
 

JESUS, THE KING 
Matthew 2:1-15; Isaiah 9:2,6,7; 40:9-11 

Who is the King? 

They arrived in Jerusalem late one afternoon – a caravan of camels ridden by mysterious strangers. 

No mere traders from the desert, these were dressed in the finest cloth and the saddles on their 

camels were lavish. They had an air of authority as they sought direction to the best lodging and 

their servants were not shy about demanding care for their camels and food for their masters – and 

they had money to pay for it too! As people bustled around getting them settled, tongues were busy 

too, wondering where they had come from and the nature of their business in Jerusalem. Soon the 

news reached the palace, the home of King Herod.  

When Herod heard that a group of wealthy, aristocratic foreigners had come into his town without 

his knowledge, he was immediately suspicious. Who were they? Why were they here? Had they 

come to pay homage to him, or to make trouble for him? He sent a messenger to invite them to an 

audience in his palace. As he waited for these visitors to arrive, his advisors told him not to worry, 

these strange foreigners could not possibly cause him any harm.  

As they walked into the palace, everyone was in awe of their splendour and their confidence 

commanded respect. Speculations rippled through the court. These weren’t Roman officials. They 

looked more like they came from the East, maybe Persia. They were obviously used to being 

honoured, but they weren’t quite royalty. Maybe they were royal advisors, or foreign priests, or 

scholars possibly. What were they doing in Jerusalem? 

King Herod opened his mouth to welcome them but was cut off as they spoke first – conveying their 

urgent question through translators - “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

With this, the Magi enter the account of the birth of Jesus. Matthew’s account for their visit is 

designed to help his readers recognise Jesus as their long-awaited, God-anointed king. The whole 

story is written is such a way as to create a strong impression on his Jewish readers – and on us as 

well!  

Matthew deliberately relates his account to the many Old Testament prophesies of a coming King 

who would rescue Israel, re-united them to their God and bring peace and justice to their land. 



Jesus’s birth in Bethlehem of the lineage of King David was foretold by Micah and the quality of his 

reign is identified with the rule of David, the greatest of all time:  

But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel. (Micah 5:2; 2 Samuel 5:2) 

The visit of the wisemen who followed a light and brought gifts was foreshadowed in prophesies 

from Isaiah which talk about God’s restoration of Israel under God’s anointed leader. 

“Arise, Jerusalem! Let your light shine for all to see. 

     For the glory of the LORD rises to shine on you. 

All nations will come to your light; 

     mighty kings will come to see your radiance. 

The people of Sheba will bring gold and frankincense 

     and will come worshiping the LORD. (Isaiah 60:1,3,6) 

What kind of King? 

However, Matthew wasn’t content to just proclaim that Jesus was God’s anointed king. The 

Jewish people knew all about kings and rulers. The Romans had beat them into submission and 

kept them in submission through taxation and fear. They appointed a “king” for Israel, namely 

Herod. A king who was not a Jew and who held his authority with brutality, even killing his own 

sons to protect his throne. No peace and justice had come to them through him. Matthew wanted 

to show the Jews that, in Jesus, God was giving them a different kind of king. 

Jesus wouldn’t need to rule with brutality and fear because Jesus had the all-sufficient knowledge 

and wisdom and power of God. Thought this story we see this at work. Who but God could so 

arrange things that a census would be decreed, and Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem just 

when Jesus was due to be born? Who could cause a star to rise at just the right time and place to 

point to Jesus? Who could speak to people in dreams to direct them to safety? This whole story is 

orchestrated by God to fulfil His purposes. Could Herod do that? No! It was his insecurity and lack of 

power which drove him to brutality to get his way. 

If we turn to Isaiah again, we see this power proclaimed: 

Tell the towns of Judah, 

     “Your God is coming!” 

Yes, the Sovereign LORD is coming in power. 

     He will rule with a powerful arm. 

     See, he brings his reward with him as he comes. (Isaiah 40:10) 

King Jesus rules with the power of God because He is God. The powers of Rome – and Herod – 

pale into insignificance beside Him. 

But that is not the whole story! The next verse in Isaiah offers a startling twist: 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd. 

He will carry the lambs in his arms, 

     holding them close to his heart. 

He will gently lead the mother sheep with their young. (Isaiah 40:11) 



The powerful king is also a gentle shepherd. When Matthew talks about Jesus’ rule, he says: “for 

out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.” (Matthew 2:6) A good shepherd 

knows his flock and he knows the circumstances in which they live. He knows each one by name. 

He knows which of his sheep need special care and which are most likely to get into trouble! He 

knows the most nutritious pastures and the perils to avoid. He is strong and skilled to protect them. 

He is willing to lay down his life for them. He holds them close to his heart. 

How very different to Herod and the Romans! They didn’t care about the people under their rule. All 

they cared about was that the people continued to pay their taxes and do what they were told. But 

God’s king came to live with the damaged and lonely, the outcasts and sinners. He came to heal 

them and save them from sin; to nurture them and enable them to flourish. He came to use His 

mighty power to shepherd His people because He loves them. 

And the result of the rule of this king? At the beginning of the service, we read yet another passage 

from Isaiah which talks about Jesus as the Prince of Peace. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

     establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness  

     from that time on and forever. (Isaiah 9:7) 

King Jesus, the Prince of Peace, will reign with justice and righteousness. And how will He bring 

about this peace and justice? I discovered something interesting as I was studying this passage. In 

the verse from Isaiah which talks about people coming to Jerusalem to honour God and His king, it 

talks about them bringing gold and frankincense. These were often gifts given to kings and used in 

worship of gods. But the wisemen brought one other gift – myrrh. This would have been unusual 

because myrrh’s main use was for embalming; it was the perfume of death.  

God’s king would bring in righteousness and peace, not through oppression and fear, but through 

self-sacrifice. He would literally lay down his life for the sheep out of His love for them. Through His 

death on the cross, sins are forgiven, punishment is removed, sin’s bondage is broken. Through his 

resurrection, a new relationship with God and a new life in Him are offered. Jesus did it all – for us.  

Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honour 

     and gave him the name above all other names, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 

     in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

     to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

Jesus OUR King 

This is a revolutionary kind of king. A king which could only be God come to earth as a man. This 

king can be our king as well for Jesus is still the king and all who turn to Him are welcomed into His 

kingdom. In Him, we find powerful control in an uncertain world; shepherd care in a harsh and lonely 

world; justice and peace in a broken world.  

Won’t you give Him you heart, your allegiance today? Won’t you make Him YOUR king? He has 

earned that role. He has demonstrated that He can be trusted. He wants to hold you close to His 

heart. Jesus, God’s King, has come. 


