
 

BROKENNESS TO WHOLENESS – Isaiah 10,11,12 
Becky Douglass (20/11/2023) 

One of the big news stories of the past couple of months has been the stealing of sensitive personal 

information held by Optus and Medibank and the release of some of this information onto the 

internet. Both companies thought they had the necessary safeguards, but they didn’t. From what I 

have read, it is unclear if these companies were negligent and hadn’t been doing the right things to 

protect the information or if they had done all they could but those who broke into their computers 

were just too clever and were able to get around even the best safeguards. There have also been 

questions about the information these companies were keeping about their customers and if at least 

some of it should have been deleted long ago.  

When these breaches of security became known, the first reaction of the companies was to 

apologise – which is nice, but we would have been very upset if their response had stopped there! 

While final blame has not been determined, the fact is that people trusted those companies to keep 

their information safe and their failure to do this has resulted in other people suffering. Many have 

had to protect themselves from having their identity stolen and some have had sensitive medical 

information exposed on the internet. They understandably expect concrete actions to be taken to 

protect them from harm and to restore their security. You could say that their lives have been 

broken and they need help in being restored to wholeness again. 

This kind of impact on others is always the outcome of sin. One of 

the words used in the Bible for sin is ‘hamartia’ which means 

‘missing the mark’. It is a term which is used elsewhere for when you 

shoot an arrow and miss the target. We often use an illustration like 

that found to the right. However, there is a problem with this. It 

assumes that when we miss the target, our arrows fall harmlessly to 

the ground. When this happens, we might say to ourselves, “Oops! 

Missed the target, hopefully I’ll do better next time!” However, the 

reality is that when our behaviour “misses the target”, the arrow usually doesn’t harmlessly fall to the 

ground. When an arrow goes astray, it impales anyone in its way, causing serious damage. I looked 

for a picture of a person who had been hit by an arrow to illustrate this, but they were all too 

gruesome to use. When we “miss the target” in our behaviour, we often cause serious harm to 

others and sometimes to whole communities.  



It is into such a community, broken by sin, that God speaks in Isaiah 11. He speaks condemnation 

for the damage caused by rebellious sin, but He also speaks of healing and restoration. In fact, 

throughout the first twelve chapters of Isaiah you will find an alternation between light and darkness, 

sin and healing. They don’t talk about the good without talking about humanity’s sinfulness. They 

don’t talk about the bad without also proclaiming God’s redeeming grace. Sin brings brokenness to 

all it touches, but God desires to heal that brokenness and bring people into newness of life – peace 

and wholeness the like of which they have never experienced before. Bob talked about this under 

the heading of Gloom to Glory last week and today we will see the same thing unfolded again in a 

slightly different way under the heading of Brokenness to Wholeness. 

Brokenness 

Chapter ten starts with a description of the brokenness in the land of Judah because of the sin of its 

leadership. In their selfish sinfulness, they are using their power and position to take advantage of 

those under them, handing down unjust judgements and robbing the poor of the little they have. I 

think it is important to see that God is not just angry with them because they aren’t following His law. 

He is not throwing a temper tantrum because they are not playing by His rules. He is angry because 

their sin is hurting His people and destroying His holy nation. The nation is broken because they 

have broken it. By this time, God has sent many prophets to warn them of the consequences of 

their sin. They have had some good kings who have followed God and acted justly, but these 

reforms have never lasted. God cannot allow this harm to continue. He must step in to save His 

people from their own leaders and from their own sinfulness.  

To do this, He is going to use the nation of Assyria. Assyria did not acknowledge or follow God, but 

that didn’t limit His control over them! He says, “I will send” – it is very intentional act of God. They 

will become a rod and a staff in His hand to wake up the nation of Judah to its sinfulness. It is 

interesting to notice that God accuses Judah of ‘plundering’ the vulnerable and God will now allow 

the Assyrians to ‘plunder’ them. The punishment matches the crime! However, God will be in control 

of what happens, not Assyria. This is about God’s plan, not Assyria’s plan, as we will see in a 

minute. 

As we look at God’s ways with Judah, I think we can learn some things about God’s ways with us as 

well. As I said earlier, our sin is not just about us, it almost always hurts those around us. Because 

of this, God cannot allow sin to go unchecked. Yes, God does forgive us who are His people. But 

what kind of loving God would allow us to continue to sin, bringing brokenness to ourselves and 

others? God sometimes uses the difficult things which happen to us to wake us up to the sin in our 

lives and draw us back to Him. I think there are two extremes we need to avoid in our thinking. On 

one extreme are those who see a vengeful god who welds his anger and power on anyone who 

doesn’t do what he wants them to do. This god seeks to beat us into submission. The other extreme 

is the impotent god who stands by and watches while we do bad things to others, and they do bad 

things to us. This god is not in control and spends his time mopping up the mess. Neither view does 

justice to our God.  

