
 

JESUS IS OUR CONNECTION TO GOD’S LIFE  

(Deuteronomy 4:32-40; John 15:1-11) 
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Today we are looking at the final “I AM” saying of Jesus which is found in John’s Gospel. As 

we saw last week, Jesus used these saying or word pictures to help those who followed 

Him to understand some important things about Him and His work here on earth. Probably 

the central idea of all these pictures is that He came to bring us life – God’s life or eternal 

life. Jesus looks at this theme again in these verses with another picture. 

God chooses Israel (Deuteronomy 4:32-40) 

After celebrating the Passover with His disciples in the Upper Room, they went out and 

started walking towards the Mount of Olives where Jesus would be arrested later that night. 

As they walked, it is thought that they probably walked past the temple where they would 

have seen a large gold sculpture of a grapevine over the entrance. This had been put there 

to remind people of a picture used in the Hebrew Scriptures that liked Israel to a grapevine, 

chosen by God and nurtured by Him to be healthy and fruitful. 

It is a wonderful thing to be chosen, isn’t it? I suppose it starts when we are children. We 

are chosen for a sporting team or chosen as a school captain or to represent the school at 

a special event. As we get older, we want to be chosen for a place in an program of study 

or chosen for a job that we want. Being married means that someone has chosen to share 

their life with you. It means a lot to know that someone, or a group of people, think highly 

enough of you to choose you. 

But while being chosen brings satisfaction, it also brings responsibilities. If you are chosen 

for a sporting team, you are expected to do your best to help that team win. And if you are 

chosen for a job and don’t give it your full attention and effort, you can be “unchosen” or 

fired. If you are unfaithful in a relationship, the other person can choose to move on to 

someone else who will be faithful to them.  

On being chosen, we enter into a kind of contract with the one who has done the choosing. 

They chose you with the understanding that you will do what you were chosen to do. This 

can be a format contract like a business deal or a marriage, or it can be an informal one like 



being chosen to help someone with a task, or chosen to be a friend. In all cases, however, 

if you don’t do what you were chosen to do, then you have broken the arrangement and 

there are consequences for this. 

One of the central ideas in the Bible is that God has chosen us. But there is a unique 

feature of this choosing. We tend to choose someone because of who they are or what they 

can do. For instance, when I was at school, if a teacher wanted us to play a game, team 

captains would be chosen and then the captains would take turns choosing who they 

wanted on their side. It felt good if you were one of the first chosen because it meant they 

valued your contribution to the team. However, it felt pretty bad if you were one of the last 

chosen – which was usually my fate if it had anything to do with sports!  

But God doesn’t choose like that, God chooses us simply because He loves us. He chose 

Israel to be His people, but not because they are the greatest or the most righteous of 

people. He chose them simply because He loved them. This morning we read part of 

Moses’ final words to the Israelites before He died, and they moved into the land God had 

promised them. Moses tells them four things in this passage: 

1. God chose them (v. 32-34,37-38) – They could search all of history to find another god 

like their God.  He brought them out of their slavery in Egypt and will bring them into the 

land He promised to give them. 

2. God nurtured them (v. 35-36) – He loved them before they even knew Him. He spoke to 

them at Mount Sinai, teaching them His way to live. And He showed them His power by 

bring them out of Egypt with many amazing miracles. 

3. Their response (v. 39-40) – He did all of this so that they would know Him, believe in 

Him, and obey His laws which were given for their good. They were His people and so 

they needed to reflect His character. 

4. The result (v. 40) – If they do this, God promises that “all will be well” and they will “enjoy 

a long life in the land”. They will live fruitful lives. 

God has chosen them and committed himself to their well-being. In response, they need to 

be committed to Him and His ways. 

Israel’s Response (Isaiah 5:1-7) 

So, did Israel remain true to God? Some people did follow God faithfully, and there were 

periods in the Israel’s history when they were led by righteous, God-following kings who did 

seek to obey God. But by the time Isaiah comes along, the majority of people had broken 

their commitment to God and turned their back on Him. Isaiah uses the picture of a vineyard 

to explain what has happened. 

