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Sunday morning service – 05/09/2021 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 68:1-6 

1   May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him. 
2   May you blow them away like smoke—as wax melts before the fire, 
      may the wicked perish before God. 
3   But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful. 
4   Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds; 
      rejoice before him—his name is the LORD. 
5   A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. 
6   God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing; 
      but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 

 

SONG: Behold Our God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58 

SONG: Love of the Father 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVA5s0w17I8 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Bob Nance) 

My soul finds rest in God alone:           
My salvation comes from Him. 
He alone is my Rock and my salvation; 
He is my Fortress, I will never be shaken. (Psalm 62: 1 -2) 

 
Almighty God, as we meditate on these wonderful words, words that bring hope and joy to us in this time of 
confusion and uncertainty, we know that we can rest in the knowledge, that no matter what happens, our 
God is in control, because He is our Rock, our fortress and our salvation, as Your Word tells us in Psalm 62.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVA5s0w17I8
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As we celebrate Father’s Day today, it draws our attention to the One who has set the supreme example of 
what a father should be and do. The One who gave His only Son to redeem us from our sins and the eternal 
separation that follows, if we don’t put our trust and faith in Your Son and what He did for us.  
Unfortunately, as human fathers, we fall short of the way we should act towards our children and the 
example we set for them. The best thing we can do for them is to direct their thoughts to the greatest of all 
fathers, and to commit their life to following Jesus Christ for the rest of their lives. 
 
We thank You for Your love and care for the members of our fellowship. We thank you that we have ways of 
upholding and encouraging each other, even though we are ln isolation, and for the knowledge that You are 
with us, guiding and leading us in ways that we may have never thought to follow before, as we seek new 
ways to share God’s love with those we interact with each day. 
 
We thank You for the knowledge You have given to us in the area of medicine and especially for the vaccines 
that we have to fight this COVID-19 virus. We thank You that You have spared nearly all the people in this 
country from the virus, but we know that some are no longer with us, so we ask that You will comfort those 
who have lost loved ones, and may this be the catalyst that brings many to a personal relationship with 
Jesus. 
 
We pray for those whose homes have been destroyed by the hurricane in the USA recently, and also for 
those who have been left destitute by the earthquake in Haiti. Help us to find ways to help them and may 
Your people continue to trust in You as they rebuild their lives, and as they reach out in love, may they show 
those around them, that by putting their faith in Jesus Christ, they can find rest and comfort as they move 
forward in the knowledge that their eternal salvation is assured even though life here on earth is a struggle 
at the moment. 
 
We pray for the new government in Afghanistan and ask that You will soften their hearts so they might seek 
You and be guided by Your Spirit in ministering to their people, and give their people the opportunity to seek 
You in all they do and to walk in Your ways. 
 
We thank You for the opportunity to partner with Jill and Colin Bacon in Spain, Michelle and Howard in the 
Philippines, Caleb and Grace in Uganda, Kit in the University of Western Sydney and Gabby at East Hills Girls 
Technical High School, both financially and in prayer, as they each seek to extend the kingdom of God in 
their particular field of ministry. Keep them all well and free from sickness so their work may flourish and 
bring honour and glory to Your Name.  
 
We pray for those of our number for whom life is a struggle every day. We particularly think of Harry and 
Betty, Bill and Brenda, Ian Chapman, Ron Webb, Ian Clipsham, Margaret Carey and Liz Martin. We pray that 
You will comfort them and may they be very aware of Your presence at all times as they seek to glorify Your 
Holy Name in all that they do. 
 

We pray all these things in the Name of Jesus who taught His disciples to pray saying: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 
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SONG: By Faith 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE 

 

BIBLE READING  
 

Psalm 100 

1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
2     Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 
3 Know that the LORD is God. 
    It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
    give thanks to him and praise his name. 
5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 
    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

Book of Esther (enjoy this nice long read!) 
 
2:18-23 

18 And the king gave a great banquet, Esther’s banquet, for all his nobles and officials. He 
proclaimed a holiday throughout the provinces and distributed gifts with royal liberality. 

