
 

 

THE OBEDIENCE OF THE SERVANT – Isaiah 50:4-11; Matthew 26:36-46 

Becky Douglass (11/12/2022) 

As we mentioned last week, Isaiah includes four “Servant Songs”, passages which are 

written in lyric poetry like the Psalms which all refer to the Lord’s Servant, a person or group 

of people who will be sent by God to bring salvation and restoration. Last week, we looked 

at the first two of these. We explored the identity and mission of the Servant and saw that 

they find their primary fulfillment in Jesus, the Messiah. But we also have a role as we serve 

God by witnessing to God’s salvation and life in Jesus. 

Today, as we move into the final two Servant Songs, we will look at how the Servant will 

accomplish His mission. Over the years, the Jews had built a picture of the Servant, of the 

Messiah, as a warrior king who would free them from their enemies and re-establish the 

independent, victorious kingdom of Israel. And as you read through Isaiah, you can 

understand why they thought this. Isaiah speaks of God’s victory over the enemies of His 

people. It talks of Him ruling in justice and power. It proclaims freedom for the captives and 

peace for the land. This is what they longed for and prayed for and hoped for. But God 

knew their problem was deeper than the external oppression they could see. He knew that 

even if they were free from the Assyrians, or the Persians or the Greeks or the Romans, 

they would still be enslaved to their own sin and the pull of worldly corruption. Freedom 

from political oppression would not bring them true peace and joy. They needed something 

which would bring a different kind of victory, a victory over slavery to sin. The methods the 

Servant would use to bring them true freedom would surprise them. It would require the 

sacrificial obedience of the Servant. 

The will of God and the obedience of His Servant 

God’s desire is always to teach us and give us wisdom for living. In Isaiah 50, as in James, 

we see that God desires to give wisdom and understanding, to guide us into the best way to 

live. However, when God tried to guide His people, they refused to listen and rebelled 

against God, but the Servant is not like that. 

The Sovereign LORD has spoken to me, and I have listened. 

I have not rebelled or turned away. (v. 5) 



The Servant listens to God’s will and responds with obedience.  We see this listening in the 

life of Jesus. He often went away on His own to pray and listen to His Father. He repeatedly 

said that He only did what the Father told Him to do and in this He modelled true 

obedience. As He followed His Father’s will, He was very aware of the suffering which was 

coming. But instead of rebelling, He responds with obedience. Just before the cross he 

says, 

My Father! If this cup cannot be taken away unless I drink it, your will be done.  

(Matthew 26:42) 

These words emphasis his loving relationship with the Father and his willing submission to 

His will. Jesus knew what was coming. He knew there would be physical pain. He knew 

there would be personal shame. He knew that He would need to become totally vulnerable, 

and it would look like He had failed completely. But He still chose to submit to the Father’s 

will in total obedience. 

The help of God and the trust of the Servant 

How could Jesus, the Servant of God, obey like this? Only because He knew without a 

doubt that He did not have to face it alone. 

… the Sovereign LORD helps me … 

… He who gives me justice is near … 

See, the Sovereign LORD is on my side! (v. 7-9) 

The Servant trusted that whatever God required, God would make possible. He trusted that 

there was a bigger story, that the suffering and the cross was not the end. He trusted the 

love and power of God to be greater than the suffering of sin and even death. He trusted 

the Father to be working for Him even when it looked like He was defeated. 

Did that make it easy for Jesus to face the cross? No! As we look at Jesus in the garden, 

we see a man stretched to His limits. 

He told them (the disciples), “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death ...” 

Have you ever felt that way? Totally crushed with the pain of loss or disappointment or 

failure? When it seems that to die would be the easiest way out? The only way out? Jesus 

knows what that’s like. 

“My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. 

Jesus never minimises the pain He is facing, and He never faces it pretending that is will be 

easy. He would have avoided the cross if there was any other way salvation could be won. 

This is not rebellion – it is simply the acknowledgement of the level of real suffering that He 

knew he was going to face. Sometimes I think we are tempted to think that because Jesus 

was God, the suffering He faced wasn’t as bad for Him as it would have been for us. Not so. 

