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COMISSIONED TO GOD’S WORK – Isaiah 6 
Graeme Odgers (06/11/2022) 

The times of Isaiah 

Last week Becky spoke a little about the times at the beginning of Isaiah’s ministry and mentioned 
that his whole ministry was from about 740 to 680 B.C. For about 20 years, he spoke to both the 
northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. After Israel’s fall to the Assyrians in 
722 B.C., Isaiah continued to prophesy to Judah under king Ahaz, Hezekiah and finally Manasseh. 

 

These were turbulent times. Judah was strategically located between the superpowers of the day – 
Egypt to the south and Syria and Assyria to the north. These rivals wanted to use Israel and Judah’s 
territories in order to stage wars against one another.  

Isaiah continually warned the Judean kings not to form partnerships with these powers in order to 
guarantee its safety, but rather to trust God. This was the kind of a message that he delivered over 
and over again to the different kings that he served. 

 

The man Isaiah 

Isaiah didn’t write much about himself. However, there are verses that give a light insight into the 
man. Isaiah was married, and had at least two children, two sons who had symbolic names that 
were used in his prophetic ministry. One called Shear-Jashub, which meant a remnant shall 
return, a name given to that son to convey hope that Judah would survive an attack by its enemies.   

And then another son Maher-shalal-hash-baz, which meant hasten to seize the prey, and to take 

away the spoil, and this was a reference to the coming destruction upon Judah's enemies Syria 

and the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  

Based on the familiarity that Isaiah had with the inner workings of the temple and his proximity to 

the royal court, it is very probable that he was a priest at the temple. He was well-educated and his 

position and education suggests that he was wealthy, and part of the upper class of Judean society 

at the time. We find in Chapter 8 that he also had disciples he was training and teaching. 

Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples.  

I will wait for the LORD, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob,  

and I will hope in him. (Isaiah 8:16-17) 

These disciples may have assisted in his ministry, possibly, copying and maintaining his writings.  
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We don't know for certain when or how he died, but an old text named the "Ascension of Isaiah" 

dated around 75 A.D. to 150 A.D., tells that Isaiah was executed by King Manasseh by being sawn 

in two. Some of this work was based on fragments from a Hebrew or Aramaic original. 

Looking at Hebrews 11 which describes the heroes of faith, we find verses that describe the way 

some were martyred. In Heb 11: 36 to 38: 

Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, 
they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in 
deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. (Hebrews 11:36-38) 

Possibly this mention of being sawn in two relates to Isaiah and that would agree with Jewish 

tradition that Isaiah was persecuted by Manasseh. 

 

Isaiah’s Vision - Chapter 6 

Some theologians think that the vision in Chapter 6 established the commissioning of Isaiah’s 

ministry and may have happened prior to Chapters 1-5, but it is not definite as Isaiah doesn’t 

mention this, but the text does place it in time as we read:In the year that King Uzziah died (Isaiah 

6:1) On first glance, most would think this is simply a reference to a date, just marking the end of 

Uzziah’s reign in 739 B.C.. However, it carries much more emotion than that. We need to read a 

small amount of 2 Chronicles to discover what was going on: 

Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two 
years. His mother's name was Jekoliah; she was from Jerusalem. He did what was right in the 
eyes of the LORD, just as his father Amaziah had done. He sought God during the days of 
Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the LORD, God gave 
him success. (2 Chronicles 26:3-5) 

Uzziah was a good king, he was a good steward, a king who brought innovation and built their 

defences, and a king who cared for his nation.  

Then we read in 2 Chronicles verse after verse of all the good things he did until we arrive at verse 
16.  

But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the LORD 
his God, and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. (2 
Chronicles 26:16) 

Azariah the priest with eighty other courageous priests of the LORD followed him in.  

They confronted King Uzziah and said, "It is not right for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the 
LORD. That is for the priests, the descendants of Aaron, who have been consecrated to burn 
incense. Leave the sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful; and you will not be honoured by 
the LORD God."  

