
 

ELIJAH THE PROPHET 
Deuteronomy 13:1-6; 1 Kings Chapter 19:1–17; Matthew 11:7-14 (Bob Nance) 

Elijah enters the scene nearly 100 years after the death of King David. David was a king who 

walked with God and was near to His heart, so God blessed his reign and gave him success in 

subduing the surrounding nations. Solomon succeeded David and started well in his walk with God 

but was led astray by his many pagan wives and when he died, his son Rehoboam became king.  

Unfortunately, Rehoboam took some foolish advice from his peers which caused the ten northern 

tribes to revolt and split from the tribes of Benjamin and Judah in the south of the country, and the 

northern tribes installed Jeroboam as their king. From this point on, the kings of both the northern 

and southern tribes, led the people in corrupt and idolatrous paths, so God sent prophets to bring 

clear messages to the people to warn them of future judgement and call them back to Himself. 

God had chosen the people of Israel to spread the message that Jehovah was the one and only 

true God, and He was the only God to be worshipped. He was the One who had created all things 

and all things were held together by Him. They were not only to proclaim this message to all 

nations, they were also to live their lives, demonstrating their reverence and devotion to their 

awesome God, so that all men would be drawn to worship Him. 

Unfortunately, the Children of Israel failed in this task, so God has put them aside at the moment, 

and through Christ, has created His ‘Church” which has been given the task of proclaiming His 

sovereignty over all the earth, and the need for people to be redeemed to Himself and become part 

of the kingdom of God. This situation will continue until the end of “the time of the Gentiles”, when 

God will redeem and restore the Israelites to their rightful place, and they will become God’s 

ambassadors throughout the world, fulfilling the role they were originally called to perform. 

Now Elijah comes onto the scene at a time when pagan worship was all the rage in Israel, the 

northern kingdom. He lived in a place called Tishbie, which was located on the eastern side of the 

Jordon River and about halfway between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee. At this time, Israel 

was being ruled by king Ahab and his Sidonian wife Jezebel. They had installed sites all over Israel 

where the people could worship the Sidonian god “Baal”, even building a temple to him in Samaria, 

where they encouraged the people to worship this pagan god. They had also erected “Asherah” 

poles which were supposed to improve the fertility of women. 



Now Elijah was called by God, to stand up for Him against king Ahab and to lead the people back to 

Himself. The first time we see Ahab and Elijah together, Elijah, as God’s representative,  is telling 

Ahab, that there would be a drought for a few years, and it would last as long as God wanted it to. 

Apparently, this was the type of message Elijah had previously delivered to Ahab. They were 

confronting messages, and Ahab often rejected his messages just because Elijah had brought them 

to him. Consequently, the relationship between Elijah and Ahab was not very good.  

With this information, it was an opportunity for Ahab to repent of his failings and to admit where he 

had moved away from God, and of recognising that God’s message through Elijah, was designed to 

bring the people back to God. But Ahab just saw him as a trouble-maker intent on making life 

difficult for him. 

Because Elijah had decreed that there would be a drought for the next few years and would 

continue until he said it would stop, which actually happened, Ahab hated Elijah and tried to find him 

and kill him, but God hid him away. For Elijah to be successfully hidden, he had to listen to God’s 

direction and then be obedient to these directions. 

Firstly, God hid him near a creek or brook, east of the Jordan River, where Ravens provided him 

with bread and meat morning and evening. This reminds me of God’s provision for the Israelites in 

the desert after the exodus from Egypt. It just shows, that when we are obedient to God’s direction 

and walking in His paths, He will provide all that we need. 

Later, when the brook dried up, God told him to go to a Sidonian widow in Zarephath, which is near 

the Mediterranean Sea, where her faith in Elijah’s God, enabled God to provide her and her son and 

as well as Elijah, with flour and oil till the end of the drought. 

When the time was right, Elijah returned to Israel to confront Ahab and his pagan ways, and show 

the people that the LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, was the only true God, and the gods 

they were worshiping, were worthless idols. 

To do this he had to come out of concealment and challenge Ahab to call the people from all over 

Israel, to come to Mt. Carmel where there would be a competition between the Lord God Almighty 

and the prophets of Baal to show who was the God they should be serving. 

This challenge entailed Ahab gathering the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 priests of the Asherah 

to the top of Mt. Carmel together with 2 bulls to be used as sacrifices. The prophets of Baal and the 

priests of the Asherah would sacrifice one of the bulls to their god and Elijah would sacrifice the 

other bull to his God.  

When the people had assembled, Elijah said to them “How long will you waver between 2 opinions? 

If the LORD is God, follow Him, but if Baal is God, follow him” (1 Kings 18:21) The response from 

the people was silence. 

How often, when we get caught out doing something wrong, do we just clam up and say nothing as 

was the case with the people of Israel this day. Another example of this was when God came into 

the garden of Eden looking for Adam and Eve, but they were hiding because they had done wrong 

and disobeyed God. In Elijah’s case, the people knew who they should be worshiping, so they 

remained silent. 



