
 

LIVING IN THE KINGDOM 
Becky Douglass (Isaiah 9:1-7; Matthew 4:14-17,23-25) 

Introduction to the Kingdom 

Our passage from Matthew tells us that what Jesus did as He began his ministry here on earth. 

From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom 

of Heaven is near.” (Matthew 4:17 NLT) 

We come across this concept of the Kingdom often in the Bible. A few moments ago, we joined 

together in the Lord’s Prayer in which we prayed that “your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10) A few weeks ago, we looked at the necessity to “seek first 

the kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). In the next few weeks as we look at some of the parables of 

Jesus, we will often find Jesus introducing them with the words, “The kingdom of heaven is like …”  

But what is this Kingdom? I thought it might be helpful to look at what the Bible has to say about the 

Kingdom before looking at the parables to help us understand them better. Stated most simply, the 

Kingdom of God is the reign of God. Our worship focus this morning proclaimed that God has 

reigned for all time: “The LORD is king! He is robed in majesty …Your throne, O LORD, has stood 

from time immemorial.” (Psalm 77:11,14 NIV) God was king for all eternity past. When He created 

the world, it too came under His rule. Even when humanity rebelled against God and we went our 

own way, God was still king – we just don’t acknowledge His kingship. As such we put ourselves 

outside His rule and His protection and guidance.  

As we read various passages about God’s reign, we will find it mentioned in different ways. 

Sometimes it is just called “the Kingdom”. It is predominately called the “Kingdom of God” or the 

“reign of God” or the “throne of God”. Matthew uniquely calls it the “Kingdom of Heaven”. Many feel 

he does this because he was writing specifically to the Jews who didn’t like to use the divine name. 

If you look at Jewish writings even today, you will often see Him referred to as “G*d” out of respect 

for the holiness of His name. By using this way of referring to the kingdom, Matthew also 

emphasises its spiritual nature over against the earthly kingdom which the Jews were seeking. All 

these terms referring to the Kingdom, however, refer to the same reality of the reign of God over all. 



The nature of the Kingdom 

However, this definition leaves several questions unanswered, and we want to look at three of such 

questions this morning. To do this, we’ll need to travel around the Bible a bit, mainly the New 

Testament, to see how the kingdom is understood in light of Jesus’ death and resurrection. But first, 

we need to look back into the Old Testament to answer the first question. 

• Is the Kingdom earthly or spiritual?  

Without a doubt, the Jews of Jesus’ time were looking for God to bring about the re-establishment of 

an earthly kingdom. And I think this is understandable. This morning we read from Isaiah 9 some 

very familiar verses. The first couple are quoted by Matthew in relationship to Jesus’ ministry in 

Galilee in our passage this morning and the final few are quoted every Christmas as we celebrate 

that the “child is born” to “reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom” (Isaiah 9:6,7).   

From our perspective, we see these as talking about a spiritual kingdom, but if you consider the 

verses in between these, you can understand why the Jews thought more about an earthly 

kingdom. 

You will enlarge the nation of Israel ... For you will break the yoke of their slavery and lift the 

heavy burden from their shoulders. You will break the oppressor’s rod ... (Isaiah 9:3,4) 

This is exactly what they longed for as they suffered under the yoke of Roman rule. Again, we tend 

to interpret these as referring to the yoke of slavery to sin and the oppression of death which Jesus 

defeated on the cross. However, they didn’t know Jesus had come to do that. Although there were 

hints of this kind of salvation in their Scriptures, it is really only since Jesus’ death and resurrection 

that it is clearly understandable. So, while they were wrong to think Jesus came to establish an 

earthly kingdom, I think we can understand why they thought He had. 

And let’s remember, the Bible tells us that one day Jesus will reign on earth, but that was not the 

purpose for his first coming. It was not the right time yet. There was other work He needed to do 

first. Next time it will be different. And I believe that there might well be a future earthly kingdom for 

the Jewish nation still to come in God’s plans. But about that there is much discussion and differing 

opinions among good evangelical scholars, and I am happy to wait and see what God does – it is 

likely to be different to anything we can imagine, just as His first coming was! 

But to go back to Jesus’ coming to earth as recorded in the Gospels, he clearly states that the 

kingdom he is talking about is not a rule over geographical space but over human hearts. As He 

faces His crucifixion, He says, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom … my Kingdom is not of this 

world.”  (John 18:36 NLT) His kingdom is the spiritual reality of God’s rule in human hearts. Ezekiel 

records God promise concerning this: “And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in 

you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart. And I will put 

my Spirit in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations. (Ezekiel 

36:26,27) Paul says that this kingdom will display itself through the peace with God and righteous 

living of those who have repented and turned to God for salvation: “For the Kingdom of God is not a 

matter of what we eat or drink, (which are signs of membership in the Jewish nation) but of living a 

life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Romans 14:17 NLT) Which brings us to the 

next question … 



• Is the Kingdom internal or external?  

We’ve seen that the Kingdom is primarily about an internal transformation of our hearts and God’s 

subsequent reign over our lives. Jesus called people to “repent of your sins and return to God…”. 

This indicates that the kingdom of God is made up of those who have repented and put their faith in 

Christ’s salvation. God has “rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the 

Kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” (Col 1:13,14 NLT) 

There is an internal change which happens in the life of a Christian by which God makes them a 

part of His Kingdom. 

Over the next few weeks, we’ll look at several parables about how people enter the Kingdom - how 

God seeks us out and how sometimes the people who in the Kingdom are the most unlikely people 

from our perspective. Because the kingdom is primarily about the heart, we can’t always look at 

someone and know if they are a true member of the Kingdom because only God knows a person's 

heart.  

