
 

PEOPLE OF GOD: ENOCH  
Genesis 5:21-24; Hebrews 11:5,6; Jude 14,15 (Becky Douglass) 

This morning we are continuing in our series on people who walked with God in the Old Testament. This is 

a picture of our relationship with God which we find across the Old and New Testaments. It is a picture of a 

relationship which brings pleasure to both God and humans as they walk step by step together through the 

upsand downs of life. God never intended us to face life without Him. But we turned awy from Him and 

thought we could do better on our own. Because He loves us so much, however, God made a way for us to 

come back to Him and He pursues a relationship with us. When we looked at Jacob, we saw God’s 

patience and persistence as He worked with Jacob over many years. As we looked at Ruth and Esther, we 

saw God working in some surprising circumstances, enabling these two women to walk with Him, and in 

the process save and build His people. 

Today, we are going look at someone you may not have heard of or know much about. His name is Enoch 

and we only have eight verses in the whole Bible written about him. His story is told in just four verses in 

Genesis 5. But what is interesting to me is that he is mentioned twice in the New Testament – in Hebrews 

11 where the writer highlights some of the key people of faith for our instruction, and in Jude where he is 

given as an example of how we should respond to those who mock God. So – who was Enoch and what 

can we possibly learn from him? How can he have any relevance for us today?  

Let’s first take a look at how he fits into the Bible timeline. Enoch 

lived in the first period of Biblical history which is the time between 

the creation of the world and when God called Abraham to follow 

Him – the first 11 chapters of Genesis. After Adam and Eve sinned 

and were expelled from the Garden of Eden, they had two sons, Cain 

and Abel. Sin wrecked it havoc in their relationship and our of 

jealousy, Cain killed Abel – the first murder and the first death of a 

human being on the earth. Sin was already destroying the perfect 

world which God had created. Cain was banished and he moved 

away from his family and his descendants developed into a separate 

nation. After this tragedy, Eve had another son, Seth, who became Adam’s heir and the head of the line of 

God’s chosen ones. Enoch was in that line, born several generations later. His great-grandson was Noah.  

If you know anything about Enoch at all, you will know him as the man who never died because he walked 

so closely with God that God took him to heaven. I find this fascinating because Enoch lived before God’s 

covenant with Abraham, before the law was given to Moses, and before the cross of Christ. So what did it 

mean for him to walk with God?  What did he know about God and how did he please God so much? Let’s 

look at the three places where he is written about to see what we can learn. 



In Genesis, we read that: “Enoch lived 365 years, walking in close 

fellowship with God.” (Genesis 5: 23,24) First of all, what would 

Enoch have known about God? It is interesting to look at the 

chronology we find in Genesis 5. If you believe that the generations 

are complete as listed and the lifespans are accurate (which I have 

no reason to doubt) then we can see how the people overlapped. As 

you can see, Adam would have still been alive during most of 

Enoch’s lifetime. Enoch would have had a first-hand account of 

Adam’s relationship with God. From him, Enoch would have learned 

about God’s creation of the world, all that Adam and Eve learned 

from God while living in the Garden. He would have heard of their sin, God’s response to their sin by 

removing them from the garden and the resultant complication of life due to the presence of sin. But he 

would also have heard of God’s continuing care for them and the promise that one day, a descendant of 

Eve would bruise the head of the serpent, overcoming evil. From the story of Cain and Abel, Enoch would 

have seen the increasing devastation of sin. Cain and his descendants were probably known to Enoch and 

through them he would have seen a way of life that had turned its back on God. All this knowledge would 

give Enoch a choice. Would he choose to follow God or would he go the way of Cain? This passage says 

that he chose to walk with God, and to walk more closely with Him than any other person alive at that time.  

The Hebrews passage builds on this picture when it says that Enoch “was known as a person who pleased 

God.” (Hebrews 11:5) And how did he please God? Hebrews says that he had faith in God and that faith 

included believing that God exists and that those who seek God would be rewarded – would be welcomed 

into a relationship with Him. I think we have a picture here of a person who believed in what he had heard 

about God from Adam and others and sought to find out more about God. It is true that his knowledge of 

God was limited compared to the wealth of knowledge we have of God. But he knew enough to begin a 

relationship with Him. And this relationship grew as he trusted God and walked with him through the 

ordinary everyday life he lived.  

A few verses later in Hebrews, we read the following: 

All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was 
promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners 
and nomads here on earth … But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is 
why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. (Hebrews 
11:13,16) 

Enoch knew about God, about sin and about the promise of the redeemer just as we do. We look back to 
Jesus’ death and resurrection and know that through faith in Christ we can be cleansed from our sins and 
be indwelt by the life of Christ. Enoch looked forward to what God would one day do and even though he 
didn’t see all the details, he trusted that God would provide a salvation for him.  

But we must not think that Enoch had an easy time walking with God. We know that this was a time when 
more and more people turned their back on God. When God banished Cain for murdering Abel, Cain 
started a new community of people who did not follow God. It seems that this community became larger 
and larger until it was the dominant community by the time of Enoch. Even among Adam’s descendants 
through Set, many turned away from God. By the time of Noah, Enoch’s great-grandson, he was the only 
one who was still true to God. For Enoch and his family, it would have been hard to walk with God in the 
face of growing opposition. But as Enoch walked with God, god walked with him! He didn’t have to face 
these difficult times alone. 