19 When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. 20 But 
Esther had kept secret her family background and nationality just as Mordecai had told her to do, 
for she continued to follow Mordecai’s instructions as she had done when he was bringing her 
up. 

21 During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s 
officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 
22 But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the 
king, giving credit to Mordecai. 23 And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the 
two officials were impaled on poles. All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the 
presence of the king. 

3:1-6 

After these events, King Xerxes honoured Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating 
him and giving him a seat of honour higher than that of all the other nobles. 2 All the royal officials 
at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honour to Haman, for the king had commanded this 
concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honour. 

3 Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s 
command?” 4 Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told 
Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behaviour would be tolerated, for he had told them he 
was a Jew. 

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honour, he was enraged. 
6 Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. 
Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the 
whole kingdom of Xerxes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE
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4:1-3 

When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far as the 
king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every province to 
which the edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with 
fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

5:1-9 

On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in front 
of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance. 2 When 
he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold 
sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the sceptre. 

3 Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the 
kingdom, it will be given you.” 

4 “If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, come today to a 
banquet I have prepared for him.” 

5 “Bring Haman at once,” the king said, “so that we may do what Esther asks.” 

So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. 6 As they were drinking wine, 
the king again asked Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will be given you. And what is your 
request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 

7 Esther replied, “My petition and my request is this: 8 If the king regards me with favor and if it 
pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come 
tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king’s question.” 

9 Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s 
gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage 
against Mordecai. 

7:1-10 

So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, 2 and as they were drinking wine on the 
second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. 
What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 

3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favour with you, Your Majesty, and if it pleases 
you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—this is my request. 4 For I and 
my people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as 
male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify 
disturbing the king.” 

5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has dared to do 
such a thing?” 

6 Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” 



5 
 

Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got up in a rage, left his wine 
and went out into the palace garden. But Haman, realizing that the king had already decided his 
fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life. 

8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the 
couch where Esther was reclining. 

The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in the house?” 

As soon as the word left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face. 9 Then Harbona, one of 
the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole reaching to a height of fifty cubits stands by 
Haman’s house. He had it set up for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” 

The king said, “Impale him on it!” 10 So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for 
Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided. 

8:3-8 

3 Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She begged him to put an 
end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he had devised against the Jews. 4 Then the 
king extended the gold sceptre to Esther and she arose and stood before him. 

5 “If it pleases the king,” she said, “and if he regards me with favour and thinks it the right thing to 
do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be written overruling the dispatches that Haman son 
of Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces. 
6 For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see the destruction of 
my family?” 

7 King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Because Haman attacked the 
Jews, I have given his estate to Esther, and they have impaled him on the pole he set up. 8 Now 
write another decree in the king’s name in behalf of the Jews as seems best to you, and seal it 
with the king’s signet ring—for no document written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring 
can be revoked.” 

 

REFLECTION: Esther – Part Two (Graeme Odgers) 

Video: https://youtu.be/xv8h_7yteVg 

 

Introduction: 

Last week we saw three main characters in the book of Esther – king Xerxes (named as Ahasuerus 
in the NIV), Esther and Mordecai, and this week we will include the fourth, Haman. 

It’s not known who wrote Esther, but it is interesting that both Josephus, the Jewish historian, and 
Clement of Alexandria, an early church father, both claimed that Mordecai himself wrote the book. 
However, it is thought that it was certainly written by a Jew who lived outside of Palestine under 
Persian rule and who was familiar with Susa and the Persian court. 

This week we can look through five main incidents that remain in the book of Esther: 

• Mordecai discovers a plot against king Xerxes 

• Haman plots against the Jews 

https://youtu.be/xv8h_7yteVg
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• Esther stands up for the Jews 

• Unfortunate and fortunate events 

• Purim 
 

1. Mordecai Discovers a Plot against king Xerxes 

In Esther 2:19 to 2:23, we find that Mordecai was “sitting at the Kings Gate”, meaning that he held 
an official position in the Persian court.  

