
1 
 

Sunday morning service – 02/08/2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 113 

1 Praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD, you his servants; praise the name of the LORD. 
2 Let the name of the LORD be praised, both now and forevermore. 
3 From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the LORD is to be praised. 

4 The LORD is exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens. 
5 Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high, 
6 who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth? 

7 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
8 he seats them with princes, with the princes of his people. 
9 He settles the childless woman in her home as a happy mother of children. 

Praise the LORD. 

 

SONG: One True God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNRibznQGsY 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Pam Small) 

Psalm 34:1-3 (NLT) 
“I will praise the LORD at all times. 
I will constantly speak his praises. 

I will boast only in the LORD; 
Let all who are helpless take heart. 

Come, let us tell of the LORD’s greatness; 
Let us exalt his name together.” 

 
Dear Heavenly Father, like the Psalmist, may praise for You be constantly on our lips.  You are our 
only hope.  There is no one like You.  As we read in other parts of the Scriptures: “All the gods of the 
nations are worthless idols” because they are made from earthly material and they have no life in 
them.  You are the living God.  You are the source of all true life.  Not just an existence but ‘life in all 
its fullness’ as Jesus said.  You have the power to do whatever You please.  This could cause us to 
fear until we remember that You love mercy and justice.  This truth brings hope for our troubled 
world.  On a world scale there is mass poverty, disease, oppression, abuse, exploitation, violence, 
racial tensions and so much more.  However, in the midst of all of this there are those who are 
bringing hope, healing, restoration, justice and mercy to Your broken world because they know You 
and are continuing to live out the life of Jesus here on earth by His Spirit, at work in and through 
them.  We are so thankful that You are the God of ALL hope.  You are, indeed, worthy of all our 
praise. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNRibznQGsY
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With You there is forgiveness.   With You there is healing.  With You there is grace and mercy.  With 
You there is love and faithfulness.  With You there is justice.  With You there is true joy and peace, 
strength, and hope, to name just a few. 
 
In our world and in our nation, in our state, in our community, in our homes, in our personal lives 
these are things that we all seek.  Sadly, we often look for them in the wrong places.  May we, as the 
Psalmist says, ‘lift up our eyes to You’.  You are where our help comes from, no matter what our 
need.     
 
As Your people, we look to You, Lord, to make a difference somehow in this time of pandemic.  We 
look to You to bring peace wherever there is a threat of war or unrest.  We look to You for 
forgiveness for times we have hurt You and others by our words and actions.  We look to You for 
healing for those we know and love, whether it be healing of illness or healing of relationships.  We 
look to You for mercy for those who are oppressed or abused or taken advantage of because they 
are poor.  We look to You for guidance for us as Your Church in Panania as we seek to live out the life 
of Jesus in our community, longing to see lives turned around from walking in darkness, to new life 
and hope because of the transformation that knowing Jesus and trusting Him brings. 
 
While it is easy enough to say these words, Lord, they can be empty words unless they are 
accompanied by willingness on our part to follow any instructions You give us.  Often it means 
spending time with You first, getting to know You better through reading Your Word or spending 
more time in prayer, learning to listen for Your voice.  May we not only have ‘ears to hear’ but 
obedient hearts and lives.  
 

Your early disciples said: “Lord, teach us to pray...” ...and You did.   
Thank You. That it is still our prayer today. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

SONG: The Love of the Father 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVA5s0w17I8 

 

BIBLE READING 

Joshua 20:1-9; 21:1-3, 41-42 

20:1 Then the LORD said to Joshua: 2 “Tell the Israelites to designate the cities of refuge, as I 
instructed you through Moses, 3 so that anyone who kills a person accidentally and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVA5s0w17I8
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unintentionally may flee there and find protection from the avenger of blood. 4 When they 
flee to one of these cities, they are to stand in the entrance of the city gate and state their 
case before the elders of that city. Then the elders are to admit the fugitive into their city and 
provide a place to live among them. 5 If the avenger of blood comes in pursuit, the elders 
must not surrender the fugitive, because the fugitive killed their neighbour unintentionally 
and without malice aforethought. 6 They are to stay in that city until they have stood trial 
before the assembly and until the death of the high priest who is serving at that time. Then 
they may go back to their own home in the town from which they fled.” 

