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JESUS IS OUR HOPE WHEN EVERYTHING’S NOT AWESOME 

John 11:1-46 

Becky Douglass (12/03/2023) 

If you have grandchildren, there is a chance you may have seen the Lego movies with 

them. They are very clever and much of the humour works for adults as well. Quite a bit of 

the animation was done here in Australia, and it is excellent. There is one annoying thing, 

however, with The Lego Movie – it has a theme song that sticks in your mind forever! The 

main phrase, which is repeated over and over and over again is “Everything is awesome!” 

Emmett, the hero of the show, starts out going through life thinking everything is awesome, 

even when it is obvious that it isn’t. He doesn’t have a family – everything is awesome! His 

friends forget his name – everything is awesome! He pays $32 for his morning cup of coffee 

– everything is awesome! In fact, it isn’t just Emmett who thinks this way, everyone in the 

Lego world, looks at life through rose-coloured glasses. 

But of course, it wouldn’t be a good movie without conflict. Emmett soon gets jolted out of 

his predictable world and has to work together with a mixed bunch of characters to save the 

world from the bad guys. All ends well, of course, except that the movie ends with a hint that 

the might be more trouble on the horizon. 

The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part begins with that trouble destroying their world and 

Emmett and his friends are thrust back into the action. Some of them are kidnapped and 

things go very badly and so they sing a different version of the song, “Everything’s not 

awesome. I’m so depressed. What’s the point. There’s no hope. Love’s not real. I just want 

to eat carbs. Pass the ice cream.” They’ve run into trouble and given up trying … until 

Emmett comes to the rescue and they work together to solve their problems. Then 

everything is awesome again! 

This shows us two ways we often deal with difficulties. Sometimes we try to gloss over our 

pain and act like nothing’s the matter. We keep a smile on our face and ignore our feelings. 

Other times we just give up and look for some way to numb the pain. But how should we 

deal with them as believers in Jesus? Our Bible reading today tells the story of Mary and 

Martha and their brother Lazarus and what they learned about what is means to believe in 

Jesus in the midst of the biggest difficulty this life can throw at us – death. In the midst of 
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facing death, Jesus makes His fifth “I AM” statement: “I am the resurrection and the life”. I 

encourage you to take a few minutes to read the story now. Try to imagine yourself as one 

of the disciples or one of Mary and Martha’s friends as they watch this unfold. Let’s learn 

from their experience. 

A Question: Did Jesus let Lazarus die, and his sisters grieve, for His own benefit?  

Before we go any further, I think it is important to answer this question. On reading this 

story, one could get the impression that Jesus was callous and manipulated events for His 

own benefit. That He delayed going to Lazarus until he had died, just so that He could show 

people He had the power to raise Lazarus from the dead. But I don’t think that’s the case. 

There is a bit of debate on where Jesus was when He heard of Lazarus’s illness. Last week 

we read that, “Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been 

baptizing in the early days.” (John 10:40) Some feel this was only about a day’s journey 

from Bethany where Mary, Marth and Lazarus lived. Other’s think it was further north, more 

like three days’ journey. Either way, most commentators feel that Lazarus died before Jesus 

could have reached him even if he had started out immediately. The reason Jesus delayed 

travelling to Bethany was not to let Lazarus die, but to allow enough time to pass so that 

there could be no question that Lazarus was really dead. People were usually wrapped up 

and put in the tomb the same day they died. If Jesus had arrived within a day or two of 

Lazarus’ death, there might have been suspicions that he wasn’t really dead, just 

unconscious. However, we’re told that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days when 

Jesus arrived and had begun to decay. There could be no question that Lazarus was really 

dead. Yes, it was hard on the sisters to have to wait for four days before Jesus arrived, but 

the certainty of Lazarus’ death meant that they, the disciples, and those around them were 

then brought to a greater certainty of Jesus’ power than they would have had otherwise. It 

was for their benefit that Jesus delayed, not His own. 

Jesus’s responses to grief 

Jesus arrives to find the family and friend of Lazarus in deep mourning, overcome with their 

grief. How does He respond to this?  

First, we see Jesus’ compassion for Mary and Martha coming from His love for them. 

Lazarus is called his “dear friend” (v. 3) and we are told that “Jesus loved Martha and her 

sister and Lazarus.” (v. 5) The ties between them are strong. This love controls Jesus’ 

actions and causes Him to travel to Bethany even though this brought Him very close to the 

religious leaders in Jerusalem who were seeking to kill Him. His disciples remind Him of this 

danger, but Jesus’ love drives Him to go anyway. And this love causes Him to identify with 

their sorrow and grief. Their tears, bring tears to His own eyes. He doesn’t condemn their 

grief; He joins with them and “weeps with those who weep”. (Romans 12:15) His response 

dignified their grief and acknowledged the pain of death. 

