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Verse 1  

A light has dawned, shattered the darkness  

Heaven has sent the promised one  

Son of man, son of the Father  

The light of the world has come  

Chorus  

The heavens declare, angels proclaim  

Shepherds cry out, the Christ has come to save  

He is our light, he is our hope  

He is our gift of life  

Jesus is his name, Jesus is his name  

Verse 2  

Immanuel, clothed in our likeness  

Humbled himself, to make God known  

Death he chose, paying our ransom  

Rising to claim his own  

Verse 3  

The prince of peace, hope of the nations  

Justice and grace for rich and poor  

He will reign, ever exalted  

Jesus the risen Lord!  

Alternate Chorus  

So let us declare, boldly proclaim  

Sing and cry out: "the Christ has come to save"  

He is our light, he is our hope  

He is our gift of life  

Jesus is his name, Jesus is his name  

Jesus is his name, Jesus is his name 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EQfqseU2qA


As we listen to this song, we are reminded of some of the things we have been discovering 

in Isaiah about the Redeemer whom God would send into the world. This Redeemer will be: 

Light of the World, Promised One, the Christ (this is Greek for Messiah), Immanuel, Prince 

of Peace, Hope of the Nations, Life. As we have looked at these passages a bit deeper, we 

have seen the richness of Isaiah’s picture of the one who would come from God. 

This morning we will look at one final passage; one which Jesus would quote about himself 

and his ministry. Previous to this event, Jesus has been travelling around the area of 

Galilee in the role of an itinerate religious teacher. It seems that he had also been doing 

some miracles, although the only one recorded is when he turned water into wine at the 

wedding in Canaan. Now he returns to Nazareth, the town where He grew up. Nazareth 

would have had a population of about 400 people who were mainly poor farmers and 

labourers. He had lived among them for at least 25 years and His family probably still 

resided there. They had heard stories of what had happened in other places and were keen 

to see for themselves how this boy they knew had become the man people were talking 

about. 

On the Sabbath, Jesus attended the synagogue and, in acknowledgement of his reputation 

as a religious teacher, he was given the honour of reading and talking about a portion of 

Scripture. I expect most people felt a bit like we parents did when our children performed in 

the school musical or were given an award for academic or sporting excellence – rather 

proud of the good job we did in raising such a star! They were ready to be impressed but 

they knew He was just an ordinary man from their ordinary, little town. At least that is what 

they thought. 

Jesus unrolls the scroll of Isaiah He is given and begins to read. His listeners would have 

listened and nodded their heads as this was a popular passage which promised them that 

the Messiah would come to rescue them from their oppressors and restore them to their 

God-ordained prominence among the nations. In the midst of their suffering from the harsh 

rule of the Romans, they liked to hear these promises of a better future. But then Jesus 

caused them to sit up in surprise when He sat down to teach and proclaimed, “Today this 

Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Matthew 4:21) What was Jesus saying? Was 

He claiming to be the one Isaiah was talking about – the Messiah?  

Let’s take a look at what Jesus was claiming for Himself. He begins with a claim about His 

calling and power: 

“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, because he anointed me to … (Matthew 4:18) 

Jesus is saying that He has been chosen and empowered for His mission by God. This is 

not something He has taken on himself. Several times in Isaiah we have seen that the 

Messiah or the Servant will be able to carry out His task because of God’s gift of His Spirit. 

God will enable what God calls Him to do. And what is it that God will do through the 

Messiah? 

Jesus came to REDEEM 

Firstly, He would come to bring good news to those of low status, the poor and the humble. 

Those in captivity would be released, those in darkness would be brought into the light and 

those oppressed would be freed. In Jesus’ day, these thoughts would have been 



interpreted as relating to rescue from the Roman occupation. They longed to be a free and 

independent nation once again. They thought that if that happened, all their problems would 

be over. 

But if they thought back further into the Law given by God to Moses, they would know that 

these things actually referred to something else – to “the favourable year of the LORD” or 

the Year of Jubilee. (Leviticus 25) When God gave instructions to Moses on how His people 

were to live, He gave them a rhythm of work and rest and restoration. Every seven days, 

God’s people were to rest and do no work. This was called the Sabbath day. In a similar 

way, every seventh year was to be a Sabbath Year in which they were let the land rest by 

not sowing any crops. To make this year of rest possible, God promised that He would 

ensure that the food they harvested on the sixth year would be enough for them to live off 

for two years until they could sow and harvest again. This required them to trust God to 

provide as He said He would.  

