
 

SHARE: We bring the transforming power of Christ to our community 
(Matthew 16:13-16; 28:18-20; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7) Becky Douglass 

These past two years have been difficult for everyone. It has been a particularly intense for me this 

past month or so as multiple issues have combined to make it so. As a church, we’ve come out of 

an extended lockdown and had to navigate changing restrictions and requirements as we begin 

face-to-face meetings again. I’ve been finishing up my studies of Biblical Greek and not finding it 

easy to do all the memory work needed! My dad has continued to deteriorate from the effects of 

Parkinson’s disease and his care has become too much for my step-mother so we have needed to 

move him into permanent care. This extra stress has caused several flare-ups of on-going health 

issues. 

However, in spite of all of this, I have seen God’s faithfulness. From Him have come strength and 

wisdom to meet the circumstances. His provision has always been just what was needed, when it 

was needed. Many times, He has worked through you. I am so thankful to all who have prayed and 

encouraged and helped out. There is no doubt that I am tired and ready for some time off – I’m not 

superwoman – but I am OK because God’s loving grace has been enough.   

As I have been going through this, I have been very aware that I am not alone in facing difficult 

times. Some of you have had hard days in recent weeks and months and I pray that you have also 

experienced God’s gracious support and that this church has been a part of how God has sustained 

you. But so many people in the community around us, who have no relationship with God and no 

contact with a group of His people are suffering. In fact, through our work at Panania North School, I 

have worked with some children who seem to live in a permanent state of crisis. Life is always hard 

and they don’t have God in their lives and they are not a part of a loving church community. They 

must face life all alone without the support we know.  

God has given us so much in Him and in His church. The love which God has so freely given us 

compels us to SHARE what we have with those around us. We cannot, we must not keep it to 

ourselves. This is the logical conclusion to all we have been looking at over these past few weeks. 

We started out seeing that this is God’s church and as its leader, He will build His church. Our job is 

to ask how we can join with Him in what He is doing. In this local expression of His church, we look 

at this through the three words of BELIEVE, LIVE, SHARE. We base our lives on God’s truth found 

in His Word. This leads us to walk with Christ as He changes us to be like Him. And in obedience to 

Christ and out of love for those around us, we bring the transforming power of Christ to our 

community.  

 



The Call 

But how do we do this? What does the Bible teach us about sharing our new life in Christ? Today 

we’ve read some very familiar passages for the Bible. I am sure you have heard them preached on 

many times before. Because of this, I am not going spend a lot of time explaining them, but I do 

want to bring out a few things which I think should guide us as we share Christ with those who do 

not know Him personally. We want to start here, because all we do needs to be based on what God 

has said in His Word. 

Jesus, in Matthew 6 uses two word-pictures to illustrate how His followers should impact those 

around them. First, he says, “You are the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 6:13) Salt makes food better. It 

has been used for thousands of years to preserve food. It was so important before modern 

refrigeration that salt was sometimes used as money – in many ways more valuable to them than 

silver or gold. Salt also brings out the flavour of the food. Many things taste bland without it. As 

God’s people, we are to be like salt in our world, helping to hold back the corruption of sin and bring 

out the best in society. We do this as we act righteously ourselves and as we support structures 

within our society which keep law and order and display compassion and kindness to those who are 

hurting.  

Jesus also says that “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 6:14). We are to become vessels to 
carry God’s light everywhere we go, pointing others to Him and His salvation. Today, with electric 
light always available to us, we don’t realise the power of this picture. Several years ago, I was 
doing some teaching in a small village in the Solomon Islands where the only electricity came from 
personal generators. All these were turned off as people went to bed and then you felt the darkness 
close in around you. The only light was from candles and flashlights – which seemed feeble light in 
the daytime, but were so welcome at night. Then I understood the power of even a small light to 
push back the darkness. And how do we do this? Jesus exhorted them to “let your good deeds 
shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.” (Matthew 6:16) How we 
act should not only mark us as God’s people, but also be such a positive example that people want 
to find out more about the God we represent.  

