
 

Sunday Morning Service – 12/09/2021 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 147:1-11 

1     Praise the LORD! 
     How good to sing praises to our God! How delightful and how fitting! 
2     The LORD is rebuilding Jerusalem and bringing the exiles back to Israel. 
3     He heals the brokenhearted and bandages their wounds. 
4     He counts the stars and calls them all by name. 
5     How great is our Lord! His power is absolute! 
    His understanding is beyond comprehension! 
6     The LORD supports the humble, but he brings the wicked down into the dust. 

7     Sing out your thanks to the LORD; sing praises to our God with a harp. 
8     He covers the heavens with clouds, provides rain for the earth, 
        and makes the grass grow in mountain pastures. 
9     He gives food to the wild animals and feeds the young ravens when they cry. 
10   He takes no pleasure in the strength of a horse or in human might. 
11   No, the LORD’s delight is in those who fear him, 
        those who put their hope in his unfailing love. 

 

SONG: Magnificent, Marvellous Matchless Love 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgEn6ftrT-4 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER (Becky Douglass) 

Magnificent, marvellous, matchless love; too vast and astounding to tell 
Forever existing in worlds above, now offered and given to all. 

Oh God, 

We stand in awe of Your greatness – Your great love and power which created this wonderful world 
for us, and then made a way back to You when we chose to go our own way. We don’t deserve 
Your gracious actions, but we could not live without them. We pray that this coming week, You 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgEn6ftrT-4


would open our eyes to see Your love and power in action around us – even in the midst of the 
difficulties we face at the moment. 

We acknowledge that the pandemic has made life very difficult. We are saddened by the death and 
destruction we see in those places where the pandemic has amplified the affects of poverty and 
oppression. We pray for Your merciful intervention so that vaccines and medical care would become 
available to many who are suffering. We pray for Your people in those places – may they have the 
resources they need to reach out to those around them in Your name. 

We pray for those affected here in our own country – for the sick and those caring for them, for 
those making decisions and those implementing those decisions, for those keeping the country 
going and serving us. We pray especially for those who have lost loved ones to the disease. We 
know that the way forward is not always clear and so we pray for wise and compassionate actions 
which will benefit all and improve the situation. Help us to work together for the good of all of us so 
that we can once again enjoy life to the full. 

In the meantime, this lockdown seems like it has been going on forever. We miss being able to do 
the ordinary everyday things needed to live and connect with family and friends. We miss coming 
together to worship You and encourage each other. God, we pray for Your comfort and peace and 
strength as we wait for things to change. Show us how we can reach out to others around us who 
need extra care. Enable us to use our time wisely. Remind us to keep our eyes on You so that we 
are reminded of Your love for us and that You are still in control. 

We thank You for the leaders of our church who continue to guide us through this time. We pray 
especially as they make decisions on when and how to re-open the ministries of the church. Show 
us how to do this in ways which are safe and welcoming and helpful to all who attend. We also pray 
for the members of the Nominating Committee as they complete the necessary paperwork in 
preparation for the search for a new minister. May they know Your guidance and wisdom. 

We pray for those who are dealing with physical issues at the moment. We pray for healing for 
Robyne’s intestinal inflammation, Kussan’s painful legs, Ron’s broken ribs, Stan’s internal bleeding, 
Karen’s blood clots and Jenny’s kidneys. We pray for those fighting cancer – Jenny Edwards, Liz 
Martin, Jeanette Harrington and Margaret Carey. We also ask for healing and encouragement for 
those dealing with on-going issues – Ian Chapman, Bill and Brenda, Harry and Betty, and Daryl. We 
also think of those dear to us who are dealing with various issues – You know them all and we pray 
for your healing and comfort. 

We thank you for our ministry partners locally and overseas. Encourage their hearts and guide them 
into new ways to share You with others even though life is so different at the moment. We pray for 
their safety and health and for Your protection over their families. May You provide for their needs 
and shower them with blessings. 

God, we bring all these things to You because we know that You love us, that You care for us and 
that You really can make a difference. We leave these things in your hands and trust You to be at 
work in everything. Teach us to walk in faith with You through the coming week. Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

 



NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
    the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
    Through him all things were made.  
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
    and was made man.  
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
    he suffered death and was buried.  
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the father.  
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
    and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
    the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
    With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
    He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

SONG: The Church’s One Foundation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHCqXL3mCwU 

 

BIBLE READING  

1 Corinthians 11:23-32 

23 For I pass on to you what I received from the Lord himself. On the night when he was 
betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread 24 and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in 
pieces and said, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In 
the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
between God and his people—an agreement confirmed with my blood. Do this in 
remembrance of me as often as you drink it.” 26 For every time you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again. 

27 So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning 
against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 That is why you should examine yourself before 
eating the bread and drinking the cup. 29 For if you eat the bread or drink the cup without 
honouring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself. 
30 That is why many of you are weak and sick and some have even died. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHCqXL3mCwU


Revelations 19:4-9 

4 Then the twenty-four elders and the four living beings fell down and worshiped God, who 
was sitting on the throne. They cried out, “Amen! Praise the LORD!” 

