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Sunday morning service – 26/07/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Psalm 146:   Put Not Your Trust in Princes 

1.  Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, my soul.  
2.  I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.  
3.  Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.  
4.  When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans come to 
nothing.  
5.  Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God.  
6.  He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— he remains 
faithful forever.  
7.  He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets 
prisoners free,  
8.  the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD 
loves the righteous.  
9.  The LORD watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he 
frustrates the ways of the wicked.  
10.  The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD. 

 

SONG:  

All creatures of our God  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECad_5jSduQ 

MISSION FOCUS: Open Doors 

If you are able, please watch the following introduction to the ministry of Open Doors 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkpgdeMSpo8&t=16s 

Read the following two stories and then take a moment to pray for these fellow Christians 
around the world. 

Fabrics of Faith 
By Murray Noble | 25 March 2020  

“God is everything to me. He is the one that opens 
doors in my life where there seem to be no 
doors.” 

Ativi is a young woman living in Nigeria, seeking to 
follow Jesus, no matter the cost. 



2 
 

“I used to go to church, and I was in the girls’ brigade and ladies fellowship,” she said. “In 
the evening, we would sit down and chat without fear of the unknown.” 

A Life Of Uncertainty 

When Boko Haram attacked her village, Ativi’s life was turned upside down. “In the late 
hours of the morning we began to hear gunshots,” she described. “I was at the farm 
harvesting groundnuts with my mother. I ran home, took our belongings and fled. The 
sound of the guns made me so scared. I ran to Cameroon and found a place we could stay 
with the help of a friend. My mother joined us there later. 

“When we were told that peace had returned to our village, we came back home. 
Everything was calm when we returned, but people lived in poverty. We were traumatized, 
seeing our church burnt down. Whenever I entered the church, I felt heavy-hearted because 
I knew my church wasn’t the same anymore. The relationship between people was no 
longer the same; everybody kept to themselves for quite some time.” 

 

A Chance To Rebuild 

“After the attack, I didn’t understand myself 
anymore. I was living a reckless life. That was until I 
came for this livelihood training. Then things 
became better. I used to be very hot-tempered. 
When anyone hurt me, I didn’t forgive easily. But 
we were taught that we should be people who 
forgive. 

“I learnt how to sew very well. Previously it was very 
difficult for me. I didn’t even know how to cut fabric. Anytime I was told to cut fabric, I 
would get scared, but my teacher taught me how to do it. This has now become my pride. 
Now if people bring their fabrics, I sew it for them with full confidence. 

“Our teacher taught us how to relate with people. I also learnt how to be patient with 
customers who bring their fabrics to me. We shouldn’t waste the fabric, and we should sew 
it on time. If they come and we are not done sewing, we give them a seat and finish up the 
work quickly. 

“Every morning, we have devotions. The 
Word of God is my foundation for everything. 
He made me, and he knows everything in my 
life. He is the one that opens doors in my life 
where there seems to be no doors.” 
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Stories from the Yemen crisis 
By Emily Watt | 26 June 2020  

Yemen is facing a crisis. Civil war has raged since 2015 and devastated communities and 
leaving 70 percent of people without food security. Two million children are suffering from 
acute malnutrition as the country faces the biggest humanitarian crisis on the planet. 

Right now, a new generation is being raised knowing nothing but war and famine. With a 
high mortality rate from COVID-19, as well as the worst existing outbreak of cholera, Yemen 
is at a breaking point. Christians in Yemen are more vulnerable than ever, as the little 
emergency aid available is distributed by Islamic organisations and local mosques. 

Yet hope is rising. These are just some of the powerful stories from Yemeni Christians during 
the crisis. 

Shoki*- “Believers Are A Blessing” 

“There’s a lot of anxiety and frustration dominating my neighbourhood. Many people 
around me are fearful and there is talk about the tragic ways people can die. In contrast to 
that, I’ve noticed how believers are a blessing as they talk about how to deal with this 
pandemic in a spirit of hope and a spirit of encouragement, prayer and following the 
measures of prevention and safe health practices.” 

Maritza* - “It Has Brought Us Closer To Him” 

“We pray for each other that the Lord Jesus will 
deliver us from this pandemic. It has brought us 
closer to Him and brought us closer together as His 
children in Yemen. We’re trying to spend more 
time with our children, teaching them and praying 
together and praying for the salvation of our 
people.” 

 

Naser* - “We Will Pass Through This” 

“I and many others are feeling the great pressure that the spread of this virus has added to 
our lives. But when I search, I find that we, believers, carry hope that helps us with the 
uncertainty that tomorrow will be better and that by the will of our Lord we will pass 
through this and all the anxieties and fears surrounding us.” 