As I thought about these two pictures, a question came to mind. If our church were to close down 

tomorrow, would anyone in the community notice our absence? Does our presence make a positive 

impact on our community which would be missed if we were gone - like food without salt, or 

darkness without light? I don’t know the answer, but it is something to think about. 

These two things talk about the positive influence we should be in our community just because of 

who we are and how we act. But God doesn’t just want us to be a good influence. He wants us to 

go a step further and help people to join with us as we walk with Him. As He left the disciples, He 

told them to “Go and make disciples”. (Matthew 28:19) As people begin to see God’s goodness and 

love in us and begin to recognise their own need for salvation, God has given us the task of bringing 

them to Him and coming along side them as they begin to walk with Him and grow to be like Him. 

We don’t have to have all the answers – none of us do! But we can share what we have learned 

and together we can help each other be His disciples. And as we do this, God’s light spreads and 

the darkness is pushed back further. We become a part of God’s spreading goodness in this broken 

world.  

Our final reading this morning is a cautionary word to all of us in everything we do for none of it 

matters if it isn’t done with love.  

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be 
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s 
secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move 
mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. If I gave everything I have to the poor 



and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have 
gained nothing. 

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand 
its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice 
about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never loses 
faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 

Every time I read this it challenges me! It reminds me that I can have a wonderful program, I can be 

a talented leader, I can speak boldly about God, but if love is not at the forefront of all I do, it will not 

accomplish God’s purposes. We must not approach people outside the church proudly thinking we 

are better than they are for any goodness in us is from God not ourselves. We must be patient with 

difficult and broken people and commit to serving them over the long haul because healing takes 

time. We must think before we speak and act to make sure that everything represents the grace of 

God which is available to the greatest of sinners. This is not easy! We can only do it as we are 

walking with Christ and allowing Him to transform us to be like Him. 

Therefore: 

Drawing on all these ideas, we have come up with two statements to explain how we bring Christ’s 

transforming power to our community. 

• We love and serve our community in Jesus’ name – this is being salt and light 

• We introduce people Christ and His salvation – this is making disciples 

Some people see one or the other of these as being more important, however, I think as we look at 

the Bible, we see both are important aspects of being God’s people in the world. One without the 

other doesn’t represent the whole story of God’s salvation. 

Examples 

So, what does this look like in our lives 

today? Firstly, we must remember that 

everywhere we go, and in everything we 

do, we are to be positive representatives of 

our gracious God. As Jesus said, people 

should be pointed to God as they observe 

our behaviour. As we move through our 

everyday lives, Christ should “leak out” and 

touch everyone with whom we come in 

contact. This takes “church” out of this 

building and into the world where it can do 

the most good! It doesn’t take a fancy 

program to impact our community, just a 

bunch of ordinary people indwelt by an 

extraordinary God going into all parts of our 

world – schools, offices, homes, doctor’s 

offices, clubs, shops – everywhere you go needs God! And you can be the one to bring Him there. 

The Bible also gives us some examples of how God wants us to reflect Him in the priorities we 

follow as we work together as His people. This past Tuesday night, the Grace Group was looking at 

Zechariah 7. Through Zechariah, God calls the people to honour Him, not with fasts and sacrifices, 

but with just and compassionate living. One of the things mentioned is the care of orphans and 

widows. In their society, these were some of the most vulnerable people – the ones who could not 

provide for themselves. The need to care for them is mentioned over and over in the Bible. In the 



book of Deuteronomy where Moses reviews the most important parts of the law, caring for orphans 

and widows is mentioned six times! And this caries over into the New Testament where we see the 

early church appointing deacons to make sure the widows receive the food they need and James 

reiterating the importance of this as he writes, “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the 

Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the 

world.” (James 1:27) The church is called to work together to love and serve the vulnerable and 

needy.  

The church is to be characterised by care for those least able to care for themselves. And as we 

give this care, and people notice what we do, we then have an opportunity to point them to Christ. 

Peter wrote: “If someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. But do 

this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, 

they will be ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ.” (1 

Peter 3:14) This was written to people under persecution and even in that difficult circumstance, 

they were called to be witnesses to Christ by the behaviour and their words. 