The “gate” entering the walled palace complex was a large building in which legal, civil, and 
commercial business was conducted. And it was in this position that Mordecai overheard two of the 
kings’ eunuchs plotting to kill the king. He reported this to Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to 
Xerxes, giving credit to Mordecai. All of this was recorded in the annals of the king. Normally acts of 
loyalty were rewarded immediately and generously by Persian kings, but Mordecai’s reward was 
somehow overlooked. 

2. Haman plots against the Jews 

When Mordecai was introduced in Chapter 2: 5, he was introduced as a Benjamite. Now Haman is 
introduced in Chapter 3: 1, as Haman the Agagite.  

When we read this, we sort of think, oh yeah, that’s his title, but if you think back Agag, was king of 
the Amalekites at the time Saul (also of the tribe of Benjamin) was the first king of Israel (1 Sam 15). 
The Amalekites were a nomadic people from the southern desert region who frequently raided 
Israel from the very beginning of its history. The Amalekites also had the dubious distinction of 
being the first people of the world to attack and try to destroy God’s people after they left Egypt. 
God had then declared that the Amalekites be utterly destroyed, but Saul spared Agag’s life in 
disobedience to God’s command. 

Back in Exodus 17:15, 16 God had promised to protect Israel and to be at war with Amalek (re- the 
Amalekites) in every generation. 

And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The LORD Is My Banner, saying, “A hand 
upon the throne of the LORD! The LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation.”  

So for Haman to be identified as Haman the Agagite, shows a Biblical tension between these two 
main characters that stems back through time past Saul and Agag to Moses and Amalek. 

Now at the beginning of Chapter 3 of Esther, we find that Haman Is promoted by the king “above all 
of the officials. And all the servants who were at the king’s gate bowed down and paid homage to 
Haman, because the king had commanded it.” No reason is given here for Haman’s promotion, but 
it is significant as his position is one over the whole empire. But at the gate Mordecai would not bow 
down and told the other servants there, that he was a Jew.  

Although not stated in Esther, it’s probably implied that being a Jew he would only bow down for the 
one true God. 

Once Haman knew that Mordecai would not bow down to him, he was “filled with fury” and his pride-
driven wrath was turned against all the Jewish people in the entire empire. A bit of an overreaction 
leading to the desire for genocide. 

Now, Esther had been queen for five years when Haman set out to manipulate the king to gain 
support for his evil plan. (Est 3:6) In Est 3:8 Haman begins by bringing an accusation certain to 
arouse the king’s attention—that there is “a certain people” who do not obey the king’s laws. It may 
have been true that the Jews observed some distinctive customs even in Persia, however, in Esther 
it is only Mordecai who does not obey the king, and then only one specific command—to bow to 
Haman. Haman carefully avoids mentioning that these people are the Jews, and the king doesn’t 
bother to ask which people were charged with this behaviour.  
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Next, Haman appeals to the king financially. The reason for this is not mentioned here in Esther; 
however, Haman brings this up because of the king’s need to replenish the treasury depleted by 
Xerxes’ disastrous war with Greece, prior to the Vashti incident. He backs his request by offering to 
provide ten thousand talents of silver (about 300 tons) to the king’s treasuries. Presumably Haman 
is thinking that he can get this from plundering the possessions of the Jews living in the extensive 
Persian empire.  

Once Haman receives the kings approval lots are cast to determine the time that the Jews will be 
executed. The lots are called Pur. After this the royal secretaries draft the decree in the language of 
each province of the empire, and they are stamped with the king’s seal. As verse 3: 13 states: 

Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to kill, and to 
annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. 

3. Esther stands up for the Jews 

In 4:1 after hearing of the king’s decree, Mordecai tears his clothes and puts on sackcloth and 
ashes in an act of deep mourning and distress. As the Jews throughout the empire heard the 
declaration they also put on sackcloth and ashes, and there was great weeping and lamenting.  

The action of putting on sackcloth and ashes were often used as a symbol of disgrace, mourning, 
and repentance. Repentance through prayer would also have been involved, even though prayer is 
not mentioned in Esther, this suggests it would have been a time of calling out to God. 