Takia*- “We Feel His Mercy And Closeness” 

“Even in light of the difficult conditions we’re facing, we feel that the Lord Jesus is with us. 
We feel His mercy and closeness to us. A lot of people complain about emptiness and 
boredom because of the need to stay home more, but I’ve found it to be a valuable 
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opportunity to pray, draw closer to God and feel the affection of His hand outstretched to 
His children.” 

*Names changed for security purposes. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Graeme and Jeanette Odgers) 

Heavenly Father in all our ways you know our hearts, in all our failings you know our desires. 
In our weakness you provide our strength and in our neglect you provide true grace. It is 
only You who provides salvation for all through Jesus Christ. And it is You who accepts our 
heart driven prayers. Paul writes in Philippians 4:6  “Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 

Father help us to desire communication with you through daily prayer with thanksgiving, so 
much so that it becomes our natural response in every situation. Remove our anxiety even 
in the face of COVID-19 outbreaks, and help us at all times to be mindful of social distancing 
as a means to stop the spread of this terrible virus. In these stressing times thank you for 
your daily guidance in your Word and for the assurance given by Jesus in Matthew 6:8 “For 
your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.” 

We pray for our Federal and State Governments as they lead the country through the 
effects of the COVID virus. We pray that the Government support to our nation will be 
effective and helpful to all those suffering at this time. Father, please help those who are 
trying to find an effective vaccine, as some reports indicate that something might be 
available as early as September this year. 

We pray for protection for our Doctors and nurses working in hospitals as well as police men 
and women as they interact with members of the public. 

Father, as we look overseas we pray for enduring strength for the persecuted. May your 
Holy Spirit work in their lives and your loving protection surround them in their difficult 
situations.  

Heavenly Father, we pray for those we support who work to further the Gospel message: 
Howard and Michelle Newby and the Bakons who are still in Australia unable to return to 
their mission field for a time. We ask for protection for Grace as she works in refugee camps 
in Northern Uganda and Caleb and Garry at home in southern Uganda. 

Father as we turn to our local church we ask that your loving care rest upon our church 
members who are going through health difficulties: Greta, Graeme, Jenny Ren, Margaret 
Carey, Pam Douglas, Robyne’s husband Phil, Dinesh and Kussan, Daryl and Steve Murphy 
and Rose Pamilar.  We also ask that your grace and peace be with our church members who 
have ongoing health problems. We bring before you Harry and Betty Hoppitt, Ian Clipsham, 
Jeanette Harrington, Bill and Brenda and Michael’s mother. May they know your presence 
and your sustaining strength throughout each day. 
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As we look to a new week we pray for your guidance and wisdom each day and ask that you 
speak to us through your Word encouraging our faith and trust in You. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

SONG:  

The Lord is my salvation  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyLL04p0ms8 

 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 42 

1 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God? 
3 My tears have been my food day and night, 
while people say to me all day long, “Where is your God?” 
4 These things I remember as I pour out my soul: 
how I used to go to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One 
with shouts of joy and praise among the festive throng. 

5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 

6 My soul is downcast within me;  
    therefore I will remember you from the land of the Jordan, 
    the heights of Hermon—from Mount Mizar. 
7 Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; 
all your waves and breakers have swept over me. 

8 By day the LORD directs his love,  
    at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. 

9 I say to God my Rock,  “Why have you forgotten me? 
Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the enemy?” 
10 My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, 
saying to me all day long, “Where is your God?” 

11 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God. 
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REFLECTION: Disappointment (Gabe Billich-Neville – Open Doors) 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4x4AgqW4uK0&t=2s 

Welcome to House Church by Open Doors. My name is Gabe and I'm so excited to be with 
you, sitting in your living rooms or wherever you are watching this from. 

We are well and truly entrenched into this new year. And it doesn't look like anything that 
we had hoped and believe and dreamed for. I feel like we spent so much time of 2019 
anticipating this new decade, hoping and planning our dreams for this year. And so I'm 
looking at this season right now and I'm hoping for a simpler time, hoping for 2019 to come 
back. Instead of living out the dreams and plans I had for this year, I find myself in 
uncertainty. I find myself spending a lot of my time at home. We're not able to travel. We’re 
home-schooling our kids. Last week I received my first invitation for a zoom wedding.  

And it is in this season that I’ve been wrestling with what I'm actually feeling in this time. To 
be to be honest, it changes week by week. But one of the things I definitely see is that I'm 
feeling disappointed. Disappointment can look differently - in different shapes and forms. It 
can be anger or grief or sadness. I believe that it's key that we understand that when we’re 
feeling these emotions, we’re coming to God instead of running away from God. You see, 
God isn’t afraid of our emotions. 