So – what is this church doing to bring the transforming power of Christ to our community? I thought 

it would be good to hear from some of our ministries this morning. All of these have been affected 

by COVID over the past two years, but we hope to re-start all of them in the new year. These are all 

ways you could be involved to SHARE Christ with our community. 

Reports from: 

• Friendship Group – Norma 

• Crossroads – Barry 

• English classes – Graeme 

• Panania North Reading – Pam 

 

In addition, we financially support many local ministries such as Scripture in schools and Christian 

workers at East Hills Girls and UWS Bankstown. Our money and support also goes outside our local 

community through our support of the Christmas Shoeboxes, Colin and Jill in Spain, the Newby’s in 

the Philippines and Caleb and Grace in Uganda. I am thrilled with all that is being SHARED locally 

and around the world through the work of this church. 

But of course, there are always more which could be done to shine God’s light in the darkness of 

this world. Needs change and evolve. We have seen this in the past two years as COVID has put 

new stresses on people in our community. The need is greater than ever. We can’t do everything, 

but we can do something, and God can take our something – however limited it is – and bless it and 

multiply it to have a real impact. 

To this end, I’d like to share with you an opportunity we have to work with another church in the 

area to bless the most vulnerable in our community. Padstow Community Care is a service agency 

led by Padstow Baptist Church. They have come to Friendship Group and MOPS to tell those ladies 

about the food and financial aid services which are available, which has been helpful to many. 

During this past year, they have continued their regular support of needy families, but have also 

supported those in isolation due to COVID infection and exposure, bringing food hampers and 

personal connection. This Christmas they will give out at least 300 food hampers to those they have 

been working with. They will also host a Christmas Day lunch for about 150 people from our 

community and will give them all a fun present and other supplies to make Christmas a special time. 

We would like to support them in this effort to share God’s love and the message of His coming in 

our community by donating food and toiletries for the hampers and funds to buy gifts and other 

supplies.  



I’d like to make a suggestion. Every year we as a church spend a lot of money buying cards for 

each other. It is a lovely gesture of friendship and support. However, this year, instead of sending 

cards to each other, let’s use that money to encourage and support others who need it more. I’d like 

to suggest that each family give one card to the church family. Inside it, write a note of thanks for 

our church – share one way the church has blessed you this year. We’ll collect these and put them 

up somewhere everyone can enjoy them and read what you have written. With the rest of the 

money you would have spent on cards – and maybe some extra! – either put the money in an 

envelope marked for the Christmas project or use it to purchase food and toiletries for the hampers. 

We’ll have boxes in the foyer next week to collect these things.  

By doing this together, we will all know that this is what we are doing, and all will understand this is 

the reason why we are not giving cards to each other. Although I love the spirit of caring behind the 

cards, I think this is a good way to SHARE God’s love and be salt and light with the most vulnerable 

at this time of the year. Agreed? 

Conclusion 

Over the past month, we have looked at our church and God’s plan for it. In doing this, we have 

explored the three words of our purpose – BELIEVE, LIVE, SHARE. All of these are needed to be a 

healthy, growing church. Another way to say it is that we desire to be a church built and inhabited 

by God, growing in the Faith, and shining God’s light in our world. I believe this is God’s goal 

for His church. 

I must admit that at times, all of this can seem overwhelming. We are just ordinary people and God 

has called us to an extraordinary task. But as I have studied God’s Word, I have been reminded of a 

few important things.  

Firstly, our weakness doesn’t matter because He is able to do what we cannot. He says to us: “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness”. (2 Corinthians 12:9) Far from 

hindering what God is doing, our weakness unleashes His power. Secondly, our age doesn’t matter. 

God promises that, “Even in old age they will still produce fruit; they will remain vital and green”. 

(Psalm 92:14) This is encouraging to me as my birthdays tick by! And why is all this true – because 

God is the one who causes the growth. Even that great missionary Paul says, “I planted the seed, 

Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow”. (2 Corinthians 3:6) It is all about Him. 

 

 

 