My beloved had a vineyard on a rich and fertile hill. 

He ploughed the land, cleared its stones, and planted it with the best vines. 

In the middle he built a watchtower and carved a winepress in the nearby rocks. 

Then he waited for a harvest of sweet grapes … (v. 1,2) 

God, the owner, is pictured as planting and nurturing the grapevine which represents Israel. 

He does everything possible to help the vine to thrive, but it doesn’t. 



… but the grapes that grew were bitter. 

He expected a crop of justice, but instead he found oppression. 

He expected to find righteousness, but instead he heard cries of violence. (v. 2,7) 

The story fits into the headings we had before, but with a less positive outcome. 

1. God chose – The owner, God bought the vineyard and chose the best vines for it. 

2. God nurtured or cultivated – He carefully prepared the ground. He had done everything 

He could do to ensure healthy vine and a good harvest. 

3. Response – (we’ll come back to this in a moment) 

4. Result – Instead of the good, sweet grapes of Godly living, Israel had produced the 

bitter grapes of oppression and violence.  

But why had it turned out like this? What had happened between God’s work to cultivate 

Israel in belief and obedience, and the outcome of godless living? Some other verses in 

Isaiah give us our answer. 

This is what the LORD says: 

“The children I raised and cared for have rebelled against me. 

My people don’t recognize my care for them.” 

They are evil people, corrupt children who have rejected the LORD. 

They have despised the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him.  

(Isaiah 1:2-4) 

What was their response to all God had done for them? They rebelled against Him and 

became evil in their behaviour. They had “unchosen” themselves and walked away from 

God. As a result, they lost God’s protection and lost the land He had given to them. 

However, God never gave up on them. He had a plan to redeem His rebellious people, and 

us as well. Although they were unfaithful to Him, He would never be unfaithful to them. 

Jesus, the true vine (John 15:1-11) 

That plan was Jesus. When Israel failed as His vine, He sent Jesus to be the true vine. 

Jesus is the vine which connects the branches to the life of God. In this picture, we see the 

same four steps that we have seen in the previous passages. 

1. God chooses– We, as the branches, are grafted into the true vine. 

We did nothing to deserve this relationship. Later in the chapter, Jesus will say, “You did not 

choose me, I chose you” (v. 17) It is not chance or our own choice which has brought us to 

Jesus. He loves us and He chose each one of us to join His people! (v. 9) But we are 

Gentiles and the picture of the vine is about God’s relationship with Israel. How are we 

involved? Paul talks about this, although he has changed the picture from a vine to an olive 

tree. 

Some of these branches from Abraham’s tree—some of the people of Israel—have 

been broken off. And you Gentiles, who were branches from a wild olive tree, have 

been grafted in. So now you also receive the blessing God has promised Abraham 



and his children, sharing in the rich nourishment from the root of God’s special olive 

tree. (Romans 11:17) 

Because they rejected God, some of God’s people have been removed. And we as 

Gentiles have been “grafted in” to the olive tree – or the vine. We have become a part of 

God’s people.  

2. God cultivates – We receive life from the vine and are pruned to encourage healthy 

growth. 

God cultivates us in two ways. As we are connected to the vine, we receive the life of the 

vine flowing through us. This is the “rich nourishment from the root” which Paul talked 

about. This keeps us green and growing. 

But there is also another thing that is needful for a healthy branch. Grapes only grow on 

new wood. A vine will keep getting longer and longer as this year’s fruiting canes send out 

new shoots which will grow next year’s fruit. As the branch gets longer and longer, the 

fruiting ends get farther from the vine and their source of life. The branches become 

tangled, and disease gets in. Even though the branch is still connected to the vine, it will 

bear poor, if any, fruit. Pruning is a continual process necessary for a healthy plant.  