5 And from the throne came a voice that said, “Praise our God, all his servants, all who fear 
him, from the least to the greatest.” 

6 Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean 
waves or the crash of loud thunder: 

“Praise the LORD! 
    For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. 
7 Let us be glad and rejoice,and let us give honour to him. 
For the time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb, 
    and his bride has prepared herself. 
8 She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear.” 
    For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people. 

9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast 
of the Lamb.” And he added, “These are true words that come from God.” 

 

REFLECTION: Do this until He comes (Becky Douglass) 

Video: https://youtu.be/Kz1NLeEIJRk 

This morning we will once again celebrate Communion together even though we are physically 

separated. Last month, we took some time to look at the symbolism of the bread and the cup and 

their link to the Passover. It helped us to think about what happened on the cross and how we 

remember this each time we celebrate Communion. 

This week, I’d like to look at what Paul had to say about communion. He was concerned at how the 

Corinthians were – and weren’t – reflecting the message of communion in the way they treated 

each other in the church. And then I want to skip forward to the end of the story, and think about 

what John has to say in Revelation about when we will eat and drink with Christ in heaven. If last 

week was a look back at the origin of communion, this week we will look at its significance for us 

today and look forward to the ultimate consummation of our hope. 

First, we will look at Paul’s comments about communion in 1 Corinthians. If you look at the context 

of Paul’s comments, you will see that Paul is concerned about how the Corinthians are acting 

towards each other. In that context, Communion was celebrated as part of a meal together. During 

the meal they would pause and use the bread and wine which they were eating to remember the 

Lord’s death and resurrection. However, there was a problem. As they were eating and drinking, 

some were going hungry and others were getting drunk. The food wasn’t being shared equally, and 

people were not using the meal to fellowship together but to selfishly meet their own needs. This 

resulted in the poor and the less assertive people missing out. Divisions arose between people and 

the love which should have characterised their gather was absent. The situation was so bad, that 

God had stepped in and brought judgement on some.  

Why was this so serious? Because “anyone who eats this bread and drinks this cup of the Lord is 

guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord” and “if you eat the bread or drink the cup 

https://youtu.be/Kz1NLeEIJRk


without honouring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgement upon yourself.” 

(1 Cor 11:27,29) By sinning against each other, they were actually sinning against Christ. One the 

one hand they said they were celebrating the loving sacrifice of Christ, and on the other hand, failing 

to demonstrate a similar attitude towards each other. This brought Christ into disrepute and showed 

their hypocritical heart attitude. As John says in his epistle “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates 

a fellow believer, that person is a liar …”. (1 John 4:20)  

God does not take this lightly and neither should we. As we come to this table, we must ask 

ourselves – Does our life reflect the love and grace of God which we proclaim in Communion? We 

must all admit that we, who claim to be God’s children, do not always love each other as we should. 

We are not always a good reflection of God’s love in this world. I am so glad that John who shone 

the light so clearly on this deficiency in our lives also shines the light clearly on the solution when he 

says, “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we 

confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all 

wickedness.” (1 John 1:8,9) Honest reflection must always show us that we fall short as God’s 

children, but honest confession will always bring complete forgiveness! If we come to this table in 

humility and openness to God’s work in our lives, we will always find God’s arms open wide to 

welcome us. He makes us worthy to celebrate His death and resurrection.  

He makes us worthy to participate in this foretaste of the feast to come, and He will be faithful to 

bring us to its fulfillment one day at the great banquet in heaven – the wedding feast of the Lamb. 

You’ll remember that when we looked at Mark’s account of the Last Supper, after blessing the cup, 

Jesus tells his disciples that, “I tell you the truth, I will not drink wine again until the day I drink it new 

in the Kingdom of God.” (Mark 14:25) He is hinting that there is something even greater to come. 

Most theologians agree that this points to what John describes in the passage from Revelation 

which we read earlier. 

Just before this passage, we read of God’s final defeat of Satan and his corruption of this world. 

Then we see the saints from all the ages gathered around the throne of God, crying out: 

“Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. 

Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honour to him. 

For the time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb,  

    and his bride has prepared herself. 

She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear.” 

    For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people.  

(Revelation 19:6-8) 

Here and elsewhere in the New Testament, the church is pictured as the Bride of Christ. In 

passages like Ephesians 5, we read that Christ gave himself for the church to redeem her and 

present her to himself as a bride who is spotless and pure. When we become Christians and accept 

God’s salvation in Christ, we become a part of His church, His bride. We enter into a most intimate 

relationship with Him. The marriage is complete, there is nothing else which needs to happen to 

bind us to Him. 

