
 

SEEKING TRUE FOLLOWERS 
Becky Douglass (Deuteronomy 7:6-10; Matthew 13:44-53) 

Suppose you woke up tomorrow morning, and for some unimaginable reason you decided you 
wanted to climb Mount Everest. What is the first thing you would need to do? Maybe head off to the 
doctor’s to make sure you hadn’t lost your sanity! Over the coming year or two of preparation you 
will need to save up more than $50,000 for the trek to the top plus the cost of getting to Nepal. You 
will need to work on your fitness and make smaller climbs to get used to the process. You will need 
to purchase the right clothing and climbing gear and learn to use them. You will need to find a 
trekking company to organise your climb and arrange to be away from home for at least three 
months. But before all of that I would want to make my first step be to talk with someone who had 
already successfully made the climb to the top and ask them to mentor me during the whole 
process. Only someone like this could let you know what it will really be like and help you prepare 
for it. When you are heading into new territory or a new venture, knowing ahead of time what to 
expect is invaluable. 

We’ve been looking at a group of parables about the Kingdom of Heaven which are found in 
Matthew 13. These were told by Jesus to give His disciples insight into the Kingdom and what they 
should expect so that they are not caught off guard. He knew what they were going to face and He 
wanted to prepare them. First, in the parable of the four soils, He teaches them the different 
responses people will have to the kingdom. Then last week, through the parables of the wheat and 
the tares, the mustard seed and the yeast, Jesus gave insight into how the Kingdom would grow 
and the reality of Satan’s attempts to corrupt that growth. This week, we’ll look at the search for true 
followers of Jesus through three final parables (and one mini-parable!). 

Treasure and Pearl 

The first two parables – those of the buried treasure and pearl of great value – are quite similar. 
They can be compared as follows: 

Buried Treasure Pearl of Great Value 

Discover … Hide Look … Discover 

Sell everything Sell everything 

Buy field Buy pearl 

You’ll see the commonalities of finding something that is desired and then selling everything in order 
to own it. Some people find significance in the difference between accidentally finding something 
and then hiding it again in order to secretly obtain it as compared to deliberately looking for 
something and purchasing it openly. I am not sure the differences are significant. As we mentioned 
earlier, not every element of a parable has theological meaning. Some things are mentioned simply 



to set up a realistic picture with which the listeners can identify. I believe we have two stories here 
with basically the same meaning. 

And what is that meaning? These parables are not explained by Jesus, so it is up to us to think 
about them and seek possible interpretations. Over the years, people have come up with two 
possibilities. 

The first interpretation sees the treasure or the pearl as being the Kingdom itself. The Kingdom is 
something precious that we must value above all else. The seekers of the Kingdom are God’s 
people. The Kingdom is worth everything to them and they are willing to give up everything – their 
desires and plans, their life – in order to participate in the Kingdom. 

We see this idea in a couple of other things which Jesus says, such as: 

If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and 
follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my 
sake, you will save it. (Matthew 16: 24,25) 

If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you 
cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:26) 

These verses let the disciples know that following Jesus will take a full surrender of their lives to 
Jesus and the Kingdom. There is no room in the Kingdom for a half-hearted follower of Jesus. To 
truly “find” the Kingdom will cost them everything. 

But there is an issue in this interpretation. The parable talks not only of the value of the treasure and 
the pearl, but it also talks about buying them. Do we “buy” the Kingdom? If we were to give up 
everything, would we ever have enough to “buy” our way into the Kingdom? Proponents of the first 
interpretation would say that the “buying” element is not the theological point of these parables, it is 
introduced simply to illustrate the high value of the items. This is certainly a valid point and this 
interpretation is very common. Because of other passages which emphasise the need to give up all 
to follow Jesus, I don’t believe that this interpretation is saying something which is not true 
theologically. 

However, some scholars have been concerned about this issue and have suggested another 
possible interpretation of these two parables. In exploring this second interpretation, I think it is 
helpful to first take a look at the passage we read in Deuteronomy. Notice the words which have 
been underlined. 

For you are a holy people, who belong to the LORD your God. Of all the people on earth, the 
LORD your God has chosen you to be his own special treasure.  

What – or who – is the treasure here? It is God’s people, the Israelites. They belong to Him. And 
why are they His people? 

The LORD did not set his heart on you and choose you because you were more numerous 
than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! Rather, it was simply that the LORD 
loves you, …  

He chose them simply because He loved them. Their value comes from His choice of them. And 
how did He make them His people? 

That is why the LORD rescued (redeemed) you with such a strong hand from your slavery and 
from the oppressive hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 7:6-8) 



God made them His people when he rescued them. The original word is redeemed - He made them 
His people when He purchased them.  

This sounds a lot like the parables we are looking at and I wonder if this isn’t what would have come 
to mind as the original listeners heard them. This passage is not the only one which calls the 
Israelites God’s treasure or talks about His redemption of them. It is a common theme throughout 
the Old Testament. 

