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JESUS IS OUR ESCORT INTO THE FATHER’S PRESENCE 

John 13:31-14:7; Hebrews 10:19-23 
Becky Douglass (19/03/2023) 

For the past two months we have been looking at the seven “I AM” sayings of Jesus that 

are found in the Gospel of John. Today we’ll look at the sixth one. But before we do that, I’d 

like to review the five sayings we’ve looked at so far. 

1. I AM the bread of life. Just as physical bread meets our physical need for 

nourishment and life, Jesus is God’s provision for our deepest need – eternal life. 

2. I AM the light of the world. Just as the sun gives life to the earth and enables us to 

see what is around us, so Jesus is our source of life and truth. 

3. I AM the gate for the sheep. Jesus is our way into life under God’s care – protecting 

us from evil and uniting us with the shepherd. 

4. I AM the good shepherd. Jesus is our security because nothing can take us away 

from Him. 

5. I AM the resurrection and the life. Jesus feels the pain of sin’s destruction with us 

and He is our hope when everything’s not awesome – now and forever. 

As we look at all of these, we can see a couple of themes emerging – themes of life, 

provision, security, hope and truth. We’ll see some of these themes continue today as we 

look at Jesus’ claim: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” (14:6) 

After the resurrection of Lazarus, there was a growing tension between Jesus and the 

religious leaders. Before Jesus went to Bethany, the disciples warned Him against going 

and when He insisted, Thomas said, “Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.” (11:16) They knew 

things were heading for a showdown which could prove deadly for Jesus. Nevertheless, 

they head into Jerusalem for the Passover Festival and celebrate the Passover meal 

together. However, just before our reading, Judas leaves to betray Jesus to the religious 

leaders.  

In order to understand what Jesus says and the difference it makes for us today, we’re 

going walk through the passage section by section and then we’ll go back and pull out 

some truths that I think are very reassuring for us today. 
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What did Jesus say? 

1. The time has come for the climax of my life  

 As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, “The time has come for the Son of Man 

to enter into his glory, and God will be glorified because of him. And since God 

receives glory because of the Son, he will give his own glory to the Son, and he will do 

so at once. (13:31,32) 

In these two verses, Jesus uses the word “glory” four times! What is God’s glory? God’s 

glory is what makes God awesome, His most amazing character quality and 

accomplishment. The Bible makes it clear that God’s glory is His sacrificial love for 

humanity. Even when we turned away from Him and rejected His love, He continued to love 

us and sought us to bring us back to Himself. Jesus’ death and resurrection will display that 

glory and will be the consummation of God’s plan to rescue and restore us to a relationship 

with Himself. 

2.  I need to go away to accomplish this  

Dear children, I will be with you only a little longer. And as I told the Jewish leaders, 

you will search for me, but you can’t come where I am going. So now I am giving you 

a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love 

each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 

disciples.” (13:33-35) 

Jesus tells the disciples once again that He is going away and then encourages them to 

love each other the way He loves them. But it is obvious that Peter isn’t listening to this, and 

he interrupts Jesus. (Jesus will get back to this topic of loving each other later.) 

Simon Peter asked, “Lord, where are you going?”  

And Jesus replied, “You can’t go with me now, but you will follow me later.” 

“But why can’t I come now, Lord?” he asked. “I’m ready to die for you.” 

Jesus answered, “Die for me? I tell you the truth, Peter—before the rooster crows 

tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even know me. (13:36-38) 

Peter is upset – he wants to go with Jesus and prove his loyalty to Him! But Jesus knows 

the truth. Peter is not ready to die for Him, in fact, when under pressure, he will deny he 

even knows Jesus. One day he will die for Jesus, but before that, he still has a lot of 

changing to do. However, right now, Jesus has something to do that He must do on His own 

for only He can die for all of humanity. 

3. This is going to be hard but don’t be afraid – trust me!  

“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. In my Father’s 

house there are many places to dwell. If this were not so, would I have told you that I 

am going to prepare a place for you? When everything is ready, I will come and get 

you, so that you will always be with me where I am. (14:1-3) 

It is understandable that Jesus’ disciples are afraid of what is going to happen. They know 

that the religious leaders are scheming to silence Jesus and when he tells them He is going 
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to leave them it would have confirmed their worst fears. Jesus seeks to help them by 

revealing that although some hard times are ahead, there is hope.  

My mother’s father moved out to Australia just a year or so after we first moved here. He 

lived with us for about three years before he died. During that time, grandpa had a couple of 

bad heart attacks, one which required them to resuscitate him several times before he 

stabilised. Each time he recovered, he would say, “I guess Jesus needed to do a few more 

things to finish off my mansion in heaven!” That idea comes from these verses. In the King 

James Version, verse two is translated as, “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it 

were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” The word ‘mansions’ 

however, is misleading. The Greek word is ‘moné’ which was translated into the Latin as 

‘mansio’ and then into the English as ‘mansion’. The Greek just means a place to live, to 

dwell. The word ‘monastery’ is based on it. The idea is not about many lavish places to 

dwell, but that there is no shortage of places to dwell. God wants us to be with Him, in His 

presence, and so Jesus is saying that we don’t have to worry, there is always room for 

more! When I read this, I think of people who live on their own but have a large dining table 

because they want to have plenty of room to have visitors over; or an older couple who 

have extra bedrooms so that there is always room for the children and grandchildren to 

come over to stay. The picture is of God’s desire for us to be with Him and His generous 

hospitality.  

But to make this possible, Jesus says he needs to go away. This is where these verses get 

very interesting because there are a couple of different possible understandings of what 

Jesus is saying. Let’s do a bit of detective work to see if we can decide what might be the 

best way to understand these verses.  