But what is a wedding without a feast? A celebration? This is a picture of a Jewish wedding 

celebration, and it is full on! We expect the feast to come immediately after the wedding. Why is the 

feast in Revelation pictured as not happening until the end of this age, until after God has defeated 

Satan and sin and death? I think we have a good picture of this in our current COVID restrictions 



around weddings. At the moment, couples can get married, but they can only have a few people 

present and they really can’t have the elaborate receptions they would love to have. Why? Because 

we are in a battle with COVID, and until that battle is won, the celebration has to be deferred. They 

are married, but they can’t celebrate that until the threat is overcome. This doesn’t make them any 

less married! But it does mean that things are more subdued than they would be otherwise 

I think this is a good picture of what is true about our relationship with God. We have entered into an 

intimate relationship with God. We – individually and corporately – are the Bride of Christ. Nothing 

could make us closer to God than we are at present. However, we are not at peace, we are at war 

with sin and death. Although victory is assured, the battle is real. However, one day, we will see the 

end of sin and death. One day, God’s peace will rule over all. THEN, it will be time to celebrate. Our 

celebration of Communion today gives us but a foretaste of the rich banquet we will one day enjoy. 

That thought fills me with hope when I am discouraged by the world around me or by my own 

weakness and failings. 

There is one more thing which we should note from the description in Revelation. It talks of the 

Bride being brought to Christ, prepared to be His Bride for all eternity. It says, “She has been given 

the finest of pure white linen to wear. For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy 

people.” (Revelation 19:8) White linen was what the priests wore as they came before God in the 

temple. It represents purity and sinlessness. Where does this come from? It is not something the 

Bride has earned, but something she has been given – given by the Groom, Christ himself. The 

robe not only represents purity from negative things, from sinfulness, but positively, “good deeds”. 

Because of God’s work in out life, we are enabled to not only turn away from sin, but turn to things 

which positively reflect God. Not because we are good in ourselves, but because “We are God’s 

masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for 

us long ago.” (Ephesians 2:10) This is a tremendous encouragement to me as it gives me hope 

that, although I still often do the wrong things, God will enable me to do good things as well. And his 

blood will wash away those negative things so that all that remains is the good deeds he has 

enabled me to do. 

 

COMMUNION 

Confession 

As we have seen today, we must come to this table today acknowledging that we often turn our 

back on Jesus and are not good representations of Him. The things we say, and do, and think do 

not always reflect His goodness and love. Let us take a moment to confess our sin and seek His 

forgiveness.   

Pause to allow God to bring to mind those things which we need to confess. 

O God,  

You have promised that if we confess our sin, you are “faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Your love and grace are beyond all we can 

imagine. We are truly blessed to be your people.  

Amen 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving (say together) 

Loving God,  

for your goodness to all your creation, we give you thanks. 

Thank you for your constant love. 

Even when we turned away from You, 

You did not give up on us but planned a way to save us 

Thank you for sending your Son  

who died for our sins so we could be forgiven 

and rose again to give us new life. 

Thank you for sending the Holy Spirit, 

to teach us about you, enable us to do your will, 

and make us one family in Christ. 

For these gifts of your love, we thank you, 

Joining with all the angels and saints of every age  

in this joyful hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Consecration 

We now come to the table of the Lord in response to His invitation: “Do this in remembrance of me 

… For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death until 

he comes again. (1 Corinthians 11:24,26).  

Normally we are all together in person. As we remember Christ’s death and resurrection in the 

company of our brothers and sisters in Christ, it is easy to know that God is with us and has 

consecrated this time and the bread and wine of which we partake. However, distance is no barrier 

to God. As you read this service, or view the video, God is with you – whenever you are going 

through this service, wherever you are and whoever is with you. And God’s Spirit binds us together 

as His people even if we can’t see each other.  

I encourage you to pick up your bread and cup and pray with me the following prayer. 

Father God,  

Send your Holy Spirit upon us as we are isolated in our homes. Consecrate this bread and cup. 

Take this ordinary food and drink and through them minister your grace to our hearts, so that we 

who eat and drink at this holy table may share the life of Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Song: Amazing Love by Graham Kendrick 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kP28sP66Uws 

This song reminds us again of the forgiveness and life which we receive in Christ. If you wish, sing 

along. If not, just read the words and allow them to guide your prayer and praise to God. Partake of 

the bread and cup when you are ready. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kP28sP66Uws


Take, eat! This is His body, broken for us. 

Take, drink! This is His blood, shed for us. 

My Lord, what love is this that pays so dearly? 

That I, the guilty one may go free! 

Amazing love, O what sacrifice, the Son of God given for me 

My debt he pays, and my death he dies that I might live, that I might live 

And so, they watched him die, despised, rejected. 

But oh, the blood he shed flowed for me! 

Amazing love, O what sacrifice, the Son of God given for me 

My debt he pays, and my death he dies that I might live, that I might live 

And now, this love of Christ shall flow like rivers 

Come wash your guilt away - live again! 

Amazing love, O what sacrifice, the Son of God given for me 

My debt he pays, and my death he dies that I might live, that I might live 

Amazing love, O what sacrifice, the Son of God given for me 

My debt he pays, and my death he dies that I might live, that I might live 

 

PRAYER 

Pray your own prayer of thanks to God for His great salvation. 

 

SONG: Before the Throne 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXHXFhJA4SY 

 

BENEDICTION: Revelation 1:5b,6 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a 

kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 

ever! Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXHXFhJA4SY