And this brings up the point that there is an external aspect to the Kingdom. In both the Old 

Testament and the New Testament, we find a visible group of people who are identified as the 

people of God and who profess to acknowledge God’s reign over them. In the Old Testament this is 

the nation of Israel. The signs of membership in this visible group were – and still are - things such 

as circumcision, celebration of the feasts of Israel and obedience to the law. In the New Testament, 

this group, of which we are a part, is the church. Some of the signs of membership for us are things 

like baptism, celebration of communion, and living a holy life. Both groups could be said to be visible 

representations of the Kingdom. Certainly, the world sees these groups and judges the kingdom of 

God by what they see. However – and this is a big caveat! – God does not acknowledge everyone 

who claims membership in these two groups as truly a part of His kingdom. We will see this clearly 

in several of the parables we will look at. Today, the church is the visible expression of the Kingdom 

of God, but as we will see, Satan is always seeking to infiltrate God’s Kingdom and distort it, and so 

the church is not always a true expression of the Kingdom of God at this time. Which brings us to 

the final question … 

• Is the Kingdom future or present?  

Certainly, the full consummation of the Kingdom is still in the future. Although Jesus has won the 

victory over sin and death and Satan, we do not see that today in our physical world. Many do not 

acknowledge Christ as Lord or even acknowledge Christ’s existence. They do not order their lives 

around His righteousness or even see this as desirable. Even among those who would call 

themselves His people, His reign is not complete. As we look into our own hearts, we know that this 

is true. 

But one day this will change! One day, we will see Christ's physical return to rule the new heavens 

and the new earth. There will be a final defeat of all opposition to God's reign and sin will be purged 

from the world and from our hearts and He will physically, visibly reign over all of a renewed 

creation.  

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 



shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 

away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

(Revelation 21:3-5) 

This will be glorious, and this hope is something we can hold onto when life in this present world is 

less than glorious. But is God’s reign only in the future in that new heavens and new earth? Does it 

affect our world at all, today? I think that it does, in several ways. 

Firstly, we don’t have to look far to see God's direct action in our world – times when He has broken 

into this reality and ordered things according to His will. We can see Him at work in such events as 

the exodus of God’s people from Egypt and the forming of the nation of Israel. Throughout Israel’s 

history, God has acted directly, in miraculous ways, to bring about His will for His people. Several 

times in the life of Jesus here on earth, we again see God acting directly – the virgin birth and 

rescue from Herod, the ordering of His death and the miracle of His resurrection. And today we 

sometimes see God at work around us, directly ordering our lives and protecting His people. 

Sometimes God acts directly and sometimes He works through His people, those whose hearts 

have been changed and brought back into a relationship with Himself. Jesus set us an example of 

this as we read this morning: 

Jesus travelled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and announcing 

the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness. 

(Matthew 4:23 NLT) 

While Jesus was here on earth, he tells us that he acted under the direction of the Father and by the 

power of the Father working through Him. In His acts of healing, Jesus was acting on God’s behalf 

in this physical world. Everywhere He went, a bit of the Kingdom went with Him, and this influenced 

the world around Him. Lives were changed, bodies and hearts healed, and God’s Kingdom rule was 

spread. 

Jesus did this out of His pre-existing relationship with God. God now calls us to do the same - to 

share His Kingdom out of our own growing relationship with Him. As God’s reign grows in our own 

hearts, we become more and more like Him. 

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 

Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV) 

As we are transformed, we are able to be His representatives in this present world and to point 

people to His Kingdom. We become His ambassadors, the agents of His Kingdom, and the 

channels of His glory. Richard Sibbes, a Puritan preacher, called this a “spreading goodness”. As 

God’s kingdom grows in us, we cannot help but share it with those around us. All who come in 

contact with us should sense the goodness of the Kingdom, be blessed by it and drawn to God. In 

this way, the Kingdom is spread in our world today. 

 

 



Living in the Kingdom 

In the coming weeks, we will be learning much more about the Kingdom and how we are to live as a 

part of it. This morning, I’d like to leave you with just a couple of thoughts. 

If we choose to accept God’s rule and, by faith in Christ, become a part of His kingdom … 

… we are a part of something much bigger than what we see on Sunday mornings! We are a 

member of a Kingdom which stretches down through the ages and is populated by people from 

around the world. We might look at our small part of the Kingdom, those who call Grace Christian 

Church their spiritual home, and think that God’s Kingdom is not very powerful or making much of 

an impact. That would be very wrong. Even today, God’s Kingdom is having a significant impact on 

this world. We have the opportunity to be a part of something truly magnificent. 

… we have the certain hope of the future consummation of God’s Kingdom. One day, we will be on 

the winning side! What lays ahead is bigger and more exciting than we could ever imagine. If God’s 

past action is anything to go by, all the prophetical imagination we can muster will pale in the light of 

God’s ultimate plan. This future should encourage us to keep going and motivate us to bring as 

many people as possible along with us. 

… how we live our lives today really matters. It is a present, physical, visible demonstration of God’s 

eternal Kingdom. We have the privilege of spreading His goodness wherever we go. Every 

connection with another person is an opportunity to show them the greatness of God’s Kingdom 

through the things we say and do. We may not miraculously heal people as a general occurrence 

(although this does still happen!) but we can help to heal broken hearts with a kind word, we can 

meet physical needs through our generosity, we can show love to those who are hurting. In such 

ways, we can bring the Kingdom closer to people and introduce them to our King.  