Jesus, the human being, felt the suffering fully – physical, mental, relational. It is hard for us 

to fully comprehend the relationship between God the Father and God the Son and 

between Jesus the man and Jesus the Son of God. We can’t understand it with our limited 

human minds. But we know that Jesus the man responded to God the Father in perfect 

obedience and trust as He went to the cross. We also know that Jesus as God, along with 



God, the Father, and God, the Holy Spirit, really suffered at the cross. However, Jesus, the 

Servant of God, trusted God to enable Him to face the suffering and remain obedient until 

the end. He wanted most of all to be obedient to the will of God. 

Yet I want your will to be done, not mine” (Matthew 26:38) 

To summarise, we can see that Jesus, as the perfect Servant of God, responded with 

perfect obedience to the God’s will for Him. 

• He acknowledged the pain he was about to face. He didn’t pretend it was nothing. 

• He prayed to God about what He was facing. He looked to God to be His help. 

• He asked the disciples to pray with Him. He knew that there is real help to be found 

in shared prayer. 

• He moved forward in obedience. He trusted God’s promise to help Him. 

His absolute trust in his Father enabled Him to obey and know that the end result would 

vindicate Him and bring salvation to the nations. For a while, it might look like He was 

defeated, but in the end everything would turn on it head and He would be victorious! 

Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. 

Therefore, I have set my face like a stone, determined to do his will. 

And I know that I will not be put to shame. (v.7) 

Following in the Footsteps of the Servant 

Isaiah now makes a dramatic 180 degree turn from looking at the Servant, to looking at His 

readers. He has given us insight into the mind and heart of the Servant, and we have seen 

His willing obedience and absolute trust in God – even in the face of suffering and shame. 

And now, it is as if Isaiah suddenly turns around and asks, “What about you? Will you trust 

God completely and obey Him no matter the cost? Will you follow in the footsteps of the 

Servant?” 

Who among you fears the LORD and obeys his Servant? 

If you are walking in darkness, without a ray of light, 

trust in the LORD and rely on your God. (v. 10) 

We are now called to obey the Servant as He has obeyed God. Just like the Servant, that 

obedience will sometimes take us along difficult paths. The next steps can be shrouded in 

darkness. And yet, just like the Servant himself, we can trust God completely, even when 

we can’t see the way ahead. We may seem to be walking all alone in darkness, and yet 

God is with us and He will show us the way step by step.  

What might these choices to obey look like? Maybe they are big things like choosing to trust 

God when facing some kind of tragedy – sickness, financial problems, or a relationship 

breakdown. Or it may be smaller, everyday things. It might be a choice you make in how to 

use your time and money, choosing to follow God’s call to be generous in giving to others 

and serving the church. Non-Christian family and friends may not understand what you are 

doing. I know of some who have been given a smaller share in a will because their family 

didn’t want them to “waste” the money on Christian things. Or maybe you choose to act 

differently than those around you as you seek to live according to God’s morality rather than 



the world’s changing morality. This can bring ridicule and isolation. When you suffer 

wrongdoing, you have a choice to retaliate or to love. God doesn’t ask us to stay in an 

abusive situation or to excuse criminal behaviour, but He does tell us that we must leave 

vengeance to Him and trust Him to care for us. If we let go of the bitterness and anger, He 

can bring us healing, peace and the ability to forgive. None of these things are easy, and all 

may cost us dearly, but we have the promise that they are possible if we trust God. 

Isaiah warns us of one more real temptation we will face in those dark, difficult places. We 

will be tempted to make our own light. 

But watch out, you who live in your own light and warm yourselves by your own fires. 

This is the reward you will receive from me: You will soon fall down in great torment. 

(v. 11) 

When we live in our own light, we are not trusting God to give us His light. When we make 

our own light, we are seeking our own way out of the situation and in fact, we are rebellion 

against God and His will. We are not trusting Him to keep us and defend us in the midst of 

the difficulties we face. We are not believing that there will come a day when He will bring 

us out of shame and grief and we will see what He has been doing all along. 

But we are not the first to choose to radically trust God. The Servant has done it before us. 

As we look at Him, we can learn from the Servant what it means to trust and obey God. Like 

Him: 

• It is OK for us to acknowledge the pain. We are not called to have a stiff upper lip or 

hide our pain. 

• We need to go to the Father in prayer and listen to Him - first. This is the only way 

we will know the way ahead He has planned for us. 

• God has also given us each other so that we can pray together. I hope that we are 

able to be better supports to each other than the disciples were to Jesus. 

• Then, we can move forward, trusting that He knows what He is doing, and He is with 

us. 