Uzziah, who had a censer in his hand ready to burn incense, became angry. While he was 
raging at the priests in their presence before the incense altar in the LORD's temple, leprosy 
broke out on his forehead. When Azariah the chief priest and all the other priests looked at 
him, they saw that he had leprosy on his forehead, so they hurried him out. Indeed, he himself 
was eager to leave, because the LORD had afflicted him. King Uzziah had leprosy until the 
day he died. He lived in a separate house—leprous, and banned from the temple of the 
LORD. Jotham his son had charge of the palace and governed the people of the land.  

The other events of Uzziah's reign, from beginning to end, are recorded by the prophet Isaiah 
son of Amoz. (2 Chronicles 26:16-22) 
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As we go back to verse 1 in the light of this: “In the year that King Uzziah died.” Can you imagine 

Isaiah’s sorrow at the loss of this earthly king that he has served under, his lord? A good king 

amidst all the bad kings of Judah. But through his pride Uzziah chose to do what he knew he should 

not have done. And that was to draw near the Holiness of God in the Temple. A task that God had 

established and was only to be carried out by consecrated priests.   

Arguments broke out, yelling and unseemly noise in the Temple as Azariah and 80 priests tried to 

stop Uzziah. Then the shock as God’s wrath fell on Uzziah and he was instantly afflicted by leprosy, 

because of his pride.  A disease that marked him and separated him from others, resulting in him 

being banned from the temple and marking him as unclean. And the fear of God’s wrath would have 

flowed out through Judah as the news of Uzziah’s punishment and death spread out amongst its 

people.  

With an understanding of the turmoil in Isaiah’s life we can fully turn to Chapter 6 as Isaiah writes: 

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the 

train of his robe filled the temple.” (v. 1) Isaiah’s earthly king has passed, and Isaiah experiences a 

vision from God.  He says – “I saw the Lord, high and lifted up”. Adonai, the Sovereign One, 

Yahweh, the Eternal One, God in all His glory is sitting on His throne! 

Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with 
two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one 
another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."  
(v. 2,3) 

These weren’t small creatures flying around, so great were they, that when one would call to the 
other “Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD Almighty” - “At the sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.” (v. 4) 

Our Holy God: 

Isaiah is confronted with the country’s instability at the end of Uzziah’s reign and has this 
tremendous vision of God seated high in the Temple, with a robe that fills the Temple.  A symbolic 
robe that kings would wear probably had attendants to carry it, making the importance of the king 
stand out before all, demonstrating his power. The Lord’s huge kingly robe not only shows the 
power and sovereignty of God’s position above all. But this robe was extra-large filling the whole 
temple and highlighting the glory of the Lord – YAHWEH. God is showing Isaiah that there is no 
need to be discouraged and disillusioned because God is on His throne in the heavenly realm, and 
all is under His ever-present care despite the continuing corruption of the people in Judah and the 
change in their king. 

Flying around the throne were angelic beings, seraphim, which means burning ones. Two wings 
covered their face in an act of humility so that they wouldn’t look upon God’s glory, two wings 
covered their feet, symbolic of covering their unworthiness before God and with two wings they flew 
around the throne up high. 

The seraphim were calling to each other - "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is 
full of his glory." These angelic beings aren’t talking to God directly, instead they are proclaiming His 
glory to one another. Can you imagine these beings flying around the throne on high and calling out 
to each other “Holy, Holy, Holy” calling great honour on our God, and signifying the three persons in 
the Godhead and expressing His true nature “Holy, Holy, Holy”. Their song shakes the throne room 
and doorposts and proclaims the one who sits on the throne. And if the seraphim cannot look on our 
Holy God, how can man understand the depth of his holiness other than acknowledging how broken 
we are because of our sinful hearts. 
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The human need 

Before God we all should stand in fear, just as Isaiah –  

"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 
of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." (v. 5) 

Isaiah new God’s word and he knew the Law and he realised he was before God without a mediator 
- the High Priest, without a covering or sacrifice, so he deeply understood the situation and he cried 
out in fear “Woe is me, I am doomed”. 