7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, Shechem in the hill 
country of Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 8 East of 
the Jordan (on the other side from Jericho) they designated Bezer in the wilderness on the 
plateau in the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead in the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan in 
the tribe of Manasseh. 9 Any of the Israelites or any foreigner residing among them who 
killed someone accidentally could flee to these designated cities and not be killed by the 
avenger of blood prior to standing trial before the assembly. 

21:1 Now the family heads of the Levites approached Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, 
and the heads of the other tribal families of Israel 2 at Shiloh in Canaan and said to them, 
“The LORD commanded through Moses that you give us towns to live in, with pasturelands 
for our livestock.” 3 So, as the LORD had commanded, the Israelites gave the Levites the 
following towns and pasturelands out of their own inheritance: … 

41 The towns of the Levites in the territory held by the Israelites were forty-eight in all, 
together with their pasturelands. 42 Each of these towns had pasturelands surrounding it; 
this was true for all these towns. 

Matthew 5:13-16 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 
to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

REFLECTION: A Reflection of God (Becky Douglass) 

Video: https://youtu.be/X--Vmw9QWBQ 

Over the past three months, we’ve covered most of the book of Joshua and as we get 
towards the end, it is helpful to take a moment to look at where we’ve been. We started out 
with the renewal of God’s covenant with Israel. The new generation of Israelites had not 
experienced the Exodus, the crossing of the Red Sea or the giving of the law at Mt Sinai. As 
they entered the land with their new leader, Joshua, they needed to be reminded of who 

https://youtu.be/X--Vmw9QWBQ
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God was and how they were to relate to him. God showed them this as they crossed the 
Jordan river, renewed their covenant through circumcision, the Passover and the blessing 
and cursing ceremony and saw him at work at Jericho and Ai. Then as they moved into the 
Promised Land, God gave them victory over their enemies as they trusted in him. He proved 
that he was a greater God than the idols which were worshipped in the land. And as he 
promised, he provided each tribe with a good inheritance – a land where they could live and 
be secure. 

As he set them up in the land, his desire was that the 
way they lived, the society they developed would 
reflect him. As we look at this reflection in the 
water, we catch a glimpse of what the original looks 
like don’t we? We can tell that the sky will be a 
bright yellow/orange colour and that there will be 
some buildings to cast some shadows. We are not 
surprised when we see the whole picture. God 
wanted his people to reflect him in a way that 
showed people what he was like. When people looked at them, they would see him. 

But to do this, they would need more than just a land to live in. They would need to set up a 
positive community structure. While they had still been in the wilderness, God had given 
them laws to govern their lives - laws about right family relationships; about care for their 
property; about respect for each other’s possessions; about care for the vulnerable; about 
justice and restitution; about avoiding the idolatrous practices and ordering right worship of 
God. Some of these laws would have become a part of their lives right away, but many 
would not have applied until they settled in the land. For instance, laws about farming 
would only come into play once they had settled farmland. While living in tents in the 
wilderness, they didn’t have roofs and so they didn’t need the laws about building 
balustrades to stop people falling off their roofs! 

However, now that they were settling into the land, more of God’s laws became relevant. 
These laws were not arbitrary rules set down by God to restrict them. They were a blueprint 
for a society which reflected God. They were laws designed to enable God’s people to 
flourish in the land and display God character to the nations around them. When people 
looked at Israel, God wanted them to see something of his goodness and love for all, his 
justice and holiness and be drawn to him. In this way, Israel would be a blessing to the 
nations. 

It is with this in mind that we come to these two chapters – the first one about the cities of 
refuge and the second about the Levites and their place in the community. They talk about 
society which is very different to ours, but, they teach us some things about God that I think 
help us to know how we can reflect him in our lives today. 