God strengthened Enoch to walk with Him and to call those around him to turn back to God and to warn 
them of God’s judgement if they didn’t. In the quote from Enoch which we find in Jude, we see Enoch 
warning that God would come to judge the Godless people around him. When his son was born, he called 
him Methuselah which means “when he dies, judgement comes”. God must have guided him to give his 
son this name, for if we look again at the genealogy of Genesis 5, we discover that this prophesy did come 
true. Methuselah died in the year that the flood came to cleanse the world of the wickedness of the people 
who had turned their back on God. Methuselah is the longest person who has ever lived and this points 
once again to the fact that God is “slow to anger and rich in longsuffering love”.  



This final thing we learn about Enoch, is that “one day he disappeared, because God took him.” (Genesis 
5:24) It seems that, in a process that is not explained to us, Enoch was walking so close to God, that one 
day God took him, and he walked out of this world and into the next without experiencing death. There are 
only two other people in the Bible who had a similar experience. One was Elijah who was taken up to 
heaven in a whirlwind and the other was Jesus Christ himself. I don’t know why God did this, or how He did 
it. But that is OK! God’s ways are bigger than what we can comprehend. Maybe one day we can ask Enoch 
himself when we meet him in God’s presence!  

Enoch walked with God. Enoch pleased God. Was Enoch just a one-off phenomenon, never to be 
repeated? In some ways, yes. He lived in a very different situation - before God chose Israel and before 
God provided redemption through Christ. And outside of Elijah and Jesus, no one else has ever gone 
straight to heaven without dying. The Bible does not ever say that this is something which we should 
expect. Enoch was a unique person in a unique period of time. However, God has always desired that we 
walk with Him. He used to walk with Adam and Eve in the garden. His heart was broken as they turned 
away from Him and went their own way. But He has never stopped loving us and pursuing us. Over 2,000 
years after Enoch, the prophet Micah also lived in the midst of a community who had rejected God. As he 
calls the people of Israel to cease their rebellion and come back to Himself, he says: 

The LORD has told you what is good, and this is what he requires of you: 

to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8) 

They are called back to a relationship with God which will lead to righteous and compassionate living. To 
walk humbly with God is to admit your sinfulness and to look to Him for forgiveness. It is to walk in step with 
Him and allow Him to guide you. It is to reflect His righteousness and compassion in all you do. This is what 
pleases God. 

The idea of walking with God continues into the New Testament – but with one big change. Whereas the 
Old Testament saints looked forward to God’s coming salvation, we look back on it. They had glimpses of 
what God was going to do in the sacrifices and commandments and the prophecies. They ahd to trust that 
even thought hey couldn’t see what God would do, that He would indeed do it and that they would benefit 
form it. The hope that they ahd has been realised in Jesus Christ. How blessed are we today to be able to 
see more of God’s greatness and mercy as we look at Jesus Christ! 

This idea carries over into the New Testament as well. The advantage that we have is that we now know 
God’s salvation. Whereas the Old Testament saints looked forward to God’s coming salvation, we look 
back on it. They had glimpses of what God was going to do in the sacrifices and the commandments and 
the prophecies. They had to trust that even though they couldn’t see what God would do, that He would 
indeed do it and that they would benefit from it. Now we are blessed to see God’s salvation and to know its 
fulness. The hope that they had has been realised in Jesus Christ. How blessed are we today to be able to 
see so much more of God’s greatness and mercy as we look at Jesus Christ! 

When we looked at Colossians earlier in the year, we read Paul’s pray for them which says: 

“We have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 

him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened 

with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks 

to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.  

(Colossians 1:9-12) 

Like Enoch, we are called to walk with God and please Him. We may feel that we do a very poor job of this. 
We’re just ordinary people and no great men or women of God. And yet, there are two things in Paul’s pray 
that I think should encourage us. Firstly, Paul clearly thinks that this is not a goal just for the “super 
spiritual”. It is his prayer for all the Corinthians, and through them, for all of us. He prays for it because he 
thinks it is possible. Secondly Paul points us to what will make it possible for us to please God. We will be 
“strengthened with all power according to His glorious might”. God never expects us to do it on our own. He 
dwells within us to make it possible for us to walk with Him. We have the indwelling Holy Spirit in a way that 
the Old Testament saints did not have. We may look at Enoch and think we could never do what he did, but 
God can enable us to do this. And one day, we will be with Enoch and all the saints in heaven with God, for 



God has “qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light”. We might not escape physical 
death like Enoch did, but we will end up in the same place that he does!  

And as we walk with God, he is walking with us. He promises that He will never walk away from us. The 
world we live in is increasingly antagonistic to God and His people. It is no surprise that we find it harder to 
walk with God in thei environment. And times we may get knocked around a bit. We might not find too 
much opposition here, but many of God’s people around the world have a very hard time. In that way, we 
are not that different to Enoch. But like Enoch, we will find that God is with us every step of the way. The 
closer we walk with Him, the more we will know communion with Him and be strengthened to be His people 
in this world. 