How can we really understand God’s holiness? Some might think of God a good, but John writes in 
his epistle: “But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no 
sin.” (1 John 3:5) There is no sin in Him! And in his Gospel he reports Jesus’ words: "Don't you 
know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? (John 14:9)  

In our modern world many have forgotten God, and the concept of a Holy God is remote. Even as 
Christians, do we really understand the holiness of God? He is not just good – he is full of glory and 
there is no sin in Him! You know there is no sliding scale between a good person like Isaiah and an 
evil person. Paul writes: “… for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) I 
think most people who talk from this pulpit would feel unworthy to do so, but at the same time 
convicted by God to do so. You see before the holiness of God, the best of us are destined for 
destruction.  

As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, not even one." (Romans 3:10-12) 

Confronted at just the sight of God: "Woe to me!" – Isaiah cried! "Woe to me!" – we all could cry out. 

Isaiah continues his account: 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." (Isaiah 6:6-7) 

One of these angelic beings used tongs to take a live coal as the power of purification and touched 
Isaiah’s lips, his mouth being the source of his sin and would soon become the instrument of his 
ministry.  Then the seraphim declared two things, one your guilt is taken away and two, your sins 
are forgiven. The altar is where man’s sins were dealt with in the temple here on earth through 
animal sacrifice as a kind of preview of Christ’s sacrifice to come for the sins of all man. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. (John 3:16,17) 

For us, our true human need is found in our belief in Jesus , God’s only Son, and in trust, we come 
to Him confessing our sin and unworthiness and through God’s grace we to can have our guilt taken 
away and our sin atoned for through the blood of Jesus sacrifice on the Cross. This is the true 
Human Need.  

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. (Romans 5:1-4) 
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Called for God’s Work 

Isaiah continues: 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us? 
(Notice God refers to himself in the plural) " And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  (Isaiah 6:6) 

Isaiah’s sins have been forgiven and his guilt removed and now he is fit for ministry. This was God’s 
purpose, to prepare Isaiah for ministry. Until his cleansing Isaiah heard only the seraphim, but now 
he says, “I heard the voice of the Lord.” And Isaiah’s humble response is: “Here I am, send me!” 
Isaiah has an overwhelming need to do God’s will and carry out the difficult task that is about to be 
revealed for him in the final verses of Chapter 6. 

What does this mean for you and me? 

1. First, we must humble ourselves, be devoted to worship and seek the Lord’s presence 

before we can be used in His service. 

"You shall have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 

Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. (Matthew 22:37,38) 

We cannot serve God if we do not love God. This is shown in our worship, not just on Sunday 

morning, but in all we do. To hear God’s voice in our lives or the whisper of the Holy Spirit, we need 

to take the time to meditate on His word and as God says: "Be still, and know that I am God.” 

(Psalm 46:10)    

2. Secondly, we need to know and have a true sense of ourselves first before God. 

David continually confessed his failings before God, Paul the apostle called himself the greatest of 

sinners, Isaiah immediately confessed his impurity and his impending doom because of it. All these 

people and others in the Bible acknowledged their unworthiness and sinfulness. They all had a 

special relationship with God. And they were all used mightily by God in His service. 

3. Third, we need to be open to how God would use us. 

Like Isaiah, every person has talents that can be used in God’s service. We might not be an Isaiah 

or a Paul, but we can be faithful and listen to God’s prompting through His word. If you are 

challenged, it might be washing up or cleaning the church, it could be putting things in envelopes or 

giving an encouraging phone call, maybe helping a team in a bigger way, maybe supporting one of 

our missionary families. Be like Isaiah get right with God and the accept the Lord’s call. 

Our last song today is Facing a Task Unfinished  

“Ours is the same commission 
The same glad message ours 
Fired by the same ambition 
To Thee we yield our powers.” 

May we all be challenged by Isaiah’s example. 