 

 



5 
 

Cities of refuge – reflecting a caring and just God (ch 20) 

The cities of refuge had been decreed by Moses as part of the Israelite system of justice. 
This provision for justice would show all those around Israel, and us today, that God was a 
caring and just God.  

We need to realise that in those times, justice was administered very differently. There was 
no government to legislate laws. God gave them the Israelites the laws and the leaders of 
the tribes and eventually the kings were expected to administer these laws. There were no 
police or courts as we know them to apprehend and judge wrongdoers. The tribal leaders, 
and the families of those involved would do this. In our passage we read about the “avenger 
of blood”. This was a family member who was assigned the job of avenging wrongful death. 
There were no prisons. Wrongdoers either paid restitution, as in the case of injury or theft, 
or they lost their lives in extreme cases of wrongdoing. 

But sometimes things happened unintentionally. A person was killed as a result of an 
accident or negligence – what we would call manslaughter today. In this case, the person 
responsible could flee to a city of refuge and there have their case judged impartially. These 
were some of the cities inhabited by the Levites and so it became the job of the Levites to  
judge these cases. If it was decided that the death was unintentional, the perpetrator could 
live in the city and be safe from retribution from the family. In a way the city became that 
person’s prison, because they could not leave it and return to their home, but they were at 
least allowed to live. 

This may seem a bit strange to us and our way of dealing with wrongdoing, but in this we 
can see God’s deep respect for life and justice but also his mercy. This law honours the life 
of the one killed as the perpetrator does not go completely free. On the other hand, it 
honours the life of the perpetrator and does not judge them harshly. It acknowledges that 
accidents happen, and that motive is important. All life is respected. 

Two things stand out here. This applies to anyone, even the foreigner in the land.  And the 
cities were spread out evenly across the land so that they were equally accessible to all. All 
life is valuable. Justice is available to all. 

Levites – reflecting an involved and accessible God (ch 21) 

As this system of justice is set up and administered, the Levites are key people. In chapter 
21, we see God’s provision for them and through them, provision for the whole community. 
The Levites reflected a God who was involved in all of life and was accessible to all. 

The Levites had several roles in Israel. Their first role was to serve in the Tabernacle and 
later the Temple. God divided them up and gave each family specific roles. The priests, the 
descendants of Aaron, were to administer the sacrifices and rituals in the Temple. Others 
were responsible to lead the worship through song, take care of the used for worship and 
administer the affairs of the Tabernacle. All the men between 30 and 60 would serve in the 
Tabernacle on rotation for one month a year. 
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At the time of Joshua, The Israelites had moved the Tabernacle and the Ark of the covenant 
to Shiloh and set that up as the centre of worship. People would travel there to observe the 
feasts and offer sacrifices. This remained as the centre of worship until the time of David, 
who moved it to Jerusalem when he captured it over 350 years later. 

But when the Levites were not serving in the Tabernacle, they played another important 
role in the community. In Joshua 21 we have read that they were not given a particular part 
of the country for their tribe as they others were. Instead, God gave them individual cities 
and pasturelands scattered throughout the whole land. In total, they occupied 48 cities, six 
of which were also the cities of refuge we talked about earlier. 

In these cities, the Levites were supported by the local tribes through the gifts and offerings 
given to God. In return, they became God’s representatives in the area. They were 
responsible for preserving and passing on the law to the people. They would teach the law 
and show them the right things to do. They were also mediators in disputes and administers 
of the law. As they occupied the cities of refuge, they would be the ones who judged those 
who fled to them. In another instance, the regulations concerning leprosy state that it is the 
Levites who determine when a person is clean from the disease and able to come back into 
the community. 

In their involvement in the local community, they brough God and his law close to the 
people. They showed that God was interested and involved in everyday life and they made 
the Covenant accessible to the average person. They reflected a God who was involved and 
accessible. 

Reflecting our God in our world 

So we have seen how the way God set up the law and the structure of law and governance 

in Israel in a way that would demonstrate and reflect his character. But how can we as God’s 

people reflect God in our world today? I think as we look at these things, we learn more 

about God and as we learn more about God, we will see ways we can reflect him today. 