When Esther hears of Mordecai’s distress it upsets her, and she sends clothing to him to replace his 
sackcloth. But he refuses to accept her gift and then Esther attempts to find out what is troubling her 
cousin. So Esther sends the eunuch, Hathach to find out what has upset Mordecai. 

On returning, Hathach brings Mordecai’s news and a copy of the written decree back to her as well 
as Mordecai’s request that she go to the king to plead for “her” people, she basically says no, 
saying that she no longer routinely sees the king.  

Now Mordecai knows, she cannot go to the king uninvited without risking her life, for unless Xerxes 
extends his golden sceptre, her life will be taken on the spot.  

After hearing of Esther’s reply, Mordecai told Hathach the eunuch to say to Esther in Vs 4:13 

“Do not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other 
Jews. For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another 
place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to 
the kingdom for such a time as this?”  

It is at this point Esther shows her inner strength and in Vs 4:16,17, she replies to Mordecai: 

“Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go 
to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” Mordecai then went away and 
did everything as Esther had ordered him.  

It is interesting that Esther mentions three days, at the end of which she will go to the king in order 
to save her people. 

Much later Jesus would die on the Cross on the third day to redeem both Jew and Gentile alike. 

Esther knows the difficulty in the task before her, knowing full well in this society she is not allowed 
to walk in on the king and if he so desires, she could be killed immediately. 

In Chapter 5, three days of fasting have passed. Esther has decided to align herself with her people. 
She doesn’t just try to make herself beautiful for her uninvited audience with the king, she appears 
before him in her royal robes, in her authority as the Queen of Persia.  



8 
 

The threat of death passes when Xerxes extends the golden sceptre to her, granting her protected 
access into his presence. What a huge change in her character. In a sense she has passed through 
possible death and has become the true political Queen of Persia and this leads towards saving her 
people. 

In Chapter 5:3  “the king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be 
given you, even to the half of my kingdom.”  

In answer to the king’s direct question, Esther invites the king to a festive meal and asks him to 
summon Haman as well. This pleases the king, and both he and Haman go to the banquet Esther 
has prepared. Esther now has Xerxes and Haman, the two most powerful men of the Persian 
empire, responding to her initiative.  

At the banquet while the king is drinking wine, he again asks Esther why she appeared uninvited in 
her royal robes in the throne room. Possibly because of nervousness before these two men, Esther 
doesn’t address the problem but asks that Haman and the king come to a second banquet on the 
next day. At that time Esther assures the king she will present her request.  

4. Unfortunate and fortunate events 

The reader is now confronted with the hatred built up in Haman. Following his wife’s advice, he has 
gallows built 75 feet high in preparation to have Mordecai executed. 

Meanwhile in Chapter 6 king Xerxes couldn’t sleep and has the book of chronicles read to him. 
Persian kings made it a point to record significant events in the chronicles. And he discovers that he 
didn’t honour Mordecai. He knows he must attend to this oversight. What a twist in this story! The 
king asks Haman how he should honour a man. 

Haman inadvertently tells the king how a man must be honoured by the king, thinking it will be 
himself, only to find that it is to be Mordecai, whom Haman has already taken action to execute 
along with all Jews in the empire. 

At Esther’s second banquet for the king and Haman, she reveals that not only is she a Jew, but the 
people Haman has set for death are all her people, the Jews. So Haman’s plot is revealed and 
unfortunately for Haman the king pronounces his immediate death and Haman is hung on the 
gallows he had built for Mordecai. 

The king finally honoured Mordecai and gave Mordecai his ring, positioning him above all others in 
the empire below the king. 

There are some other ugly events that take place before the end of the book, but coming out of the 
end the Jews celebrate their relief from their enemies, as recorded in Chapter 9 of Esther: 

And Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces 
of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, obliging them to keep the fourteenth day of the month of 
Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same, year by year, as the days on which the Jews got 
relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into 
gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and 
gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and gifts to the poor.   