If we trust God and obey Him, we will have the reward of vindication and restoration and, 

one day, glorification with Him – just like the Servant. However, if we choose to go our own 

way in rebellion against God, we will know true darkness and torment away from the 

presence of Him. The blessing is that God wants us to do His will because He knows it is 

best for us and so He is always ready to forgive us and guide us back onto the right path. 

We can never place ourselves totally out of reach of God’s love. 

In this obedience, we are called to follow in the footsteps of the One who has gone before. 

We are not heading out into unchartered territory alone. As I was thinking about this, I 

thought of another “snow” illustration! It must be all the Christmas music I am hearing about 

“dashing through the snow” and “walking in a winter wonderland” 😊 

Anyway, when snow gets really deep, it is actually quite dangerous to go walking in. You 

don’t know how deep it is. The depth can vary quite a bit if the snow has been blown 

around. You don’t know what is under the snow. There may be obstacles in your way that 

could injure you. You can step in a hollow that is filled in with snow and suddenly disappear! 



You can’t see paths or roads, so it is easy to get lost. If you are not very familiar with the 

landscape, it is unwise to head out into deep snow. And, walking through deep snow is 

exhausting as you sink with every step, and it slips and slides under you.  

However, if someone who does know where they are going, goes in front of you, the 

situation changes completely. As they go in front, they make a path for you to follow. They 

move the snow aside so that you don’t have to push through it. They discover the obstacles 

and hollows so that you can see and be prepared. In short, they have already done all the 

hard work, you just have to follow in their footsteps.  

So it is with us and Jesus, God’s Servant. He has gone before us, obeying the Father, 

suffering the pain and shame and has come out the other side into victory. Because of what 

He has done, we know the end of the story. We have seen how God remains faithful and 

brings victory out of defeat, peace out of sorrow. He has shown us how to do it and He has 

blazed the path for us.  

Conclusion 

The final Servant Song found in Isaiah 52 and 53 takes us deeper into the suffering – and 

the exaltation – of the Servant. The Jews did not know what to do with this song because 

they could not imagine God’s Servant, sent to rescue them and restore them, could do so 

through suffering and shame. We who look back on it from this side of the cross, still 

struggle to understand all that God did through the death and resurrection of Jesus. We are 

often still reluctant to trust God and obey Him with the same radical obedience of the 

Servant even though we have seen the end of the story – or at least the beginning of the 

end. The story of the Servant has not finished yet! We will look at that next week. 

To help us, God has given us a way to remember His death and resurrection through the 

Lord’s Supper. The bread and the wine are ways to remember His sacrifice for us and to 

receive anew His forgiveness for our sins. In this remembering, we also share in His victory 

and new life. Because He was obedient, we now live and are enabled to be obedient 

ourselves and join in His work of salvation and restoration in this world. Because He trusted 

God, we can now trust God so that no matter where He leads us, we know He is with us.  

As we prepare for Communion, we will read through the final Servant Song together. It is a 

beautiful mix of sorrow and joy, suffering and victory. May it speak to our hearts and give us 

courage to follow in His footsteps. 

 

 

  



The Song of the Suffering Servant  

(Isaiah 52:13-53:12) 

God’s Amazing Servant 

13    See, my servant will prosper; he will be highly exalted. 
14    But many were amazed when they saw him. 
     His face was so disfigured he seemed hardly human, 
       and from his appearance, one would scarcely know he was a man. 
15    And he will startle many nations. Kings will stand speechless in his presence. 
     For they will see what they had not been told; 
      they will understand what they had not heard about. 

The Rejection of the Servant 

1    Who has believed our message? To whom has the Lord revealed his powerful arm? 
2     My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender green shoot,  
      like a root in dry ground. 
    There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance,  
      nothing to attract us to him. 
3    He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. 
    We turned our backs on him and looked the other way.  
    He was despised, and we did not care. 

The Purpose of His Suffering 

4    Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. 
    And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 
5    But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. 
    He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 
6    All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. 
    Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all. 

The Extent of His Suffering 

7    He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. 
    He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. 
    And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
8    Unjustly condemned, he was led away. 
    No one cared that he died without descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. 
    But he was struck down for the rebellion of my people. 
9    He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone. 
    But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave. 

The Triumph of the Servant 

10  But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. 
    Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many descendants. 
    He will enjoy a long life, and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 
11  When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. 
    And because of his experience, my righteous servant will make it possible 
      for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 
12  I will give him the honours of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death. 
    He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels. 