So, what do they teach us about God? We see a God who cares for the flourishing of all 

who live in the land. He knows what it takes to build a good society and he set this out for 

his people in the laws that governed their activity and relationships. God’s intention was 

that as others looked at the Israelite society, they would see a reflection of his character and 

be drawn to him. 

We see particularly in the cities of refuge, that God ensures justice for all. God knows that 

accidents happen, and while he honours the life lost, he also honours the life of the living 

and is sensitive to the motivations of the heart. And we read that this justice is available to 

all – the Israelite and the foreigner. God’s justice is not exclusive or prejudiced. 

Finally we see that God is accessible to all. By spreading the Levites throughout the land, he 

shows his desire that everyone will know the law and be able to experience the flourishing 

that comes from following it. He sets aside a whole tribe just to help the rest of the people 

to know him and follow him. He provides for their support so that they can focus on this. His 

covenant is for everyone – all can know of it and be a part of it.  
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This is the God of Israel, and this is our God as well. All of these things we see in Jesus. In his 

incarnation and life he brought God close to people, reaching out in love to all, but also 

challenging all as to how they measured up to the righteousness and justice of God. In his 

death, he was just and justifier of all who believe (Romans 3:26). In his resurrection, he 

opens the way for us to have an intimate relationship with God, (Romans 5:1,2) embraced 

by his love and enabled to love and care for all. Just as he desired the Israelites to reflect 

him in the way they lived, he wants his people today, who are redeemed by his grace and 

indwelt by his Spirit, to also reflect him in they way they live. In our reading from the 

Sermon of the Mount, Jesus says that we as his people are like a light shining in this dark 

world. While Jesus is THE light of the world, we are to reflect that light and shine where we 

are. And in shining, we are to point people back to God. This light is multiplied as we work 

together as his church. 

Our lives are very different to the Israelites so many 

years ago, but I think there are things we can all do to 

reflect these aspects of God today. Firstly, as God cares 

for all, we too should care for our community. We 

should be a positive influence in this community, 

helping others to live better lives. Our church is 

already involved in this through Friendship Group and 

serving Panania North School, through Crossroads and 

the English classes, the bread nights and many other 

things. We can also do this individually as we care for 

those we encounter. Each time we reach out to others in Jesus’ name, we are showing 

people what he is like – his goodness and love. 

We can also seek true justice in our community. At times this might involve showing others 

how God wants us to act by living our lives according to God’s truth and love. As we do this, 

we point people to God. Other times it might be speaking out for injustice that we see 

happening. This takes discernment. We need God’s wisdom to know what is right and wrong 

in this confused world. As we walk with God, we can ask God how he want us to address the 

issues in the news. How should this affect how we vote or the causes we support?  

We also have the opportunity to make God accessible to those around us. It has been said 

that you and I are the only Bible some people will ever read. If people know that we are a 

follower of Jesus, they will look to see how we act and their picture of God will be 

influenced by what they see. But to do this, we need to go out into our community, into our 

families and shine the light there. The most effective witnesses are not through church 

programs, but people who influence those around them. And we as a church need to 

support each other as we do this. 

We will always be but a poor reflection of God’s glory. We fail often and we are limited by 

our limited understanding of who he is. But, by God’s grace working in our lives, we are able 

to be a light in this dark and broken world. We can let our lights shine and point people to 

our great God.  
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PRAYER 

Father God, we know that we will never be pure reflections of you. Our sin and ignorance 

get in the way. However, you have given us forgiveness for our failings. You have given us 

your Spirit to teach us and make us more like you. May we shine your light in this dark work 

and may others be drawn to you by what they see. Amen. 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. When do you find it difficult to reflect God in your day to day lives? In what ways do you 

desire to be more like him? 

2. How does the church help you with this? What more could we be doing to support you? 

 

SONG: Speak, O Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=my90e3a_nlM 

 

BENEDICTION: Jude 24,25 

24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, 

power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! 

Amen. 

 

*All scripture from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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