This became known as the Feast of Purim and has been celebrated by the Jews to this day. 

We could think that fortune has smiled upon Queen Esther and Mordecai, however throughout this 
book we have seen that events have combined towards a particular goal. God’s saving grace 
towards His chosen people the Jews.   

Surely Romans 8:28 is a New Testament summary of the theological message of Esther: “And we 
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose” 
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God’s Mysterious Working 

At times I have thought that through thoughtful planning and wise living we can successfully direct 
the course of our lives. And while life cooperates with some of our plans, COVID has demonstrated 
to each of us that there are circumstances beyond our control that redirect our lives, whether for 
good or for sorrow.  

Esther has demonstrated to us that life is full of seemingly insignificant events that in retrospect 
change the course of our lives.  

Every new day brings circumstances and decisions, and we cannot know how one event will lead to 
another. Only God knows the end of a matter before it has even begun.  

Think about these major points in the Book of Esther: 

• The king gets drunk and brags 

• Vashti is banished 

• Esther is taken by the kings’ servants 

• Esther takes advice from the head eunuch 

• Esther becomes Queen 

• Mordecai asks Esther to speak with the king 

• Esther holds two banquets and exposes Haman 

• Mordecai is promoted and put in a position to issue an edict to save the Jews 

Through each of these “chance” events the book of Esther is demonstrating the mysterious 
workings of God’s divine providence in people lives.  

Esther suffered the humiliation of being taken into the king’s court to be sexually used. Apparently, 
no one considered what plans she might have had for her life, plans perhaps to be a godly wife with 
a home and family. Her plans for her life were forever changed when the king’s men seized her from 
her home. 

Mordecai suffered the humiliation of being deprived of his rightful reward after putting himself at risk 
to save the king’s life when he reported the treacherous eunuchs. To add insult to injury, Haman 
was all the while gaining the power that would eventually be turned against Mordecai and his 
people. There is the sad irony that when the wicked do prosper, God’s people are often overlooked 
and unrewarded. 

However, we must realise that the Lord will bring a greater good, his perfect plan, out of all the 
frustration we feel and out of all the evil we experience. When all is said and done, God uses even 
injustice to fulfill his promises to us. As Joseph explained to his brothers, “You intended to harm me, 
but God intended it for good” (Gen. 50:20). 

God’s mysterious ways may be unseen to us these days and our expectations may waver in our 
human weakness; but God is always consistent as Psalm 100:5 reminds us: “For the LORD is good; 
his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”  

And we know of the ultimate event in history, in another seemingly ordinary human event: the birth 
of a baby in Bethlehem and the execution of that man on a cross. The ordinary and the miraculous 
intersect in Jesus Christ. Because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the believer’s 
destiny, our destiny has been reversed from death to life against all expectation.  

God has made a covenant with those in Christ that cannot be thwarted by even the worst life brings 
against us. As the apostle Paul writes in Romans 8:35–39:  

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we 
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
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future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

So be encouraged that God is always at work in our lives. Just as he has cared for the Jews 
throughout time, His chosen people, through Christ he has rescued all believers and brought us into 
His chosen as well. Be strong in your faith, be prayerful always and study His word to arm yourself 
for life’s struggles. 

 

PRAYER 

Father God, we thank you that even when things look uncertain, we know that nothing is uncertain 
for you. We know that your “steadfast love endures forever” and that “nothing can separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. Your loving control of our lives is a rock we can 
build our lives on. This coming week, as things arise which may be confusing and unsettling, we 
pray that you will prompt us to stop and give the situation to you and trust that you are at work in 
and through everything to accomplish your will and care for our needs. Amen 

 

SONG: Jesus, Strong and Kind 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5Y8s-Sz_ac 

 

BENEDICTION: Psalm 121:7,8 

The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; 

the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. Amen 

 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Putting yourself in the shoes of Mordecai or Esther, when would you have found it hardest to 
trust God?  

2. What is one area in your life right now where you need to trust God’s loving control? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5Y8s-Sz_ac