Then after seven cycles of seven years, on the 50th year, they were to observe the Year of 

Jubilee. This was an additional Sabbath Year of rest and renewal for the land, but also a 

year of restoration for the people. In those days, if you went into debt, you would sell some 

of the family property or even sell yourself as a servant in order to raise the money needed 

to pay back the debts. However, in the Year of Jubilee, all property was to revert to the 

original family owners and all servants were to be freed. Therefore, the “sales” were really 

leases, not absolute sales, and the amount of money raised reflected the number of years 

until the next Year of Jubilee. The idea behind this was to make sure that families did not 

permanently lose their inheritance of land, that families were not locked into servitude, and 

that the wealth was not consolidated into the hands of a few people. The Year of Jubilee 

was a year in which people had a chance to start over again. There was a chance to 

restore livelihoods and reset fortunes. Unfortunately, although this was God’s plan, we have 

no record that Israel ever actually observed either the Sabbath Year or the Year of Jubilee. 

They never trusted God enough to take care of them or cared enough for each other to let 

go of any wealth they had gained.  

Before they would trust God or care for each other, they needed redemption from their 

biggest problem, the oppression and destruction of sin. Paul, in his letters, talks about us 

being enslaved to sin and our minds blinded or darkened by sin, both of these leading to 

separation from God and death. We all need to be set free from spiritual captivity and 

oppression. We need to be brought into God’s light so that we can see the right way to live. 

Jesus’ listeners thought their biggest need was freedom from the Romans, but Jesus would 

show them that their need went much deeper, to the poverty of their own souls. They 

needed freedom from the power and guilt of sin – and so do we. 

As Jesus’s life unfolded, they would see Him displaying God’s love through His miracles of 

healing and His care for those of the lowest status. They would see Him freeing people 

from the bondage of sickness and sin. And one day, they would see Him die on a cross, the 

greatest symbol of Roman oppression, because of their own rejection of Him. They would 

think that He had failed in His work of bringing redemption. But then He would proclaim His 



victory over sin and death by rising again and opening the way for us to know true 

redemption through faith in Him. 

This redemption is a wonderful thing … but it is not the end of the Messiah’s task. Look with 

me at Isaiah 61, the passage which Jesus is quoting from. The first half of verse two says: 

To proclaim the favourable year of the LORD  

(this was the end of Jesus’ reading but not the end of the sentence!) 

And the day of vengeance of our God;  (Isaiah 61:2) 

Jesus stopped His reading in the middle of a sentence! Why did He do that? Because His 

first coming to earth only accomplished the first half of the Messiah’s role. He redeemed us 

from sin and set us free from captivity to it, but there is more. Jesus also began the work of 

restoring us to the way life was intended to be. This will only be completed when He comes 

again to bring in a new heaven and a new earth. 

As I was preparing this sermon this week, I watched a news report on the war in Ukraine. It 

is hard to imagine what they are living through there. But as I watched I came to realise 

something that helped me to understand the Messiah’s work of redeeming and restoring.  

Many cities were initially captured by the Russians as they invaded the Ukrainian territory. 

Life under this occupying force was brutal. The people were terrorised, tortured, and killed. 

The infrastructure was destroyed and anything worth taking was looted. But then, the 

Ukrainian army fought back and there was great joy when cities were freed from the 

Russians. There were pictures of the joy of those rescued and set free. But did life 

immediately go back to what it was like before the Russians came? How could it? Their 

houses are destroyed, there is no clean running water, no regular supplies of food and 

medicine, and limited electricity and heating. Winning freedom from the Russians is just the 

beginning of a long process of rebuilding and restoring the houses, the infrastructure, the 

lives of the people of Ukraine. Even if the fighting stopped and the Russians withdrew 

tomorrow, the impact of the war would go on for decades.  

This is true for our lives as well. When Jesus died and rose again to free us from the power 

and guilt of sin, it was a wonderful victory. But sin has brought great brokenness to our lives 

that needs healing and restoring. We live in a world which has been twisted and broken by 

sin and this impacts our lives every day. Jesus came to redeem us, and now, He continues 

to come into our lives to restore us back to wholeness again. This is an on-going process 

which will only know completion when He comes again in victory. This work of restoration is 

what is talked about in the second half of Isaiah’s description of the work of the Messiah. 