The God of the Bible is both loving and powerful and is actively involved in ordering our world. He 

has laid down laws to govern our behaviour because He knows what is best for us and for those 

around us and desires us to reflect His goodness and righteousness. He loves us and is patient with 

our failings. However, because He loves all people, He cannot allow us to continue sinning and 

hurting others. Therefore, He is actively working in our lives to transform us to be like Him. 

Sometimes, when we continue to turn away from Him and sin, He must step in to stop us from 

continuing down the path we are travelling. He can use all kinds of things in our lives to show us our 



sinfulness. This path of learning may take us through punishing times. However, these can purify us 

and draw us closer to God if we respond in repentance and trust. 

Healing 

However, this is not the end of the story! God’s plan doesn’t stop there. His ultimate desire is to 

bring healing and restoration. We read: 

When the Lord has completed all His work on Mt Zion and on Jerusalem, He will say, “I will 

punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the pomp of his haughtiness.” 

(10:12) 

God is under no illusions that Assyria is a “nice guy”. Assyria thinks that they are winning these wars 

in their own power and might. Their pride will be their downfall and in time, they will suffer the 

consequences of their own arrogance and rebellion.  

At the time of this word from God through Isaiah, Assyria was the major power in the region, but 

they had not yet reached Israel and Judah. In time, they would totally overrun the northern kingdom 

of Israel and take its people captive because they refused to turn back to God. However, because of 

God’s intervention, the Assyrians would not completely dominate the southern kingdom of Judah. 

They would “trample them down like mud in the streets” (10:6) but not conquer them. Later in Isaiah 

(ch. 36,37) we read what happened. When the Assyrians marched on Jerusalem, a God-fearing 

king, Hezekiah, was ruling. He called out to God and God delivered them from the Assyrians without 

the army of Judah having to do a thing. Later, God would use the Babylonians to utter wipe out the 

Assyrians.  

God assures His people that they do not have to fear the Assyrians. Although the Assyrian nation 

“lifts up his staff against you, the way Egypt did”, one day God’s “staff will be over the sea and He 

will lift it up the way He did in Egypt.” God uses the story of their deliverance from the oppression of 

Egypt to show them that although the Assyrians will oppress them, God would provide a way out. 

God’s staff is always more powerful than the staff of the enemy! 

Did the nation of Judah learn its lesson this time? Unfortunately not. A little over a hundred years 

after God rescued them from the Assyrians, the people of Judah had again sunk into deep rebellion 

against Him. God used the Babylonians to end the kingdom of Judah, destroy the Temple and take 

them into exile for 70 years. But even then, that was not the end of the story. God eventually caused 

the Persians to conquer the Babylonians and the Persians released the Jews from captivity and 

they once again returned to their land and rebuilt Jerusalem and the temple. At the end of the next 

chapter, we read: 

Then it will happen on that day that the Lord  

Will again recover the second time with His hand 

The remnant of His people, who will remain …  

And assemble the banished ones of Israel, 

And will gather the dispersed of Judah 

From the four corners of the earth. (11:11,12) 

There is much discussion among both Jewish and Christian scholars about this prophecy. Was it 

fulfilled with the return from exile at the end of the Old Testament? Yes, there was a return, but 

Israel was always under the domination of an outside power. It never experienced peace and 

prosperity and never regained its former glory. Even the return we see today in the form of the 



secular state of Israel bears little resemblance to God’s holy covenant nation as described in the 

Bible. Whatever your thoughts about this, I think the underlying principle is clear. God’s ultimate 

goal in His dealings with His people is never merely punishment and destruction. These may be 

necessary steps along the way to get us to see our sin in all its seriousness and to bring justice. 

However, because of His great love for us, His goal – for the Jewish nation and for us as Christians 

– is always repentance and restoration. We see this cycle happening over and over again in the Old 

Testament. Unfortunately, it seems that something more is needed to solve the problem once and 

for all. But God knows this and there is still more to His plan! 

You may have noticed that we have jumped over the beginning of chapter 11. Those who first heard 

Isaiah’s words from God – and the many Jewish scholars who studied it in the years to follow – 

easily understood what we have looked at so far. God’s people had sinned; God would punish them 

for their sin; one day God would restore them as a nation under God. It was easy to see how the 

events which followed fulfilled this prophecy.  