I think, as Christians, we have to be careful not to judge or condemn our emotions. While 
it's important to not base important decisions solely on our emotions, they are part of who 
we are. God wants us to come to him with how we are feeling. Instead of denying them and 
letting them eat away at me, making me snap at my family and the people I love, I need to 
remind myself that I can come to God with how I'm feeling. It's not just that I can come to 
God, but that God wants to help me and strengthen me to work through my 
disappointments. He wants to see me come out the other side stronger and better, being 
able to see new opportunities and hopes and dreams again  

We see the throughout the Psalms as David is wrestling with how he's feeling. I want to look 
at one specific Psalm with you today – Psalm 42. 

3 My tears have been my food day and night, 
while people say to me all day long, “Where is your God?” 
4 These things I remember as I pour out my soul: 
how I used to go to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One 
with shouts of joy and praise among the festive throng. 

5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 
6 My soul is downcast within me;  
    therefore I will remember you from the land of the Jordan, 
    the heights of Hermon—from Mount Mizar. 
11 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God. 
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I love this - I think it's beautiful how it just describes how David is honest with how he's 
feeling. He’s coming before God and he’s saying how he is not sure why he is so downcast. 
but you see how he continuously reminds himself to remember God. The last verse says, 
“Put your hope in God”. It is this constant battle and wrestle with how he is feeling and 
bringing it to God. 

You see, Christianity is not about getting to live a life without disappointments, free of 
suffering and pain. It is actually about getting to live a life with God by our side, who 
enables us to walk through our disappointments, pains and sufferings with a strength and 
a peace that we don't understand. 

I want to tell you a story of Kumaron, a pastor of Zion Church in Batticaloa in Sri Lanka. Last 
year on Easter Sunday He was standing outside the church and he saw a man that he hadn't 
seen before standing outside. He walked up to him and introduced himself and wanted to 
get to know him. The man seemed very nervous and didn’t want to talk to Kumeron. 
Because he had to leave to assist the church, he asked his two friends and senior leaders in 
the church, Ramesh and Sazi, to look after the man because he wanted to make sure that 
his first experience of church was a good one. He left and 5 minutes into his drive, he got a 
phone call saying, Pastor, Pastor, you have to come back to the church! The church is on 
fire!” Of course, immediately Kumeron turns around and rushes back to the church. He is 
told that there was an explosion that killed lots of people. Eyewitnesses told him that 
Ramesh and Sazi were actually the ones stopping the man from entering the sanctuary and 
killing even more people. He praised their actions but also learnt that he lost his son in this 
attack. His 12-year-old son died. And while Kumeron was grieving and trying to deal with 
this incredible loss, our team was talking to him and he said to them, “I'm not wondering 
why this happened. I'm not asking that question. I'm asking how I can get through this.” 

That’s exactly what I feel like is at the core of Christianity. With our God on our side we’re 
able to walk through incredible pain and suffering with a peace and the strength that isn't 
from ourselves. So, in the midst of our disappointment with how this year is not go on the 
way we needed it to go, we have the ability to bring our disappointments to God and for 
him to lift them off our shoulders. Lifting our eyes to see new and fresh opportunities. 
Seeing opportunities and possibilities in our lives that we wouldn't have seen before, in the 
midst of our situation right now. Our God meets us in our disappointment. While his ways 
are higher than our ways and his thoughts are higher than our thoughts (Isaiah 55:8,9), he 
meets us where we’re at. 

I love this piece of Scripture that I just paraphrased - Isaiah 55. I believe it to be more than 
just a declaration. I think it's an invitation of God. He’s saying,” Come with me. Let me show 
you the way I see the world. Let me teach you how I see the world.” Jesus understands us. 
It's one of the greatest things I believe that we have, that we have a God that understands 
us. He lived a life here in our reality and he wants us to bring our disappointments to him. 
Because with him, we’re able to work through them, to come to the other side and actually 
be transformed in the way we see things.  

What would it look like for you this week to bring your disappointments to God? what 
would it look like for you to bring them to God and actually leave them there - to wrestle 
them out with Jesus? I believe that God wants to meet you in your disappointment, and he 
won't leave you there.  
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PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you that you are not afraid of our emotions. Thank you that we can bring 
our emotions to you and work through them with you. As we continue to live in this unusual 
time, may we bring our fears and disappointments to you and allow you to transform the 
way we see things and trust you to give us what we need. Amen 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. “Christianity isn’t about getting to live a life without disappointments, free of suffering 
and pain. It’s actually about getting to live a life with God who enables us to walk 
through our disappointments, pains and sufferings, with strength and a peace that we 
don’t understand.” How do you feel about this statement? 

2. Looking towards the coming weeks and months, how will you bring your 
disappointments before God, leaving them in His presence, knowing that He is in 
control, and that He cares for you? 

 

SONG:  Hope of the Nations    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37NYEIo7sEI 

 

BENEDICTION:  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Rom 15:13 

*All scripture from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 