To be all that God wants us to be, we have to allow God to do His work of pruning in our 

lives. Sometimes He has to remove things which are harmful to us, like sins. Other times, 

he takes away things which are good in themselves, but not what God knows is best for us 

at the time. For instance, there came a time when God needed to prune away the global 

ministry I loved doing. This was hard and it took a while for me to let go of it. There was 

nothing wrong with it, it was just that God had something else for me to do – be your pastor! 

Now I am so glad that He directed my growth into a new area of ministry, but at the time, it 

was painful. Is there something God is doing in your life which is hard for you to 

understand? Is he taking something away or guiding you into a new direction? God always 

prunes to make us better. Can you trust the Master Gardener to know what He is doing? 

3. Response – We are to remain in Him and obey His commands, thus showing our loyalty 

to Him. 

We have a choice – we can remain in Him, or we can rebel and turn our back on Him as the 

Israelites did. Remaining in Him means that we allow Him to do His work in our lives as we 

choose to obey His commands. He wants to show us how to live as His people in this world 

– in our relationships, our purchases, our politics, our use of our time and energy, and so 

many other areas. As we walk step by step with Him, we are responding positively by 

staying loyal to Him. 

And you know, while this is true of us as individual branches, there is also a sense in which 

we as a church are a branch and we need to abide in the vine as a church. That is why 

studying the Bible, praying together and seeking God’s guidance are so vital to the life of a 

healthy church. We can help each other in our own walks with God in this way, but we also 

ensure that we as a church are abiding in Christ and are not going off on our own. Sadly, 

we know that too many churches have very little to do with God. He could leave and no one 



would notice a thing – everything would continue as before! We need to be sure that this is 

not true of us. 

4. Result – As the life of God flows through us, we produce the fruit of a godly life.  

This fruit comes from the life of the vine flowing into the branches. If the vine is Christ, then 

the fruit is Christlikeness. This is the desired end result; the reason for the existence of the 

vine and the branches. It is what Paul calls the fruit of the Spirit. 

So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful 

nature craves … the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  

(Galatians 5:16,22,23)  

Jesus talks about the first two of these here. He says that as we remain in Him, we receive 

His love as we are welcomed into the love of the Father and the Son. (v. 9) As we obey 

Him, we receive His joy – the joy the Son experiences as He obeys His Father. (v. 11) Also, 

earlier in this discussion, He tells us that He gives us His peace; peace of a kind that the 

world cannot give us. (14:27) All these things come to us as we remain in Him and allow 

Him to give us His life. As he works in us to change our character so that we display the 

fruit of the Spirit, we will choose more and more to obey His commands, with the result that 

we will become like Him. 

Finally, He promises that we will receive the power of answered prayer. (v. 7) Sometimes 

we don’t feel like this is true! We ask for things and don’t see any miraculous answers to our 

prayers. As I think about this, I wonder if what Jesus is saying is that as we allow His life to 

change us to be like Him, this will transform our prayers as well. We will increasingly see 

things from God’s perspective and our prayers will be increasingly in line with His will and 

His purposes. Then we will indeed see answers to our prayers because we will be praying, 

not for our own will to be done, but for His will be to be done. This is a prayer that He will 

always answer. 

Conclusion 

Throughout the Bible, from the Old to the New Testament, we see a commonality in the way 

God relates to us. Even though humanity turned its back on God, He continually seeks to 

save His wayward people. He initiates a relationship with us by choosing us and cultivating 

our faith. He commits Himself to us and gives us His life. All He asks is that we remain in 

Him and obey His commands. As we are open to His work in our lives, He will make it 

possible for us to become more like Him and display the fruit of righteousness. 

However, if we resist His work in our lives, and His will for us, we will become separated 

from the vine and will wither. “For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the 

vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me ... apart from Me you can do 

nothing”. (v. 4,5) We need His life in us to be all that we can be as human beings. That is 

how God made us. How wonderful to know that even though we wander away so often, He 

loves us and never gives up on us. Jesus in our connection to God’s life. May we remain in 

Him. 