But then comes a surprising insertion into the prophecy: 

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, 

And a branch from his roots will bear fruit (11:1) 

This is obviously talking about the kingly line which God established from the son of Jesse, David. 

But this king will be like none other from the line of David as is revealed in the following verses. As 

the Jews studied these and other prophecies, they came to call this king the Messiah, or God’s 

anointed one because “The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him …”.  They saw Him as a human 

descendant of David, but with special divine enabling. We know that Jesus was this Messiah and 

He is fully man and fully God. Because of this, unlike the human kings who regularly failed, the 

Messiah will have “… The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength …” 

which means He will know the right thing to do and have the power to do it. He will also model an 

intimate relationship with God through “… The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. (11:2) 

Wholeness 

But there is more! The Messiah will bring justice and peace beyond anything they could imagine. 

This concept is known in the Bible as “shalom” or ‘wholeness’ or ‘the way things ought to be’. Unlike 

the unjust and evil rulers found in Judah which caused God to be angry for the harm they inflicted,  

He will not judge by what His eyes see, 

Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 

But with righteousness He will judge the poor, 

And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth. (11:3,4) 

And then comes the really incomprehensible part of the Messiah’s rule, for Isaiah says, 

And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, 

And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, 

And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; 

And a little boy will lead them … (and there are a couple more verses of such pictures!) 

They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, 

For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

As the waters cover the sea. (11:6,9) 



As the Messiah’s rule spreads throughout the world, He will heal all divisions and all enmity as He 

brings all into a right knowledge of and relationship with God. I don’t know if this is a description of 

what will literally happen. For instance, will the wolf’s natural diet be changed so that it no longer 

seeks to prey on lambs? Some people think so. Others believe these pictures of unlikely 

relationships are used as a metaphor of the power of the Messiah to change people, heal broken 

relationships, and bring peace where there is war. Either way, this foretells an amazing 

transformation!  

And there is even more to God’s plan! We read that this Messiah is not just confined to the Jewish 

people. 

Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, 

Who will stand as a standard flag for the peoples; 

And his resting place will be glorious. (11:10) 

The just and peaceful rule of the Messiah will draw people of all 

nations to follow Him. Kings and Queens have a standard flag 

to signify their presence and their rule. For instance, when King 

Charles is in residence at Buckingham Palace his flag is flown 

there. Paul quotes from this verse in his explanation of the 

place that the Gentiles have in God’s kingdom (Romans 15:12). 

He uses the Greek translation of the Hebrew text which doesn’t 

talk about a flag, but interprets it to represent the rule of the 

Messiah over the Gentiles.  

Almost 3,000 years before we became Christians, it was prophesied that the Messiah’s rule and 

influence would go beyond the Jewish nation and would include all the nations of the earth, 

including the dozen nations represented here today!  

Jesus’ rule began on the cross and we can begin to know His rule of ‘shalom’, His healing and 

wholeness, now. We do not experience this in totality now. We still live in a sinful world and 

experience its brokenness and its temptations. Sometimes we are no better than the people who 

originally listened to Isaiah. Sometimes God has to take us through some difficult times to help us to 

see our sin and teach us to follow Him. However, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we 

know more of the Messiah’s rule and healing and wholeness than Isaiah ever did. We are a part of 

the spreading goodness of Jesus’ kingdom. And, we have the future hope that one day, we will live 

in His ‘shalom’ in all its glory, for “his resting place will be glorious”. (11:10)  

Our Response 

So, how should we respond to what we read in these chapters of Isaiah? Well, it just happens that 

Isaiah tells us. After this extended discussion in these two chapters, Isaiah breaks into praise in 

chapter 12. I think the only fitting way to end this time is to join him in his praise of God for His 

wonderful salvation.  

Isaiah 12 

1    Then you will say on that day, 

    “I will give thanks to You, O LORD; 

    For although You were angry with me, 

    Your anger is turned away, 

    And You comfort me. 



2   “Behold, God is my salvation, 

    I will trust and not be afraid; 

    For the LORD GOD is my strength and song, 

    And He has become my salvation.” 
3   Therefore you will joyously draw water 

    From the springs of salvation. 
4   And in that day you will say, 

    “Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. 

    Make known His deeds among the peoples; 

    Make them remember that His name is exalted.” 
5   Praise the LORD in song,  

    for He has done ]excellent things; 

    Let this be known throughout the earth. 
6   Cry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,  

   (O inhabitant of south-west Sydney!) 

   For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 


