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ESTHER – BEGINNINGS 
Esther 1,2; Psalm 46 (Graeme Odgers) 

Some History: 

I think it’s good to start with a thought from Paul in Romans 15:4,  

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might 

have hope.” 

Paul reminds us that as people of The Word, Christian believers will find life instruction in 

God’s word that will aid us in daily living through all life’s problems, helping us to endure 

because of His love, to be encourage by those who have lived before and giving us the true 

hope that can only be found through our Lord Jesus, the true rock in times of trouble.   

This week we begin to look through the book of Esther, a book that has caused contention 

and debate between many scholars and secular people alike. 

God’s people, the Jews, have always struggled with their faith and obedience to God, 

despite numerous warnings from God. In Deut 28, written around 1400BC, God set down 

what would happen if they obeyed His laws and conversely what would happen if they didn’t. 

So for their disobedience we find in Verse 36: 

“The LORD will drive you and the king you set over you to a nation unknown to you or 

your ancestors. There you will worship other gods, gods of wood and stone.” 

And in Deut 28: 64a      

“Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to the 

other.” 

And so it was in 586BC the Jews of Judah were carried into exile by the Babylonian king, 

Nebuchadnezzar, when he sacked and burnt the Temple in Jerusalem. 
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The Exile was a turning point in Biblical 

history that forever changed the character of 

Judaism. The Temple was destroyed, and 

sacrificial practices could no longer take 

place.  Thus, Exiled Judaism focused on the 

Torah and this practice has continued to the 

present time. 

On the 12th October 539BC, the army of the 

Persian king Cyrus II (also known as Cyrus 

the Great) attacked Babylon while the 

Babylonian King Belshazzar was engaged in 

drunken revelry. This was recorded in Daniel 5 and by the Greek historian Herodotus 

(around 450 BC). Under Cyrus the Persian Empire expanded and it was only 9 years later 

Cyrus died in battle at the age of 70.  

Successive Persian kings continued to expand their Empire holding it together for 200 years 

until in 330 BC Alexander the Great conquered Persia at the battle of Issus in Greece. 

The Persian Empire eventually had expanded from what is Modern Pakistan in the East to 

Turkey and the coastal islands of Greece in the west to Northern Sudan in Africa. 

The Persians were great builders using people and materials from all over the empire to 

complete infrastructure works. For example they built a paved road from Susa (the capital) 

through to Sardis and named it the Kings Highway, approximately 2000 miles long. 

King Xerxes 

The book of Esther covers the period of 483 BC to 473 BC at the end of the exile.  

Esther is set in Susa (located in modern Iran).  The story begins in Chapter 1: 

This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 127 
provinces stretching from India to Cush:  

At that time King Xerxes reigned from his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, and in the 
third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. The military 
leaders of Persia and Media, the princes, and the nobles of the provinces were 
present.  

For a full 180 days he displayed the vast wealth of his kingdom and the splendour and 
glory of his majesty. (1:1,2,4) 

Xerxes was known to be a ruthless ruler and he boasts and displays his excessive wealth to 

his senior officials from all over Persia, placing his overwhelming power before them. 

Queen Vashti 

Then at the end of the 180 days king Xerxes held a 7 day banquet for his nobles and 

officials and at the banquet he gets drunk. And while he’s intoxicated he begins to brag 

about the great beauty of his Queen and finally at some point in the bragging he decides 

he’s going to show them how beautiful she is. So through his eunuchs he summons her and 

says come and dress beautifully, I want you to come and stand and exhibit yourself before 
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thousands of drunken men. And for reasons it is impossible not to imagine she doesn’t 

come.  

And of course that’s an act of incredible bravery in this culture. And for her not to come when 

he called her was a cultural crisis and the king sought advice from his advisors and nobles 

and they decided that Vashti had to be stripped of her crown, and she was banished.  

At the beginning of Chapter 2, after the king’s fury had subsided, his close attendants 

suggested that a search be made for beautiful young virgins for the king. So the 

commissioners are sent out to every part of the Empire to find the most beautiful young 

women in the whole Empire and bring them back to the citadel. 

Esther 

Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai 

son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, who had been carried into exile from 

Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those taken captive with 

Jehoiachin king of Judah. (2:5,6) 

These Jews were living in dispersion in Persia, so they were a religious minority living in a 

society which was dominated by spiritual and moral values extremely different to theirs.  

Now when living as a religious minority in a dominant culture, which has a completely 

different view to almost everything, how do you relate to that dominant culture? Do you try to 

withdraw; so that you’re completely pure, but you can’t really, that’s almost impossible. Do 

you try to fit in; and just keep your views totally secret? That doesn’t seem right. What do 

you do? Really Christians have always been faced with these problems. And they are real 

problems, how do we relate to our own Australian dynamic culture? 

By taking Esther in to care and raise her as his own, Mordecai was demonstrating his loyalty 

to his own culture; I’ll call this a passive way to maintain his Jewish faith and live in this 

foreign land. Further Mordecai is faced with the result of Xerxes charge to obtain beautiful 

young women. 

When the king's order and edict had been proclaimed, many young women were 

brought to the citadel of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also was taken 

to the king's palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of the harem. (2:8) 

These young women didn’t have any choice in the matter, they were taken.  

She pleased him and won his favour. Immediately he provided her with her beauty 

treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven female attendants selected 

from the king's palace and moved her and her attendants into the best place in the 

harem.  

Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had 

forbidden her to do so.  

Every day he walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how 

Esther was and what was happening to her.  
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Before a young woman's turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete 

twelve months of beauty treatments prescribed for the women, six months with oil of 

myrrh and six with perfumes and cosmetics. (2:9-12) 

Esther went through all the beauty treatments, she went through all the beauty training and 

when she went into him, he favoured her more than all the rest and therefore he married her, 

he made her queen, and he threw an incredible marriage feast. And so a little orphan Jewish 

girl becomes the Queen of the greatest Empire on the face of the earth at the time. 

And that’s the story so far. 

Conclusion 

So what can we learn from this? Did you see that there was no mention of God? None at all. 

In fact, there is no mention of God in all of Esther. It’s the only book in the entire Bible where 

God is not named and in the text God remains silent. 

We can observe that if Xerxes had not shown off before those assembled and got drunk, 

Vashti would not have been banished and would have remained as Queen and then Esther 

would not have been found for the future role of Queen. Are these just coincidences or are 

these events following God’s plan? Because, as we will see next week Esther has to 

become the Queen to save the Jews. 

It’s easy to think that God’s not present or ask “am I living within God’s will for my life”. Or 

you might think “He always seems silent in my life.” 

But we should not have limited expectations of God. Isaiah describes His majesty in the 

following way: 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the 
LORD. "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8,9) 

God works to fulfil His plans and we need to walk in faith, reading the scriptures and 

prayerfully committing our lives to His will for us. 

The writer of Esther describes the large events that took place, we don’t learn of the daily life 

of Esther and Mordecai. Even though they are in Persia, they still belong to God’s people 

and through Christ; we also are God’s people! And to His people God says:   

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 

41:10) 

So be encouraged by His word, know that He is always with us through all our struggles and 

that ultimately God is always in control. 

This week I encourage you to read through Esther and look for God’s perfect plan 

throughout this very different book. 