Secondly, Jesus responds to their questions with new revelations about Himself and His 

plans. He tells His disciples and the sisters that the end result, the ultimate purpose of this 

event was not death and grief, but the revelation of the glory of God. He lifts their eyes up 

from what was happening right at the moment and helps them to see that more is going on 

than they can see right at that moment. It is not that their loss and grief is not important, but 
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that it is only part of the story. And then Jesus helps them to live in the midst of their pain by 

revealing more about Himself as He says, “I am the resurrection and the life”. Their reaction 

to this statement, tells us that they don’t understand all this involves, but it gives them 

something to hold on to. Martha’s responds with a declaration of faith: “I do believe that you 

are the Messiah, the Son of God, who was to come into the world”. (v. 27) She hangs on to 

Him even though she doesn’t fully understand. But through this experience, she will come 

to know Jesus more and in ways she could not have done any other way. Sometimes our 

greatest growth in trust and knowledge of God comes through our lowest moments as we 

see God at work in new ways.  

Finally, we see that Jesus does not accept the tragedy of death. As he sees the grief and 

pain of those around Him, He is “deeply moved” (v. 33,38) This is probably a rather tame 

translation. The meaning is much closer to anger. Death is not the way He created things to 

be. He is angered by the destruction of sin and unbelief and determines, at least 

temporarily, to undo that destruction and bring Lazarus back to life again. As he yells, 

“Lazarus, come out!” (v. 43,44), death must surrender to His power. Of course, Lazarus will 

die again one day, but for a moment, death is defeated, and Jesus is victorious. We can 

only imagine the impact on those watching. They go from the depths of despair to the 

heights of joy as they see the power of Jesus and the hope of life in Him. 

So, we’ve seen that Jesus’ response does not ignore or downplay grief. He grieves with 

them because the separation of death is the result of sin, not His good plan for this world.  

But, He knows that death does not have to be the final reality. He wants his friends – and 

us! – to see the bigger picture and know that there is something more to look forward to. He 

is ultimately the victor over sin and we can benefit from that victory. This gives us hope. 

Our hope in grief 

We will inevitably face grief in this world. Sometimes, like Mary and Martha, that grief 

comes from death invading our world and cutting us off from those we love. But grief can 

come from other things as well. The death of a dream or the loss of a job. The ending of a 

relationship or the realisation of wrongs done to us. The crush of chronic pain or the slow 

diminishment of our capabilities. Any kind of loss can bring us grief. What can we learn from 

this story that can help us as we face our grief? 

Firstly, we can trust Jesus’s compassion for us. Over and over in the Bible we see that He 

loves us, He knows us, and He hears us when we cry out to Him. He does not leave us 

alone. But there is more. As we saw in this situation, He also feels what we feel. Isaiah, as 

he reminds the people how God has cared for them, says, 

He became their Saviour. In all their suffering he also suffered, and He personally 

rescued them. In his love and mercy he redeemed them. He lifted them up and carried 

them through all the years. (Isaiah 63:8,9)  

What a picture of our compassionate God! 

Secondly, in the midst of our grief, we should be open to what God might be wanting to 

reveal to us. God is able to use everything in our lives to teach us more about Himself and 

His plans. He wants to take us deeper into relationship with Him and teach us to trust Him 
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more. Sometimes we can only learn these lessons in the hard times because it is only when 

we are at the end of ourselves that we look to Him and see what we need to learn. He 

wants us to experience His love, to trust His purposes, to rely on His strength. If we are 

open to His revelation, then difficult times are never wasted, never without some benefits for 

us. 

And finally, we can rest in His victory. Jesus is greater than sin and death, and nothing will 

defeat Him. He responds to Martha’s grief with His statement of hope (v. 25,26): 

I am the resurrection and the life. 

(FUTURE) 

Those who believe in me will live,  

even though they die; 

(PRESENT) 

and those who live and believe in me  

will never die. 

 

Martha was right when she affirmed her belief in the resurrection on the last day.  

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 

death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with 

Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. (1 Thessalonians 4:13,14) 

Jesus’s death and resurrection assures our resurrection. Even though we die, we can be 

sure that we will rise again to live with Him forever. This is our hope for the future. 

But that is not all that Jesus says. He goes beyond what Martha hopes for, saying He is the 

life that we can have right now. If we believe in Him, we can live in Him and have His live 

flowing through us, overcoming the death of sin. We can have God’s life now, we don’t have 

to wait until the resurrection of the last day. 

Do you believe this? When grief threatens to overwhelm you, can you trust this? When we 

face the hard times, that is when we discover what we really believe, what we really trust in. 

But God will meet us there. We can trust His love and presence. We can trust the truth He 

reveals to us. We can trust the hope of new life now and forever with Him. 

Conclusion 

Unlike the characters in the Lego movies, we don’t have to pretend that everything is 

awesome, nor do we have to give in to despair when everything’s not awesome. The 

answer to that despair in the movie is working together and being a part of a team that 

cares for each other. And that is a good thing. That is why God puts us in a community of 

fellow believers, the church. We need to be like Jesus and weep with those who weep. We 

need to support each other through the hard times. 

But as wonderful as this community is, we need something more to handle the reality that 

everything’s not awesome. We need the One who is the resurrection and the life. As 

wonderful as your support is, you can’t give me God’s life, or promise resurrection after 

physical death. Only Jesus can do that as He gives us Himself – unreservedly and 

unconditionally. Jesus is our hope when everything’s not awesome. 