There are both negative and positive aspects of the restoration of the Messiah. On the 

negative side, we read that He comes to bring “the day of vengeance of our God”. As we 

read this, it is important not to confuse vengeance with vindictiveness and revenge. Jesus 

is not out to “get people” for the wrong they have done. Rather, His job is to hold people 

accountable for their actions which have gone against His will and hurt others. Examples of 

this on a human level are the war crimes trials after World War Two or the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission after the abolishment of apartheid in South Africa. These were 



crucial in bringing healing and hope to the survivors of these terribly sinful and destructive 

situations. They brought to light the wrong-doing and administered punishment, reparation 

and reconciliation. One day, Jesus will be the true and fair Judge and all wrongs done will 

be made right. 

But there is more, for as well as judging those who have done wrong, Jesus will comfort 

and renew those who have been wronged. As we read the rest of Isaiah 61, we see some 

beautiful pictures of restoration.  

• Mourning to joy: Instead of being covered with ashes of mourning, those who have 

been redeemed will be given celebratory garlands of flowers; instead of the scent of 

death, they will have the scent of gladness; instead of people seeing their despair, 

they will see praise like a cloak covering them. 

• Sinfulness to righteousness: Their sinfulness will be cut down and oaks of 

righteousness will grow instead – planted by God himself. 

• Destruction to rebuilding: Because of sin, lives and cities have been destroyed, but 

now those will be rebuilt, and the focus will be on the worship and service of God. 

• Shame to honour: When God’s people do not obey Him, they open themselves up to 

ridicule by those around them, but as God restores them in righteousness, they will 

be honoured as witnesses to God’s goodness.  

• Outcasts to belonging: Once God’s people were a people without a home, but now 

they will find a home in God and rest secure in their inheritance as God’s beloved. 

Do we, as God’s people today, experience the fulness of this restoration yet? No. However, 

we can know substantial levels of healing and restoration now. The presence of the Holy 

Spirit does bring God’s peace and love into our lives. The honour and belonging we find in 

Him is real and can make a significant difference to our spiritual and mental health. He is in 

the business of healing relationships and broken hearts even now. But the fulness of His 

restoration is something we must trust Him to bring in the future. As we read at the very end 

of the Bible: 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God 

Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes: and 

there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or 

pain: for the first things have passed away.” And He who sits on the throne said, 

“Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these things are faithful 

and true.” (Revelation 20:4-6)  

What a day that will be! 

Our response 

So, what does all this mean for us today? If we accept that Jesus is the Messiah, who came 

into the world to bring redemption and still comes to us to bring restoration and will one day 

bring us to complete restoration, how should we respond? 



We can think about it in terms of our goals to BELIEVE, LIVE and SHARE. 

• BELIEVE: We must acknowledge our need of redemption and restoration – our need 

of the Messiah, Jesus. We are sinners, enslaved and destroyed by sin and can do 

nothing to save ourselves. Therefore, we must accept Him and His salvation by faith 

and with thanksgiving.  

• LIVE – Once He has redeemed us, then He will begin the process of restoring us to 

wholeness. This takes time and we must trust Him to be at work in our lives. Day by 

day and step by step, He will transform us and fill us with His joy and peace. And we 

must trust Him that one day, all wrongs will be righted and all that is broken will be 

made whole. 

• SHARE – We have a message of hope for the world, and we need to share it! We 

can be channels of God’s redemption and restoration to a hurting world. What a 

privilege!  

Conclusion 

As we finish, I find myself thinking back to those people in Nazareth who had watched 

Jesus grow up in their midst. Now they were hearing Him claim to be the Messiah – to be 

the one who could bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, light to those in 

darkness, freedom for the oppressed. They couldn’t imagine how this could be possible. 

Jesus was just an ordinary man from their ordinary, little town.  

And yet, I wonder if this encounter did leave some of them very thoughtful. Even as a child, 

had they noticed his care for the ones no one else cared for, his encouragement for those 

who struggled, his desire to put things right?  Somehow, I think that those who were open 

to God might have noticed something about Jesus and decided to watch and see what 

happened, even if they rejected the possibility of his Messiahship to begin with. We know 

that at least one person who would have been there that day did, one who would have 

known Jesus better than most – his half-brother James who ended up leading the church in 

Jerusalem and writing the book of James in the New Testament. In time, and with God’s 

help, some of the most sceptical came to trust in Jesus, the Messiah.  

I pray that this year as we remember and celebrate the coming of the Messiah, you will 

experience His redeeming and restoring work in your life in new ways. 