There are three actions here. Jesus is going to go away; then He is going to come back; 

and then He is going to take us to be in His Father’s house, or with God. The differing 

opinions are about which of Jesus’ “going aways” is being talked about. There are two 

possibilities which will happen in the near future for the disciples. Within 24 hours of Jesus 

saying this, He will be dead. For us today, Jesus’ death is just a temporary state – we know 

He comes back to life again. But for the disciples this would have been a devastating event, 

plunging them into deep grief and confusion. The word Jesus uses for ‘going away’ was 

also used for death, similar to how we say that people have ‘passed away’ when they die. 

Jesus could have been talking about His death. Or, He could have been talking about the 

second time He would leave them, just 40 days later, when He ascended into heaven. 

Other comments made by Jesus a few verses after our reading do refer to His ascension 

when He talks about sending the Holy Spirit to be with them when He leaves them. Both 

understandings have good reasons behind them. 

And what you decide about His meaning for this, affects what you think He means for the 

other two actions. If you think Jesus is talking about His death here, then His ‘coming back’ 

refers to His resurrection, and being with God is talking about our salvation and presence 

with God now. On the other hand, if you think Jesus is talking about His ascension when He 

talks about leaving, then His ‘coming back’ would be talking about his second coming in the 

future, when He will take us to be with God forever in heaven.  
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Both ideas are present in other verses in the Bible – for instance, our reading in Hebrews: 

By His death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the 

Most Holy Place … let us go right into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully 

trusting Him. (Hebrews 10:20-22) 

This uses the Temple in the Old Testament as an illustration. There was a curtain which 

separated the people from the Most Holy Place, the symbol of God’s presence. People 

couldn’t just go into that area because of their sin. Only the High Priest went in there once a 

year after offering sacrifices and purifying himself. But when Jesus died, this curtain was 

literally torn in two, signifying that now the way was open for people to go right into the 

presence of God. 

Peter, who was with Jesus that night, also talks about this. In his words, we see the idea 

that Jesus brings us into God’s presence and as you look at the context, you can see that 

he is clearly speaking about being in God’s presence now. 

Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but He died for sinners 

to bring you safely home to God. (1 Peter 3:18) 

But there are also verses which talk about Jesus’ second coming and his taking us into 

God’s presence in the future. Last week we read: 

For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring 

with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him … First the believers who have died 

will rise from their graves. Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain 

on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be 

with the Lord forever. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17) 

What a hope this gives us for our future! 

So … which is it? I think it is both! I think that what we see here is a process which starts 

with Jesus’ death and ends with our new home in heaven. Right now, because of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection, we are no longer separated from God’s presence. Paul, in his 

writings, assures us that if we have turned to God and accepted His salvation, we have 

been reconciled with God (Romans 5:1,2) and are His presence right now (Ephesians 2:6). 

But our current experience of God’s presence is only partial. Sin cannot separate us from 

God, but we still sin while we live here on earth and that sin can sit like a cloud between us 

so that we don’t experience God’s presence fully. But one day, sin will be no more, and we 

will be physically with the Lord in perfect fellowship. We experience Jesus’ promise of God’s 

presence already in part, but not yet in full. But what a future to look forward to!  

4. I will bring you into the presence of the Father (14:3-6) 

When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me 

where I am. And you know the way to where I am going.” 

“No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so 

how can we know the way?” 

Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  
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These words are encouraging for us because we know the end of the story, but for Thomas, 

they are just frustrating! “Lord, I have no idea what you’re talking about!” So, Jesus spells 

things out, telling His disciples – and us – how He will deal with sin so that we can be in 

God’s presence.  

• I am the way. Jesus destroys the barrier of sin that comes between us and God. 

• I am the truth. Jesus exposes the deception of sin which says that we don’t need 

God. 

• I am the life. Jesus defeats the death of sin by taking it upon Himself and triumphing 

over it in His resurrection. 

5. Through me you will come to know and experience the Father. (14:6,7) 

No one can come to the Father except through me. If you had really known me, you 

would know who my Father is. From now on, you do know him and have seen him!” 

There is no other way to come to God. No one or no action of ours can deal with the sin 

which stands in our way. But once Jesus has dealt with that sin, we have free access to the 

God of the universe who loves us. Amazing! The disciples caught glimpses of God as they 

walked around with Jesus. If they had better understood what was happening, they would 

have had an even greater understanding of the Father. But through Jesus, they will be able 

to come into God’s presence in a new way and they will know Him and will begin to see 

Him as He is.  

What does this mean for us? 

We’ve done some detailed thinking this morning! Thank you for sticking in there with me      

I think it is important to take some time to look again at passages we know well. There are 

always new things to learn. As we finish, I just want to share a couple of things that I think 

we can learn from our study which are wonderful assurances to us just as they were to the 

disciples. 

1. God wants us to be with Him and know Him – now and always. 

God didn’t have to save us from our sin. He didn’t have to send Jesus to die for us. He did it 

because He loves us and wants us to be with Him. He wants you and me to be with Him! 

This is amazing. 

2. Jesus overcomes sin’s effects in our lives. We can’t do it on our own – even as 

Christians. 

He came to destroy the barrier of sin between us and God, to expose the deception of sin 

which makes us think we don’t need God, and to defeat the death of sin, giving us new life 

now and new hope for the future. Even as Christians, we need Him to be working in our 

lives to renew us and make us like Him. 

3. Because of what Jesus has already done, we have certainty for the future. We can trust 

Him and don’t need to be afraid. 
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He died, but He came back to life. He ascended into heaven, but He will come again. 

Because He lives, we know He will bring us into the presence of God, sinless and made 

new. 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Jesus goes before us, clearing the way, 

tearing apart the curtain, and preparing the path. Jesus is our escort into God’s presence. 