So, what does an interpretation of the parable based on this idea look like? The treasure and the 
pearl represent God’s people who are sought and chosen by God and then purchased. And what 
was the cost of their purchase? It is the incarnation, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We read 
about this throughout the New Testament in verses such as: 

He gave his life to purchase our freedom (redeem us) from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, 
and to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds. (Titus 2:14) 

I think both interpretations are possible. I lean towards the second one because I think it explains all 
elements of the parable better, but the first one is also a valid possibility. Have a think about it  - 
that’s what parables are supposed to prompt us to do! 

Dragnet 

The third parable in our passage today is more straightforward because Jesus gives us the 
interpretation. It is interesting to note that even though many of the disciples were fishermen, this is 
the only parable set in the fishing world. It is a picture of fishing by dragnet. A dragnet had floaters 
attached on one side and weights on the other. The weights sunk to the floor of the lake and the 
floaters held the other side up, making a “wall” of netting. One end was held on the land and the 
other was attached to a boat which pulled the net out into the lake. The boat then moved back 
towards shore, dragging the net with it and collecting everything in its wake – good eating fish, but 
also quite a bit that was useless. The net was pulled up onto the shore and the catch was sorted. 
Fish which could be eaten were saved, everything else was thrown out. 

Jesus doesn’t say what the dragnet is except to say that it represents what will happen at the end of 
the world. The focus is on the sorting process once the fish are caught. The sorters are the angels, 
the good fish are the righteous, or true members of the Kingdom and the bad fish are the wicked. 

This reminds me a lot of the parable we looked at last week where the weeds were allowed to grow 
alongside the wheat and then the harvesters sort the weeds from the wheat as they do the 
harvesting. Jesus’ explanation there was: 

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will remove from his Kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. And the angels will throw them into the fiery furnace, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their 
Father’s Kingdom. (Matthew 13:41-43) 

This is similar to what we find in our Deuteronomy passage: 

He is the faithful God who keeps his covenant for a thousand generations and lavishes his 
unfailing love on those who love him and obey his commands. But he does not hesitate to 
punish and destroy those who reject him. (Deuteronomy 7:9,10) 

These passages set up two possible endings for people based on their response to the message of 
the Kingdom. The wicked will be “thrown into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth”. I’ll be honest, I hate to think or talk about this end for those who don’t turn to 
God for their salvation. I don’t know if this is literal picture or if it is a figurative picture of suffering 
and pain. Either way, it is not a good outcome. However, I trust that God will be totally just in 
whatever judgement He gives. I also know that His love for us led Him to send His Son to die in 
order to provide a way to avoid this ending. Any picture of this kind of judgement must be put into 



the context of His never-ending, all-consuming love for us. He doesn’t desire anyone to perish and 
He gives Himself to save us from this judgement. 

What is the ending He wants for us? The righteous will “shine like the sun in their Father’s 
Kingdom”. This is an amazing picture of God’s love for us. He is seeking those who will truly turn to 
Him and accept His salvation and run into His open arms, trusting His love for them. These are His 
true followers and true citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. He cleanses us from our sins so that we 
shine with His holiness, and they are welcomed as a child into their Father’s Kingdom. Amazing! 

Gems of Truth 

At the very end of this section of Kingdom parables, Jesus makes one final point through a mini-
parable. The picture is of the head of a household who brings treasures out of his supply room as 
they are needed. The disciples were privileged to be given fresh insight into the Kingdom by Jesus 
as He told them earlier:  

“But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. I tell you the 
truth, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but they didn’t see it. 
And they longed to hear what you hear, but they didn’t hear it. (Matthew 13:16,17) 

The prophets, the writers of the Old Testament had been given glimpses of the Kingdom through 
God’s dealings with Israel. These are the old treasures, and they are still valuable insights for us 
today. Through them we can learn of God’s unfolding plan from eternity past. But they knew they 
didn’t have all the story – there was more to come. The new treasures are the things Jesus is 
teaching the disciples and all that they will learn after His death and resurrection. The disciples in 
turn have passed these things on to us through the Bible. These insights are meant to be stored 
away in our hearts and minds so that when we need them, we will be able to draw them out and be 
reminded of the truth. 

And what are some of those truths? No matter how you interpret the parables of the treasure and 
the pearl, I think that when we take all the parables together in this chapter, we see a God who 
seeks us and rescues us, who cleanses us and brings us into His Kingdom. This is something that 
captures our hearts and motivates us to respond in free surrender to His reign. We don’t give up all 
to follow Him in order to earn our way into the Kingdom, but rather we respond to the love of the 
Father with love and trust. This message of the Kingdom will draw many people to God through 
Christ and will cause His Kingdom to grow in amazing ways. We are a part of something wonderful! 

However, we must be ready for that fact that not everyone will respond in a positive way to this 
message of the Kingdom. Some will reject it outright and some will fade away when the going gets 
tough. And Satan is always at work seeking to destroy what God is doing. We must be wise and be 
ready for these things to happen. However, it is not our job to judge who is in or out of the Kingdom 
– that is something that God will deal with in His time. Our job is to stay close to God and focus on 
Him, surrendering our lives to His work in us.  

As we come to an end of this group of parables – we will look at some more from other places next! 
- I hope that you have had some new thoughts about living in the Kingdom and under God’s reign. 
Most of all, I hope you have come to appreciate again just how much God loves you and what He 
has done to bring you into His Kingdom. And I pray that God will open all of our eyes to see Him at 
work as we live as His people. 


