory firstly over our fear so that we have courage to 

face difficult things, and then he will see us through those difficult things. 

Finally, because of all the things God has given us, Hebrews calls us to “consider how we 

may spur one another on toward love and good deeds ... (Hebrews 10:24) Just as Caleb 

spurred on Othniel to step out and see God’s victory, we can generously spur one another 

onto following God wholeheartedly. Here Caleb’s example is particularly appropriate for our 

congregation. Our roles as parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles, are key spheres in 

which to do this. We can give the next generation examples of courage in the face of 

difficulty. We can show them what it looks like to follow God in this broken world. We can 

encourage them to step out and trust God in their own difficult circumstances. We’d love to 

make life easy for them, wouldn’t we? Often our generosity is geared towards that – we 

give them the material things that they need, which isn’t a bad thing! Caleb also gave 
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Othniel and Aksah and inheritance. But Caleb also shows us that it is just as important to be 

generous in helping them to trust God and see him at work even when life it difficult.  

I don’t know about you, but I have come away from this study with a greater desire to be a 

faithful, wholehearted follower of God! Let’s encourage each other so that, like that faithful 

senior citizen Caleb, we can be wholehearted, victorious and generous to the very end of 

our lives.  

 

PRAYER 

Lord God, we know that we cannot be like this without you. Thank you that, through the 

blood of Jesus, you forgive us when we fail and, through the indwelling Spirit in our lives, 

you enable us to live lives that are wholeheartedly following you. May you enable us to be 

not afraid, but to face each situation with courage and trust in you. And then help us to 

encourage others in our families to also follow you wholeheartedly. As we get older and can 

no longer many of things we used to, keep us faithful to you to the very end. Amen 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. How would you recognise a wholehearted follower of God? 

2. When do you find it hard to courageously trust God? 

3. Who were the people who were important examples of faith in your life? How can you 

be an example to others, especially your family? 

 

SONG: Undivided 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9S7ptp9cM5w 

 

BENEDICTION: Ephesians 3:20,21 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

*All scripture from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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