Elijah followed this up by issuing a new challenge to the people, that the God to be worshipped was 

the one who consumed the sacrifice by fire without anyone lighting the fuel on the altar. In response 

to this the people said “What you say is good” (1 Kings 18 : 24b) 

Elijah allowed the prophets of Baal to go first and they called on their god all day, but there was no 

response from him. So, at the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah repaired the altar of God, and 

prepared his sacrifice and placed it on the altar. He then had it doused in water 4 times to show that 

there was no trickery involved with his sacrifice.  

He then prayed “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that You are 

God in Israel and that I am Your servant and have done all of these things at Your command. 

Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that You O LORD, are God, and that 

You are turning their hearts back again” (1 Kings 18:36-37) 

In response to his prayer, “The fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice,”  

(1 Kings 18:38) and the people acknowledged that “the LORD – He is God” - the one they should be 

worshiping. Following this, Elijah had the prophets of Baal rounded up, taken down into the valley 

and killed. 

In this day and age of tolerance, we think that this was taking things to the extreme, but as we read 

in Deuteronomy 18:20 “But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not 

commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death”. 

This was the case here. God did not want anything or anyone to distract the people from worshiping 

Him. They were His treasured possession and they needed to be true to Him. 

As far as things that distract and lead us away from our Saviour and Lord, we need to call on the 

power of the Holy Spirit to eliminate them from our lives and ensure that we give the One who 

saved us and gave us new life, His rightful place in our lives.  

Elijah, at God’s command, had stood up against 450 prophets of Baal and had them killed. Now 

queen Jezebel, Ahab’s wife was furious with Elijah, and threatened to kill him within 24 hours. So, 

Elijah took flight and ran – from Jezreel in the north to the desert in the south. One thing he did not 

do, was to seek what God wanted him to do. Up to this point, everything Elijah did was at God’s 

command, but this time he failed to consult what God would have him do. His problem was that he 

had taken his eyes off the one true God, the One who had stopped up the heavens and caused a 3-

year drought, the One who had consumed his sacrifice in a miraculous manner, and looked at his 

own resources to protect himself, which were entirely inadequate. As far as he was concerned, he 

was the only one who was being true to God, there was no one else he could turn to, to help him. 

So, he did the only thing he thought he could do to save himself, he ran. 

Before we point the finger and condemn Elijah, isn’t this the same sort of thing we do sometimes? 

We may have had a wonderful victory for our Saviour and Lord, then something goes wrong. We 

are tempted to look to our own resources instead of relying on the power and direction of the Holy 

Spirit to bring us victory once again. 

But our God is a gracious and merciful God. In the case of Elijah, after he had stopped running, God 

sent the angel of the LORD to him twice with food and water and told him to eat and drink, as at 

God’s leading, he would have a 40 day walk to Mt. Horeb in front of him, where he would once 



again be where God could work with and direct him once again. When he reached Mt. Horeb, he 

went into a cave and fell asleep.  

Later, God spoke to him and asked him what he was doing there. Elijah explained that he had been 

very zealous for the LORD and done what He wanted, but everyone else in Israel had forsaken 

Him. God then told him to go out and stand at the entrance to the cave as He was going to pass by. 

As Elijah stood at the entrance to the cave 4 things happened: 

“Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the 

LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the 

LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in 

the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak 

over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave”. (1 Kings 19:11b-13) 

Elijah knew that the sound of the gentle whisper was God’s voice. He realised that God doesn’t 

reveal himself only in powerful, miraculous ways. To look for God only in something big may be to 

miss Him, because He is often found gently whispering in the quietness of a humbled heart.   

God spoke to Elijah once again and asked him what he was doing there. Once again, Elijah 

explained why he was there. 

“I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected Your 

covenant, broken down Your altars, and put Your prophets to death with the sword. I am the 

only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” (1 Kings 19:14) 

God now gives Elijah his next commission and almost as an aside says “Yet I reserve seven 

thousand in Israel – all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not 

kissed him” (1 Kings 19:18) God was telling Elijah, that apart from him, there were still 7 thousand 

people in Israel who had been true to Him. 

When you are tempted to think you are the only one remaining faithful to a task, don’t stop to feel 

sorry for yourself. Self-pity will dilute the good you are doing. Be assured, that even if you don’t 

know who they are, others are faithfully obeying God and fulfilling their duties. God had not written 

Elijah off because he had failed Him. He still had work for him to do and now told him what his next 

tasks were. Finally, when his work was done, God received him into heaven in a blazing chariot and 

whirlwind, never to die an earthly death. (2 Kings 2 : 11) 

Elijah is referred to in the New Testament on a number of occasions, once where Jesus  stated that 

John the Baptist was the Elijah who had to come before the promised Saviour (Matthew 11:14) and 

then at Christ’s transfiguration (Matthew 17 : 3-13). 

We can see from the life of Elijah, that he was so in tune with God, that he knew exactly what God 

wanted him to do. For us to be able to be of use to God, we need to fix our hearts and minds on 

spending time with God, to be intimately acquainted with Him, by reading our Bibles regularly and 

meditating on His Word, spending time in prayer and seeking guidance from other Christians. 

While we keep our eyes fixed on Him, we can’t go wrong. It’s only when we look to our own ideas 

and resources that failure is not far away. But God is gracious and merciful and will forgive us our 

failures and guide us into new avenues of service for Him, just like Elijah. 


